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a day, designed putting that division again in march 
for Victoria, to which point he was to proceed him- 


Gen. Patterson was supposed to be then well on 
his march from Matamoras to Victoria, when his 
division, except the Alabama rangers (in garrison at 
Tampico,) will be brought together. With a force 
holding in observation the passes from Tula, the gar- 
rison at Tampico may be reduced with udvantage to 





Rumors ar Wasnincron.—-The Washington 
Fountain flows freely, occasionally overflows.— 
Amongst the editoria! on dits in Tuesday’s paper, one 
was, that General Taylor was to be recalled. It 
goes so far as to predict that he will arrive at Wash- 
ington, to which it adds that he is ordered to repair— 


The next item is stated to be ‘‘on the authority of 
Commodore Perry”—the Castle of p’ULLoa is not to 
be atlacked, “government having determined to 
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were able 
get safeiy 
could not, “it ee 
»w and the er 
ee eihide Finances. The $23,000,000 treasury note or loan 
ent’s agent iJ, was taken up in the house of representatives on 
roffered to the 2ist inst. In committee of the whole, a great self. 
dred thou~ number of amendments were proposed, some of 
per cent a which were adopted, others rejected, and all of those 
which had reference to the slave question, or to an 
increase of duties, were ruled out of order, and the 
Victoria. — jecision sustained by decided majorities. The bill 
dispositions a3 amended, was reported to the house,—the pre. 
yious question was called and sustained, and the bill | the service. 
assed its third readin, ayes 166, nays 22,—was 
pation, ordered to be engrossed, and a reconsideration was 
10, 1846. moved and negatived. The bill 1s now in the senate 
be bst divi- for their action. 
, will form A $3,000,000 BILL, substituted for the $2,000,000 se- 
vet ag cret service bill “eae say at the close of ne 
icer makin ing to be for obtaining a peace with Mexico, . 
adquarter, aire Vegularly reported in each house, and noti- hy the middle of February. 
e Maryland feution given that they are to be called up “at an 
ikewise de. early day,” in one house, and ‘the first week in 
ort to Brg. BB repruary,” in the other. 
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The general view taken of the campaign in our 
Jjast remains unchanged during the week, except as 
regards the movement of General Patterson, upon 
Victoria, which instead of having been countermand- 
d with a view to the relief of Saltillo, was not coun- 
termanded. He continued his march in that direction, 
as will be seen by the subjoined article from the 
Union. That Santa Anna made some movement, 
with a formidable portion of his army, though not in 
he direction of Saltillo,—appears to be believed, and 
pprehensions are expressed that his destination may 
have been. Victoria, to intercept Gen. Patterson, or 
Tampico. 
points. 
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“ARMY OF OCCUPATION.” 
OrriciaL Despatcues, says the Washington 
Union,” have been received from General Taylor, 
ated the 23d of December, near Monterey, repre- 
Menting that he had left that place on the 15th, for 
ictoria, having previously putin motion the troops 
estined for that point. At Montemorelos a junction 
as effected on the 17th with the 2d infantry and 2nd 
ennessee regiment of foot from Camargo; and it 
as intended, with the whole force (3,500 men) to 
parch, on the 1Yth, for Victoria. But, on the even- 
ng of his arrival at Montemorelos, a despatch arriv- 
d from Gen. Worth, commanding at Saltillo, with 
¢ intelligence that Santa Anna designed to take ad- 
antage of the division of force towards Victoria, and, 
arapid movement, to strike a heavy blow at Sal- 
lo; and, if successful, then at General Wooi’s force 
Parras. Under these circumstances, and with no 
eans of judging how far this information might be 
e'l founded, the general returned to Monterey with 
be regular force in order to be in position to rein- 
ree Saltillo if necessary. The volunteers under 
eneral Quitman, reinforced by a field battery, were 
dered tou continue their march and effect a junc- 
on with General Patterson at Victoria, while Ge- 
‘as debated of tal Taylor returned to Monterey with General 
j, as a fest ques Wiggs’s division, now increased by the 2nd infan- 
table, (equiv Bae: 
sided,—ayes 23, fi! the meantime, Gen. Butler and Gen. Wool, be- 
g advised by Gen. Worth of a probable attack upon 
§ position, moved rapidly to join him with all the 
ailable force at Parras and Monterey, while orders 
re despatched by General Butler, to hasten up 
ops from the rear. The latter general proceeded 
Person to Saltillo, and assumed the command, 
teably to instructions which had been given by 
om Taylor before his departure, to meet a case 
e this, 

eneral Taylor had proceeded beyond Monterey 
s 113. ee to Saltillo, whea he was met on the 20th 

on 4despaich from the post, announcing the ear! 
hay ty og ti of Gen, Wool’s column, and also that ihe ex- 
We liave no €d concentration and movement of the Mexican 
asters, we uncel’ HPs Upon that position had not taken place—in- 
» that their advanced posts had rather been 
hdrawn, Deeming the force there and soon to be 
Saltillo quite suflicrent to repel any demonstration 
's Season from San Luis Potosi, Gen. Taylor 
ot think it worth while to throw forward Gen. 
268s division to that place, and after resting it 
Vou XXI. Sic. 21. 


ions in their 
jou, per man, 
es—the regu- 
gon for eack 
inition as may 


town will te 
ge of Surgeon 
edical officers 
ffect: Surgeon 
urgeon Byrne, 
inted riflemed; 
wu the duty of 
Surgeon Madi 
tur as medical 


/. §. BLISS. 
the aamy had 
| ‘Taylor was en 


eported by Mr. 
guthurizing the 


by decided ma: 


} brought up the 
the house of re 
g debate 18 now 
by Mr. Burt, ° 
url compromise 
of the 36°, ws 


ans, has writtel 
sessivll, express} 
vacancy 1 ihe 
by the voluntaly 
term expires on 





We doubt his veuturing on either of these | 


“conquer a peace” without attacking this strong- 
hold.” It adds that Commodore Perry is not to re- 
turn to the Gulf,—with the saving clause: ‘How true 
these rumors are, we do not pretend to say.” 

Their next rumor is the following: 

“Ultimatum of Mexico.—We learn that our govern- 
ment is in possession of the ultimate conditions on 
which Mexico will consent to make a peace with the 
United States, and that it has determined to accede 
to them, if Congress will enable the Executive to 
meet the views of Mexico. It will be seen by reler- 
ence to our epitome of the congressional proceedings 
of yesterday, that the committees on foreign relations 
in both houses, have already moved the appropriation 
of large sums of money to be placed at the disposi- 
tiun of the President in treating for peace wiih the 
enemy.” 

The “Union” referring tu the “rumors” inserted 
in the Washington Fountain, noticed jin the above 
says ‘“‘we do not believe there is any adequate autho- 
rity or foundation for either of these ‘rumors.’ 





SINGULAR DOCUMENTS. 


The Washington correspondent of the Charleston 
Mercury writes on the 7th Jan. 1347: 


‘Some days ago I referred to a Jetter of which I] 
said | would endeavor to send you a copy, and which 
I thought would throw some light upon the conduct 
of the administration. The letter was one written 
by our late consul at Matamorus to General Taylor, 
while he was posted at Corpus Christi. I now send 
you the accompanying copy. 
being authentic, and that it was communicated, as 
appears by the letter, to Mr. Buchanan. 

In connection with this letter, it may be remarked, 
that there is !ittle doubt of the truth of the state- 
ments made about the time at which the letter is 
dated, that the object of Gen. Arista in obtaining the 
command of the army in the northern provinces, was 
to effect a revolution in them, and establish a gov- 
ernment independent of the central government of 
Mexico, and triendly to the United States; and that 
this fact was made known to Genera! Taylor, and to 
the war department here. Mexican officers and ci- 
lizens visited the camp of General! Taylor at Corpus 
Christi, and it was known that General Arista and 
his friends desired the U. States army to move to the 
Rio Grande in large force, to give them apparent 
countenance in their efforts, to get rid of the control 
and tyranny of Southern Mexico. Did not General 
Gaines, therefore, act wisely in calling out the vo- 
junteers he did? If General Taylor had taken such 
a force with him tothe Rio Grande, it is almost 
certain that the Mexicans would not have crossed 


‘the river; but a small force with which he did march 


left the Mexican general no excuse for not attacking 
him, as the provocation of flaunting the flag of the 


Brown, under such circumstances as might be ex- 
pected roused their antipathies and feelings. The 
officers of the United States army may have thought 
it chivalrous to excite the Mexicans and force them 
to acts of hostility, but the country did not desire a 


ever, for facts they are, and this letter will account 
for the reason why Arista did not attack General 
Taylor at Corpus Christi or seize Point Isabel. The 
results of the course which has been pursued, are es. 
pecially unfortunate, as having dropped a curtain 
upon the destinies of this country which no man can 
penetrate. Are we to become a great military re- 
publac?”? 


Village of China on the river San Juan, 
September 23d, 1846. 
To Genernat Z Taytor, 
Commanding the U. States troops, 

at Corpus Christi, Texas: 
Sia: I have the honor to inform you that I have 
had several conferences at Monterey with Gen. Ma- 
riano Arista, commander in chief of the Mexican 
forces on the fronuer of the Rio Grande, in relation 
to the differences at present existing between the 
United States and Mexico, and I am pleased to state 
to you that from the opinions and views he made 
known to me, the cabinet of Mexico is disposed to 
enter into an amicable arrangement with the United 





You may rely upon its | 


‘to prevent them as far as possible. 


United States in the faces of the Mexicans at Fort! 


States, in rejation to the boundary and all other mo- 
mentous questions. Although | was notclothed with 
; any Official authority, I took upon myself as a citi. 
‘zen of the United States, desiring to see the two 
countries in harmony of friendship, to say, that it has 
ever been and is the policy and sincere wish of the 
government and people of the United States to cul- 
tivate the good will and friendship of the sister re- 
publics of the American continent, and most especi 
ally Mexico, and that I was confident the United 
States would make a liberal settlement with Mexico 
relative to the boundary question. 

As General Arista was under the impression that [ 
was a secret agent of the United States, though I dee 


clared to him quite contrary, and that I was only 


acting as a private individual, endeavoring to avoid 

a recourse lo arms between the two countries, he 
nevertheless thought it advisable to send a minute of 
our conferences to his government, and assured me 
that there will be no declaration of war on the part 
of Mexico, until 1 can proceed on to Washington and 
lay before the president the views of Mexico, of 
which 1 am possessed. 

General Arista pledged his honor te me that no 
large body of Mexican troops should cross the left 
bank of the Rio Grande; that only small parties not 
to exceed 200 men should be permitted to go as far 
as the Arroya Colorado (20 leagues from the Rio 
Grande) and tbat they would be strictly ordered 
only to prevent ludian vepredations and illicit trade. 
1 then had no hesitation in assuring him that you 
would not commit any aggressive act against Mexi- 
co, or her citizens, and that you would solely main- 
tain the position you at present occupy at or near 
the Nueces river. I trust, in having made this assur 
ance to him, though, I again repeat J did it as a pri- 
vate cilizen of the United States, it will meet with 
your approbation and be adhered to, asin a great 
measure peace depends on your prudeat movements 
in this particular. General Arista spoke also of In- 
dian incursions on the frontier of the Rio Grande, 
and is under the impression that they could be pre- 
vented by the troops under your commend, as the 
Indians always come from the Nueces river. I ex- 
pressed my profound regret at the frequent atrocious 
acts of the Indians, and said that you would no doubt 
in future use all endeavors to prevent them as the 
United States was bound by the treaty of April, 1831, 

re He suggested 
that if you would station a body of cavairy at the 
pass of San Salas (head waters of the Nueces) 
through which mountain pass they invariably pro- 
ceed to the Rio Grande, it would effectually check 
them. 

J shall leave this village to-morrow for Matamo- 
ros to which port 1 shall arrive in three days; from 
thence | will embark in the first vessel for the Uni- 
ted States, proceeding immediately on to Washing- 
ton, to lay before the president the information and 
views of Mexico, which { am possessed vf; in the 








war to be brought on. It is difficult to account for 
the reason, why the government knowing all the cir- 
cumstances, if they desired to secure peace, did not) 
order General Tayior to assemble a larger force.— | 
Why, General Taylor, if he desired peace, did not | 





do sv, is equally unaccuuntable. ‘These facts, how | 


meantime, should you decree this note of sufficient 


| importance, | trust that you will transmit a copy of 
‘it by express to the government, as by timely infor- 


mation much good may result therefrom, 

I beg to congratulate you that the door is opened 
to an amicable adjustment of the vexatious questions 
between the Uuited States and Mexico, aad feel 
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happy in having been instrumental in this great and 
good object. . 
lam, with great respect, sir, your ob’t servant, 
[Signed] ISAAC D. MARKS. 


New Orleans, Oct. 29th, 1845. 
To the Hon. James Bucnanan., Secretary of State: 





Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, a ‘‘co- 
y” of a letter I addressed to General Z. Taylor at 
Corpus Christi, from the village of China, (Mexico). 
—I despatched it by special courier to him, but was 
subsequently informed that the express was detained 
at the iown of Camargo, (on the Rio Grande,) up to 
the 7th instant, by reason of the continual and heavy 
rains. 1 beg leave to add that | arrived in this city 
eslerday from Matamoros, and will leave to-morrow 
for Washington. I am, with great respect, &c., 
(Signed I. D. MARKS. 


———— 


MRS. CHASE, THE HEROINE OF TAMPICO. 


All recollect that previous to the taking of Tampi- 
co, Mrs. Cuasg. the wife of our consul at that place, 
sent to Com. Conner, an exact plan of the entire 
town, harbor, and forts of Tampico, with informa- 
tion of the exact strength of the place; and that, on 
receiving the documents of Mrs. Chase, the commo- 
dore immediately set sail for Tampico, and took the 
place without opposition, owing his success entirely 
to the information sent him by that accomplished and 
patriotic lady. We give below a letter for which we 
are indebted to the kindness of our friend, Mr. B. M. 
Norman, to whom it was addressed, written by Mrs. 
Chase herseif, giving, somewhat in detail, the taking 
of ‘Tampico, and the part she had in it. Much less 
praise, we think, has been bestowed on the noble 
conduct of this courageous and patriotic lady thao 
she deserves, and we trust that our government, in 
consideration of the very distinguished services which 
she had renvered, at the peril of her life, will unhes- 
itatingly reward her with enduring honors. 














infraction on its prerogative would be hastily chas 
uzed by that government; and. in confirmation of my 
assertion, referred the learned Inez to the law of 
nations. 

Thus defeated and exasperated, I » as not allowed 
to send an open note to my husband, then off the bar. 
But, thank God, who ‘tempers the wind to the shorn 
lamb,’ He directed me, and I concerted a plan which 
again defeated their hostile purpose, and sent by 
sirategem nine letters in eight weeks, and through 
the same means received replies. But those things 
were daily making inroads upon my health and spir. 
its, which ] most carefully concealed from my good 
hushand. knowing the intensity of his feelings for his 
government, and particularly for wy welfare. 

“], in the meantime, drew a plan of the city and 
river, and had it sent to Com. Conner and Captain 
M’Cluney of the John Adams, with a correct descrip- 
tion of all the forts, the number of guns, a Jist of the 
troops and how they were posted, and every political 
movement, so that through Mr. Chase and his agent, 
they knew every important movement in this section 
of the country. 

“They abused and insulted the American name 
and nation to such an extent that it often caused me 
to retire and pray God for the day of retribution.— 
With the exception of my faithful Amelia, | had but 
little human sympathy, as all the English influence 
was against our natiunal cause. 

‘*] am, perhaps, a little prosy, but 1 well know the 
sensilive heart to whom these lines are ad:ressed, 
and so continue. | daily watched, not very christian- 
like, for the moment cf retaliation, haping to be able, 
althoug! alone in the con-bat, to “square accounts” 
wilh my fierce debtors, and, if possibie, place myself 
and party on the credit side of this entangled ac 
count. 

“Santa Anna recommended to the government of 
Mexico the confiseation of all American property in 
order to carry on the war, and that ali Americans 





We doubt whether there is a letter on record, 
written by a female hand, breathing a purer patriot- 
ism, a nobler ardor, a more courageous heart, than 
that of Mrs. Chase, which we give below. She isa 
noble example among our countrywomen, and her 
name will descend, on the pages vf our history, win- 
ning the admiration of future ages. 


done honor to the most shrewd general, she succeed- 


ed, before sending information to Commodore Con- | 


ner, inso terrifying the Mexican troops that they 
evacuated Tampico with precipitation, after throw- 
ing into the river six hundred stand of arms and one 
hundred quintals of powder. We give the letter en- 
lire, it being the most authentic account that can ve 
furnished. She writes » hat she saw aad did. 

[New Orleans Evening Mercury. 


‘Tampico, Dec. 14, 1846. 


lt will be seen | R 
that by her skilful management, that would have | ld Rowan motto— 


‘him that 30,000 troops were to join Gen. Taylor at 
| Matamoros, 30,000 more had been despatched to 


residing in this country should be made prisoners of 
war, as a fatal stroke to those usurping pirates—the 
gentle name generaily applied to them—and that this 
gatrison should be remtorced with some 3,000 more 
troops. When I read this article in one of the fla- 
ming periodicals, it was rather grating to me in my 
isolated condition. I determined, however, upon the | 


‘Who would be free, himself must strike the blow,’ 


or in other words, my case was at best helpless, and 
now even desperate, and required a desperate reme- 
dy. 

‘“T'wo spies came daily to my house, always under 
the guise of triendship; and on ove oceasion, one of 
the wretches believing that 1 was possessed of ifems | 
concerning American movements, | represented to 





‘My ESTEEMED FRIEND: A yrest ci ange bas come 


o’er the spirit of my dream—at lJeast within the eet 
month—so that I almost doubt the evidence of my | 


own senses, we having at this moment some twenty 
sail of vessels in the river Panuco-—sieamers passing 


and repassing, the sight of which pays me, in part, | 


for my six months’ suiitude and suffering 


through that ordeal by residing in au enemy’s coun- | 
try alone, not only hostite in teeling, hut subtle and 


upprincipled. 


**My dear friend, | scarcely know how to reply to 
your friendly solicitude towards me and mine espe- 


cially. lo beginning my impertect fiarrative, une | a private post was despatched to Sav Luis Potosi 
grea: Misiurture seems lO «cCompahy We—my Peb | 


cau never keep pace with my feelings. You wiil 


heve deen aware of Mr. Chase’s expulsion, agreea- | 


bly to the wecree of the 12:h of May last, ana in 


cumpliauce with the act he bad only twenty four) 
hours’ police to embark, or eight Gays to retire) 
He prudently | 
chose the turmer, and embarked forthwith on board | 
of the St. Mary’s the biockading vessel off the bar of | 
Tampico, leaving some eighty thousaed dollars in his) 


twenty leagues into the interior. 


store with no viher protectivn than such as | could 


afford, and two clerks, une of whom wus a Mexican; | 
abd he, in accordance witb the true spirit of Mexican | 
Ju fact my ai | 


chivairy, commenced robbing me. 
noyances were so numerous that [cannot give you) 
them ip detail, but merely sketch av outline, Kkiow- | 
ing the sympathy you icei lor my periluus position | 
in this vew drama. In the next piace, luez de Pri 
mera lostancia, by order of the commanding general), | 
passed we a notice that my privileges ceased as the | 
wile of the American consul, and my store must ve 
closed. I replied to him in the most decisive man- 
ner, that 1 was not only his wile, but also bis cousti- | 
tuled agent—in addition to this | wasa_ British subs | 
ject, and, as such, neither the judge nor the genera: 
coulu deprive me oi my natural rights, as te En.) 
giish Jaw admitted of no ailenation—slaling What ay | 





1 am but port who wished to know the truth, and inquired uf 
a believer in purgatory, but J] thik | have passeu | Mr. Chase bad written to me to that effect; ard soon 





capture Sav Juan, &e., and closed with remarking 
that 1 would be compelled to close my house wibin 
a day or two axa force of 25 tu 3U.0UU troops was 
coming against this place—w« hich bil vi romatce so 
(trigi tered wy poor Ametia, that she thought the 
—geueral here would cail me to account for it 

“Next da; | had acaii from the captain of the 


aller some other of the high functhonaries discovered 
me to be an important character, in their daily 
rounds. Iv a conversation with the lather m law of 
the general, | recommended to him an early retreat, 
| as the wisest course tu be taken; and that same night 


| Upon the strength of the infurmaiio) so received, 
| through me; the town of Tampico was ordered to be 
| vacated on the appeorance of this large furce off the 
| bar; scouls were sent im every direction, to procure 
wuleleers, for the Co..veyance of property tu the in- 
leriet; aid two schooner loads were shipped to the 
cily of Panuco; six buodred stand of arms were sunk, 
ihe cannons were removed from the tort, and the 
troops evacualed the piace. I then despatched to 
Cum. Conver ap account of the state of things, aod 
in triplicate tu Havava, under diferent covers to my 
husbaod, urging tus teturn forthwith. These were 
sent by au agent, who supposed them mere letters 
conveying @ wish lo my husband to meet me at Vera 
Cruz, tv accowpany me to Havana. I spenta rest- 
less bight and morning, but at has certainly brought | 
its reward. My letter to the commodore was dated | 
October 23u; he received ut October 27tn, and imme- 
diately Called a meeting ol his senior uthcers and laid 
my despatch belore them. It had due weight. Pro- 
Visions were brought trom Point Isabel and distiibu- 
led wineng the squadion, and on the 12ib November, 
they Jett isia Verue, anu on the morning of the 13ih 
hove in sight, twelve sail ofl ihe Lay ol Lampio. | 
vas so Confident of the Coming of the squagron, that 


' 
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the house-top, in order to raise the first American ~ a 
flag hoisted asa right over Tampico. On my first T 
sight of the fleet, my pent up feelings gave wa ary | 
and I wept as a child for joy, seeing that Gog had 31st 
brought deliverance to the captives, and in anticipa. by A 
tion of soon seeing the object of my affection, ang revel 
also in gratitude to Him who is mighty to save, and = 
that my feeble efforts had wrought so strange in o 

° ur neral 
national welfare. , 

Here I must pause, and say I cannot pretend to ar 
describe my feelings at thattime. Fortitude seemeg it of 
to give way, and in the midst of this emotion, | again rate 
saw the squadron nearing to the bar, the boats man. - é 
ned and the line passing, (they standing their Own ee , 
pilots over their intricate passage.) and the broad ets 
pennant flying at (wo mast head-—the blue and req, vente 
My faithful Amelia and myself ran to Mr. Chase's 7.000 
office, and in solitude offered up a prayer, then pull. we 
ed the flag down and alone rushed to the house-top, cea 
1 carried st up und tied it on the Jine with my own | ra 
hands, and we—Amelia, myself, and Mr. Uder— Ta 
hoisted it, myself giving the first pull. Thus we de. j pr 
fied the whole town of Tampico. I sent for some re V 
Americans, but not one possessed courage or ational hicisio 
spirit enough to lend a hand. cothiii 

In thirty minutes the Ayuntemente called upon howitz 
meé and ordered me to haulit down. IJ replied it way Att 
raised as aright of protection. They said I had no the An 
such right: I rejoined that it was a matter of opinion 300 eu 
in which we could not agree. They sutd it wasa pest 
burlesque upon their nation—a lady taking the city Accord 
—and what would the supreme government of Vex). forees 
co say? | replied vers laconically, ‘Quien sabe! and Antigu: 
offerred them wine under the new vanoer. They ance to 
threatened the house. Iran to its top, and asked to wher 
Mr. User if he would stand by me. He replied, lan be 
“Ves.” “Theo,” said], the fag must remain, or Coubt t 
all of us sent over the house-top, as 1 shail never fall into 
pull it down or suffer any Mexican to sully it by his faith be 
touch.” | had been rubbed,—my store entered and he will 
piilaged of more than two thousand dollars, in the from Sa 
deau o} the bight; and when the regiment from Pu- Mr. | 
ebla entered this cily, they thlered my store and thor of ' 
carried off goods, aud | had no redress and suil jess pointed 
sympathy; and although alove, the God of the just to be on 
was my captain general, and | had pothing to tear lerward: 
from ali Mexico. And now the hour of redemption he wasr 
wasathaud. | expected they would either fire upon mez obt: 
or storm the buuse. | rested with my right arm Scott's 
round the flog siafl, the banner waving im majestic 
Deauly, abu the sy adren heating the cily, where A W: 
they saw the flag. Lt was like lightuing to prigrius cial Ady 
to kKuow from » beuce il came, Dut soun the cficers Colone 
SaW two jemaie futis sianding by it, and gave three has gone 
|Cheers In troptel the city, and then came to wy If you 
huuse, «hich bad been now bealiy saX uevnlis as il campaigr 
piusciibed by S.me Crime or plague, and wy fault Spanish | 
was bal ol veing ibe Wile vl a» American, Cour Gomez, ¢ 
mOUuule Perry wud tbe iubIcipa: authorities Cam lo it proba! 
my huuse ob aPiival, alsu Cuocsmodore Conner. My lieve, the 
Ucspatihes Lave Deen sent lu lhe Stale vepartmenl, ] repes 
anu 1 h. ve sellers oF thanks trom the officers com through i 
WanUily, Woo bave Changeu tue uname of Fort Liver War know 
tad tu Fort Aon, in compiiment lo me. Phey arrit them to & 
eg on ihe 116i. Forty eight bours alter cause Mt. Bip gunmen 
Chase, crowning ad my bapyiness. + " 

“Youu willie duubi bave besra part of iy story WE 
previvus tu this reaching yuu, kuuw ing ihe huateresl 
you feel; and this united miendstup evinced ky 
yuu, I thus iave taken the i1berty to give as tar as j 
practicable in Gelall, abd bave extended ay accouil wens 
lar beyunu wy Inlenien, avd at We same Lime tusk hide or P 
Ing tal you « ida give at least a beauity tu tits Mmper this fn an 
lect scroll, aud may vever teed ve pangs ol uenial } ay: 
afilicutun, as leit Dy we. eee? 

“You very kindly inquire if the existing war bas A numb 

injured us ty a pecuniary pont? Li has very malel Bi genieg 

any, DUl that Joss bas oul sm ihe least allo. ed ay Naval sy 
my spittle to Mag. My trust im i Hun, whe CH Bites on 1, 
Wilhivid auu besto.. We have suffered m aud, if tmploymer 
pelsou abu puckei, bul wiih leelings of isterest Iso, a | 
waru uur Deluved CoublLy avu uurLy tu Lhe cause, 4 ing approp: 
uke the widow | was willing lu cConirivule mM) wie Iso, a t 
ior the honor vf the country he bad so jong cept Biter Rp ‘Joh 
gebled, aud aS a vulitul wile to lolluw him ip wee Com. Pa 
or woe, according lo the pressure of misiurtune, 4 Mnittee 
In iMpending canger, the beak Liasts of adver] Hof Con, p) 
shouid bot chili wy ardur, iw iuoliowing his savice Florida I 
aid bis Cause, ad trust to God. f lon calling 

“We will iuse neaiy ove balf of our stock “Biination 9. ti 
goous. No doubt the U.S. government will 106" Bian, yet in 


uity Mr. Cuase at a future day. od 
“Our house will be turned into a garrison, 4 

three held picces will ve placed upon it. 1 aw . 

ng tO Stabd vy wy Husband al a gun unul we bul 


°remain tt 
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as adupted 







d clai 

dit of are victors. Be &. M 
*} pave Leen trying to keep a journal of the bead" Bing Upon the 
ties of the drama, iw ralver a rough Jurm, aud 1) Mion a, lo s 


place ip your hauds ai a future day. 
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merican Tae War.—New Plan of Operations—Extraordin- | Survey of Portsmouth harbor, NV. H. Mr. Atherton, Mr. Benton, stated that ‘the bill was before the 
my first ary Revelations —-We read in the La Patria of the offered a resolution calling upon the secretary of | senate, as in committee of the whole. He wished 
ave way gjst ult., a Spanish paper published in New Orleans, | war for copies of the maps of the said recent sur-| this subject disposed off as a separate act, and not: 
God had by Aleman & Gomez, the following extraordinary | vey. The resolution was referred to the committee | to encumber the army bill with it. ° . ! 
anticipa. revelation of the new plan of operations in the war }on commerce. The bill was read. It was°the same that Mr: 
tion, and with Mexico: Mr. Alien’s resolutions respecting the prosecution | Benton had proposed yesterday as an amendment to 
save, and “The government appears to confide much in Ge- | of the war with Mexico, were made the special or-| the army bill. f Sings | 
ge in our neral Scott, who has just gone to the field of opera- | der for Monday, the 18th inst. A long debate ensued as to the point of order, in’ 
tions, and from whose diplomatic and military tactics, | The senate adjourned. the course of which— 
retend to jt hopes to gain great advantages. The planofope-| Janvary 15. Bounty lands to cfficers and privates! Mr. Webster, remarked upon the frequent devias’ 
Je seemed rations, we learn, is as follows: enlisting for the war. Mr. Benton, asked the unani-| tions from the rules in respect to reading bills'a se-: 
mn, T again Gen. Taylor, instead of moving upon San Luis Po- | mous consent of the senate to introduce a bill giving | cond time. He would vote for the bill, eitheras an: 
oats man. tosi, will repair to Saltillo, where he will remain for | grants of land to non-commissioned officers and pri- | amendment to the army bill, or in a distinet bill; 
their own ashort period. Gen, Scott, after having made some | Vates who may have enlisted or shall enlist to serve | and cared not in which form, but disliked to have 
the broad arrangements on the Rio Grande, will hasten to during the war with Mexico. the rules of the senate disregarded. : 
e and red, Tampico, where be will assume the command of the | Mr. Cameron, objected, as he considered the bill! Mr. Clayton, said this bill was already before the 
Ir. Chases 7,000 volunteers recently called out and ordered to | calculated to set aside the amendment he had pre- | committee of the whole as an amendment to the 
then pull- assemble at that point. From Tampico, General | viously offered. army bill; he moved therefore that the senate pro- 
house-top, Scott will march towards Vera Cruz, and Gen. Tay-| Mr. Benton, then moved to take up the bill to in-' ceed to the consideration of the army bill. ‘As a 
th my own jor will make a simultaneous movement towards | crease for a limited period the military force of the | distinct bill this could not be read to-day: a second 
ir. Uder— Tampico, with all the troops he can muster, after | United States; which motion having been agreed | time without unanimous consent. 
hus we de- leaving sufficient force to garrison Saltillo, Monte- | to— Mr. Benton, demanded the yeas and nays. 2 
t for some rey, Victoria, &c., and in union with Gen. Worth’s Mr. Badger, moved an amendment as a substitute Mr. Berrien, was in favor of the amendment, but 


or wational division, will join Gen. Scott, who will have at his 


command the new military arm of rocketeers and 


alled upon howitzeers. 

plied it was At the proper moment, fifteen or sixteen vessels of 
iid | had no the American squadron, with a force of from 230 to 
r of opinion 300 guns of all sizes and calibres, will appear off San 
id it Wasa Juan de Ulloa, and begin the attack upon the castle. 
wg the city According to the new plan of operations the land 


‘ntot Viexj. 


forces will rendezvous at the mouth of the river 
on sabe!” and 


Antigua, which empties into the Gulf a short dist- 


oer. They ance to the north of Vera Cruz, and ascend the same 
, and asked to where the main road to Jalapa crosses it. If this 
He replied, plan be speedily put into execution, there can be no 
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doubt that Vera Cruz and the Castle will as speedily 
fall into the power of the American forces; but if any 
faith be put in Santa Anna’s declaration, it is plain 
he will be able tocut off the advance of Gen. Taylor 
from Saltillo." 

Mr. Gomez, the editor of La Patria, and the au- 
thor of the above, is the same person, who was ap- 
pointed by Gen. Scott, while tarrying in N. Orleans, 
to be one of his staff, and whose commission was af- 


he was not a friend to the American cause. Did Go- 
mez obtai the above information while he was Gen. 
Scott's aid?— Washington Fountain. 





A Washington letter in the New York Commer- 
cial Advertiser thus refers to the above publication: 
Colonel Totten, chief of the engineer department, 
has gone to Mexico, secretly and with despatch. 
If you wish to know the whole plan of the new 
campaign against Mexico, you will find it in the 
Spanish paper, published in New Orleans, by Senor 


sigan. Cow Gomez, called La Patria. Senor Gomez obtained 
rities cam. 10 it probably from good authority. He was, I be- 
Conner. My lieve, the aid de camp of Gen.Scott,for a short time. 


ie uepal iment, 
officers com 
vt Fort Liver 
‘They arriy 
(rer cawe Mr. 


] repeat that the plan is correctly given, and that 
through it you will know as much as the secretary of 
war knows. Those whose official relations entitle 
them to know, tell me that it is the plan. 
= sieniiitommad 


TWENTY-NINTH CONGRES 


s, 
SECOND SESSION. 


SENATE. 

January 13. .The solemnities of the funeral of 
tenator Pennysacker, of Virginia, occupied both 
houses, and no legislative business was trans vitted 
this day. 

January 14. 
chair. 
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Vice President Dallas, resumed the 


isting war hat 
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sented. 


Naval surgeons. Mr. Fairfield, from the commit- 
lee on naval affairs, reported a bil! providing for the 
tmployment of additional surgeons in the navy. 

_ Also, a bill to limit the oprration of the act mak- 
ing appropriations for naval service of the year 1848. 
Also, a bill for the payment of the claims of Wal- 
let R. Johnson. 

Com. Paul Jones. Mr. Cameron, from the same 
minittee, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
f Com. Paul Jones. 

Florida Indians. Mr. Jarnagin, proposed a resolu- 
ln calling upon the secretary of war for infor- 
nalion as to any agreement with the Seminole In- 
ang yet in Florida, under which they are permitted 
*remain there, their number, condition, &c., and as 
Othe practicability of removing. The resolution 
48 adopted. 

d claims at the Sault de St. Marie, Mechilimaci- 
Sc. Mr. Woodbridge, proposed resolutions call- 
-§ Upon the secretary of the treasury for informa- 
Nas lo surveys, maps, reservations for military 
v'poses, &c. of the public lands in that direction. 
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lerwards revoked by the General on the ground that | 


Anumber of memorials and petitions were pre- | 


for that offered by the senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Benton, proposed to offer, by way of amend- 
ment, the bill which he had just asked leave to in- 
troduce. 

The presiding officer, observed that there was al. 
ready an amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. Benton, said it was with extreme reluctance 
that he entered upon a subject of this magnitude 
without having an opportunity of seeing in print the 
amendments which had been proposed, and without a 
minute’s time to consider what was to be the practi- 
cal effect of the action of the senate in regard to 
these granis of public lands. Other gentlemen 
might be prepared to vote upon the proposition now 
pending, but he was not; and he desired so to man- 
age as to obtain time for thought. in order to under- 
stand what would be the operation of such enact- 
ment; and it was with a view to gain time for the 
proper understanding of the subject that he had 
moved a bill, (not entirely satisfactory to himself, it 
was true, for it had been hastily prepared,) and ask- 
ed the unanimous consent of the senate that it might 
be read and printed, and that the subject should be 
laid upon the table till to-morrow. Mr. B. moved 
that the amendments which had been offered, and 
thuse which might be offered, be printed, and that 
the whole subject be postponed until to-morrow. 

Further amendments were proposed by Messrs. 
Cass, Houston, and Bright. 

And a brief debate occurred, in which Messrs. 
Benton, Badger, and Cameron participated. 

After which, the motion to print and to postpone 
the further cousideration of the subject was adopted. 

The consideration of the bill to authorize the ap- 
pointment of 


oe pers general, was then resumed. [See page 
Cherokee commissioners. Copies of their instruc- 
tions reported by the secretary of war, in compli- 
ance With a call therefor, were laid before the senate. 
Post office department. A report of the treasury of 
the U. States, with accounts of the receipts and dis- 
bursements of the post office department for the 
year ending 3d June, 1846. 

Mail to Oregon. Mr. Niles, from the committee 
on post offices and post roads, reported a bill for 
trans™itling a mail to Oregon. Also, 

A bill to amend the act relative to postage and the 
franking privilege. 

On motion of Mr. Morehead, a call was made up- 
on the secretary of war for information relative to 
the commerce of the lakes, and of the western ri- 
vers,—of the proportion depending upon the lakes 
as a means of communicating with a market,—the 
amount of the steamboat, propeller, and sail boat 


thought it required amendment,—according to the: 
rules however, the bill as now offered by the 'sena+ 
tor from Missouri could not be read without unani- 
mous consent. “gins 

Mr. Benton, thought the gentleman from Georgia 
had ‘tanti-podestically” stated the rule. Mr. B. ar-: 
gued the point at some length, and was replied to’by 
Mr. J. M. Clayton, Mr. Berrien, and Mr. Cameron.’ 

Mr. Benton, was determined that the senate, the 
country, that the whole world should kaow the 
ground upon which he stood. He repeated, and 
would repeat, until it should be known every where, 
that the ground upon which he stood was the army 
bill, the bill for raising ten regiments; he intended 
to make it so plain that there should be no mistake 
here or elsewhere, as !o what he was doing. 

Mr. Cameron, hoped that when the whole world 
saw what the honorable senator from Missouri was 
doing, they would see what other senators were do- 
‘ing also. If so anxious about the measure, why not 
let us proceed at once with the bill? ks 
| Mr. Benton, had two pwints upon which he had 
| fixed his mind. The first was, that the United States 
‘should be sure of getting the services of the men for 
| the land she gave. ‘The second was, that the land 
should be secured to the soldiers, their widows, and 
| heirs, and not go into the hands of speculators. ‘It 
appeared that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
wants to put his amendment to the army bill in or- 
‘der to force it through the house. Do I understand 
| rightly the object of the gentleman? 

Mr. Cameron. ‘To save time, as I am anxious to 
come at the army bill, | reply that { do not intend to 
force the senate. 


Mr. Simmons, enquired if this bill was not the 
identical same bill that the honorable senator him- 
self yesterday proposed as an amendment to the ar- 
my bill. To-day it is a great offence to offer it ‘as 
an amendment. To Mr. 8S. this seemed like an at- 
tempt to “steal a march’’ upan the army bill. One’ 
would suppose the gentleman from Missouri would 
have been the last man to offer the amendment. 








Mr. Benton. ‘The honorable senator seems in his 
remarks— 

Vir. Simmons. J do not hear the senator. 

Mr. Benton. You will presently. 1 value the 


gentleman’s good will, and would not on any ac- 
count have any mistake upon the subject. How 
came I to offer the amendment? Because there had 
already been offered six or seven different amend- 
ments, and not one of them embraced that one point, 
—security of the land to the soldier. 

Mr. Allen, wished the controversy ended,—hoped 
the bills would be acted on separately, and both be 





tonnage upon the lakes, and the number of hands 
employed,—the facilities of railroads and canals 
with the Mississippi and Atlantic,—adaptation of 
the commercial means of the lakes to purposes of 
defence,—extent of the lake coasts,—number and 
condition of harbors, and their susceptibility of im- 
provement,—imeans of communication in the British 
rovinces on the lakes, and their adaptation to de- 
ence, &c. 

The senate adjourned. 


January 16.—.4rmories. A report from the sec- 
retary of war, of the expenditures and number of 
arms manufactured at the several national armories 
for the year ending 30th June, 1846, was laid before 
the senate. 

Bounty lands to soldiers. Mr. Benton, asked leave 
to report a bill granting bounty lands to soldiers serv- 
ing in the Mexican war, and asked for its immedi- 
ate consideration. 

Mr. Cameron, objected. Under the rules the bill 
must Jay one day on the table before a second read- 





* 


*retolution was adopted. 





'vote in the affirmative. 


passed. 

The question on the motion to postpone was taken 
by yeas and nays, and stood—23 to 23. The Vice 
President, considering it to have been his own fault 
in too rapidly making the enunciation, felt bound to 
So Mr. Benion’s bill was 
postponed. 

Increase of the army. Mr. Badger’s amendment, 
offered as a substitute for Mr. Cameron’s amendment, 
was first in order. 

Mr. Benton, argued against the amendment, as 
being not sufficiently guarded. 

Mr. Cameron. If I had a chance, would the senate 
accept the amendment of the senator from North 
Carolina as a modification of his own, and then the 
amendment of the senator from Missouri could have 
come in as an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. Benton. They cannot go together any more 
than fire and water can mingle. (A laugh.) 

Mr. Cameron. That is simply a matter of opi- 
nion. 

Varous defects were stated and amendments sug- 





ing would be in order. 


gested. Mr. Allen, Mr. Wesleott, Mr. Webster, Mr. 
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= 
Crittenden, and other members partook in the debate, 


Finally, on motion of Mr. Berrien, the bill was re-| rida would withdraw his amendment. 
Mr. Crittenden, desired to know from the honora-| before Monday. 


committed, with instructons to incorporate a grant of 
land to officers and volunteers. 


yeas 44, nays l—(Mr. Niles. ) 

The senate adjourned. 

Janvany 18. War department. A list of clerks 
and other persons in the employ of the department, 
was laid before the senate. 

Smithsonian Regent. The Vice President, appointed 
Mr. Cass, of Michigan, regent in the place of Mr. 
Pennybacker, deceased. 

A number of memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented, amongst them, some for the speedy close of 
the war with Mexico. Several for mail routes, &c. 

Mr. Diz, presented one from a number of the ci- 
tizens of New York, that a portion of the public 
lands be appropriated for the construction of a rail- 
road to the Pacific. 

By Mr. Sevier: Four several memorials from tlie 
legislature of Arkansas, asking an appropriation for 
the removal of the raft in Red river; for the esta- 
blishment of certain mail routes; for paymentof a 

“company of volunteers. Also, instructions to vote 
against any appropriation of land or money to pay 
the claims for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Call for information. Mr. Reverdy Johnson, propos 
ed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of treasury report to 
the senate—Ist. Whether any funds of the govern- 
ment, and if any, what amount, have been remitted 
from the Atlantic states to New Orleans, or to the 
disbursing officers of the American army in Mexico, 
since the lst of September last; and if remitted, in 
what funds remitted, whether in gold or silver coin, 
treasury notes, or bank checks; and if in whole or 
in part remitted in gold or silver, what has been the 
expense to the government of each of such remit- 
tances. 

24d. That he also report to the senate whether, in 
his opinion, the act of the 6th of August, 1846, en- 
titled ‘An act to provide for the regulation of the 
treasury and for the collection, safe-keeping, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public money,” 1s not 
calculated to prevent or embarass the government ip 

negotiating such a loan as will be required to carry 
on the existing war with Mexico; and whether it 
would not be to the interest of the United States to 
repeal such law or to suspend iis operation until the 
further order of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Woodbrige, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of war report to the 
senate what means of communication exist during 
the winter months between Fort Brady, at the Sault 
de S:. Marie, and Fort Wilkins, upon Lake Superior, 
in the state of Michigan, and his opinion concerning 
the necessity or expediency of opening a communi- 
cation by land between said forts; and also, so far as 
may be, between them and military posts at Michi- 
limackinac and on the lower peninsula of Michigan, 
together with an estimate of the expense of open- 
ing such overland communication. 

everal bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
amongst them a bill to create the office of surveyor 
general of the public lands in the territory of Ore- 
gon, and to grant donation-rights to settlers thereon. 

Public land graduation bill. The senate resumed the 
eonsideration of the bili for graduating the price of 
public lands; the motion pending being to strike out 
“fifteen” and insert ‘ten’ years, at the exprration 
of which time a reduction in price is proposed for 
lands having been that period in market. 

A debate of some length and some humor took 

Jace, as to the real value of much of the lands of- 

ered. The amendment was finally negatived by 
yeas and nays—ayes 17, nays 26. 


Mr. Yulee, then offered the following amendment: 

“That all the public lands in the states of Florida, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana, rated by the 
public surveyors as barren land, which shall nave 
been in the market ten years before the passage of 
this act, and which remain unsold, shall be subject 
to sale at the minimum price of fifty cents; and that 
all of the same land which may remain unsold at 
the expiration of five years from the passage of this 
act, shall be subject to entry at the minimum price 
of twenty-five cents.” 

Mr. ¥. supported his amendment by some re- 
marks. 

Mr. Huntinglon, observed that if they were going 


to pass a law to reduce and graduate the price of | consent that it should be postponed for several days, 


public lands, as this bill purported to provide fur, he 
thought it would be unquestionably better to make it 
general, and not to make exceptions in regard to par- 
ticular lands. For his own pait, however, he was 
totally opposed to the principle of the measure. He 
had given bis views upon it heretofore, and had vot- 


rs. The yeas and nays/ ble mover of this amendment what was meant by 
were called upon recommitting, and appeared— | the phrase ‘rated as pine land?” 
so rated? 


By whom was it 


Mr. Yulee, said he intended land which was re. 
ported by the surveyors of the public Jand in their re 
turns to the land office. 

Mr. Crittenden, suggested that it had better be a 
little more specifically stated. 

Mr. Yulee assented, and modified his amendment 
accordingty. 

Mr. Criltenden, observed further, that-he had no 
doubt it would be for the benefit of some of the 
states, and of Florida especially, where there was 
so large a quantity of vacant lands, to reduce the 
price a little lower. 

Mr. Allen, said he thought it would be a difficult 
matter, if not altogether impossible, to classify these 
lands acccrding to their qualities. 1t would require 
a long time and immense expense to do it. The cost 
would probably be equal to the value of the lands. 
He should, therefore, vote against the amendment. 
Mr. Westcott, said all the difficulty with regard to 
his colleague’s amendment appeared to originate in 
the fact that his friends the honorable senators from 
Ohio and Kentucky did not seem to exactly under- 
stand what a Florida pine barren was—he supposed 
because all of the lands in their states were of good 
quality. Now, the general land office here would 
have no trouble in deciding as to what lands were 
intended to be excluded. ‘There were, he believed, 
as many as fifty or sixty townships of land in East 
Florida alone of which the exterior or township 
lines had been surveyed, but the United States sur- 
veyors had reported that the lands, being pine bar 
rens, were not worth the cost of surveying the inte- 
rior or section lines; and, consequently, they had 
never been finished, nor never would be. The U. 
States wouid never sell one acre out one thousand 
of this land for any price. Now and then there were 
patches of fifteen or twenty acres, sometimes more, 
in the midst of these pine deserts, of tolerable land, 
bul the cost of surveying them and the trouble woulu 
not meet the expenses of sale. He (Mr. W.) had, at 
the instance of persons who desired to get such 
small spots, asked the general Jand office,a few 
months ago, to survey them and offer them for sale, 
but they stated to hit the obstacles in the way, and 
he was satisfied the refusal was correct. Why do 
the United States desire to keep these lands? Put 
them in the position that his colleague’s amendment 
proposed, and the settlers would in some cases, as 
they could afford to do so at the reduced price, 
pay for the surveys of smali tracts themselves. Do 
the United States intend to keep these lands always? 
‘There were several hundred thousand acres in West 
Florida alone that he would not take asa gift, of 
which, however, if this amendment passed, some 
hundred acres, perhaps two or three thousand, in 
small traets, could be sold tocitizens of Florida 
who raise stock, using the surrounding barren as a 
range while they settled on the small spots that could 
be cultivated. He hoped the amendment would be 
adopted. 


Mr. Dayton, said that this amendment, when view. 
ed as the introduction of a new element into the 
system of graduation, became a matter of some im- 
portance. If this new element was to be introduc- 
ed, where would they stop? Might not other states, 
on the same principle, claim exemption? He be- 
lieved it would lead to endless confusion. 

Mr. Calhoun said, if he believed that this amend- 
ment could be adopted without other discriminations, 
he would vote ior it; but, under his present impres- 
sions, he must vote against it. 

The question being put, the amendment was nega- 
tived. 

The bill was then reported to the senate. On or- 
dering itto be engrossed and read a third time, the 
yeas and nays were demanded. 

Mr. Johuson, of Louisiana, moved that the ques- 
tion be postponed until to-morrow, remarking that 
several senators were absent, who, he had no doubt, 
would be desirous of being present when the vote 
was taken. 

Mr. Sevier, favored the postponement, and Mr. 
Breese, also assented. 


all, he hoped the gentleman on the other side would 


in order that they might have an opportunity to pro 
cure information which it was important they should 
possess. He wanted to know how much land would 
be imn.ediately affected by this bill, and how much 
would fall into market under its operation at dif- 
erent periods. He moved, therefore, that the bill 





ed against it, and should most assuredly vote against 
it again. 


be postponed until Monday next. 


Mr. Crittenden, said, if it was to be postponed at 


—————=——_"_ 


Mr. Breese, hoped the honorable senator from Flo- { present state of the business before the senate, if the 
bill was postponed, it would not be again reached 


mistaken as to the stage in which this bill was now.— 
But he had spoken under the impression that it was be 
fore the senate as in committee of the whule; if eo, an 
amendment could be inserted, and the senate would 
have an opportunity to strike out that amendmen}; of, 
at least to record its vole upon it when the bil was la 
ken out of committee. It was a point, however, which 
he never could yield, that the bill should be made to 
conform to the instructions given to the committee, 
Mr. Benton. The sevator from South Carolina makes 


put in an amendment, and immediately to knock it out 
Ani that forthe purpose of showing that the senale 
will make them vbey? For that isthe ground upon 


propriate motion is to re instruct the committee. 
inove to re-commit the instructions; and in the same 
time, sir, Lsay again that the committee acted [ik 
men of business. 

Mr. Calhoun. I am not apt to be excited or to be pu" 
erile. ‘There is no accusation about it; there is no acct 
sation of revolt. The majority of the committee the i" 
selves sustained him in the view he took. But it wa 
the senator from Missouri himself who set up the autl® 


which the senator puts it—of disobedience, of revolt. 0 YEAS 
disrespect; and itis inthis way tiat the senate SB Brgy, G, 
chide the committee, like children putting chips upon erwin, Da 
one another’s head and k: ocking them off. The 4) Bif¥obns.,, 9; 


? a 
igite question was then put on postponement untii fr 
onday, and the yeas and nays were taken—yeas wi 
21, nays 20. ths 
On motion of Mr. Dix, the senate proceeded {o ba 
the consideration of executive business, and, after a tie 
short time spent therein, adjourned. tha 
January 19. A report from the secretary of war ht 
showing the contracts made by the department i 
during the year 1846, and ca 
A communication from the same, in compliance and 
with a call of the senate, showing the appropriations the 
made for the construction and repair of roads, fort}. the 
fications, harbors, and improvements of rivers, werg on! 
laid before the senate. M 

A number of memorials and petitions were pie. at 
sented. that 

Peace app? priation bill. Mr. Sevier, from the com. P Ml 
mittee on foreign relations, reported “A bill making gena 
further appropriations to bring the existing war with ered 
Mexico to a close.” The bill proposes to appropri. amoi 
ate $3,000,000 to discharge any extraordinary expenses Mi 
which may be incurred in bringing the war to a mit 
conclusion, to be applied under the direction of the M 
president, who shall cause an account thereof to be gh 
laid before congress. Mr. S. intimated that he Soy 
should call the bill up at an early day. ei 

Bounty lands for revolntionary services. Mr. Wood- . a 
bridge, from the committee on public lands, reported 0 Sa 
a bill in addition to former resolves, &c., heretofore ries 4 
passed, of bounty lands to officers and soldiers of the sed th 
revolution upon continental establishment. had : 

Lands for internal improvements. Mr. Ashley, from was to 
the same committee, reported a bill to grant to the ranks 
state of Louisiana certain lands for internal improve- been f 
ments. and it 

A number of other, mostly private bills, were re. Saker a 
ported. 

Bounty land bill. Mr. Benton, from the committee nee 
on military affairs, to whom the bill from the house boun ti 
authorizing an additional army had been reler- of the | 
red, with instructions, reported the same with that a1 
amendments. The amendments were read, and by dred dc 
request, read a second time. of that 

Mr. Berrien, objected to the amendments, They to be pi 
were not in compliance with the instructions of the p terh 
senate to the committee. los “49. 

Mr. Benton, admitted that the committee had not sable 
opened the instructions. They acted upon them from ties 10 0 
memory. that, if j 

A debate now took place, in which Messrs. Ben- those re 
ton, Berrien, Calhoun, Mangum, Buller, and Webster enlist he 
participated. It was admitted that the instructions decided] 
had not been complied with. in. b 

Mr. Calhoun, though not in favor of the amend- ey 
ment of the gentleman froin Georgia, considered it perhaps. 
due to him thatit should be put in the bill, the senate upon it as 
having given the instruciions. g0 and cy 

Mr. Benton said that, if the motion of the senator lern coun 
from Georgia prevailed, that provision would become a were not 
part of the bill by act of the senate, and could be again cultivatin 
dissented from. ‘The proper mode, he thought would Upon ther 
be to send it back tothe committee, and he now made ty fill the | 
that motion. feeking to 

Mr. Culhoun said he was notin the habit of doing Which wa 
any thing without due reflection. He might have been any gentle 
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Outright of 
phe end of 
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it a question of revolt—a question of revolt, sir, of diso ® such as 
bedience to the senate; of rebellion, for which the com> Hi "St eff-cr, 
mitiee is reprimanded by the scnate. Are we children BB Marging | 
building cob-houses? Is this senate, by a grave vote, (0 MM *4 thar ne 
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rity of the committee, and justified disubedience 0! 
instructions of the senate. ‘The senator himself seem’ 
to take the responsibility. I only said that if the dio" 
pedience was intentional, it was a disrespect to the se 
ate. Ican only claim now what should have bee! 
done if the committee nad uot made an oversight. 47 












| Mr. Sevier, said he thought it very likely, in the 


is due to the senate. 
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Mr. Benton denied that there was any revo't on the 
part of the committee, and mn*-ntained that the senator 
from S. C. was not justified in charging the committee 
with an act of disrespect towards the senate. He took 
the whole upon himself; and he was astonished to find, 
having for seven and twenty years discharged the da- 
ties appertaining to him as a public man with diligence, 
that he was now for the first time, arraigned before the 
world for neglecting the business of the senate; and it 
was brought to a Guestion by yeas and nays whether he 
should be chastised. fle had moved to recommit the 
instructions. and upon that motion he asked tiie yeas 
and nays. He should also ask the yeas and nays upon 
the gentleman’s proposition; and if it were carried, and 
the amendment put in, he would ask the yeas and nays 
on striking it out. 

Mr. Calhoun said that, as the senator had himself 
agreed to do the thing which he desired should be done, 
though by a more circuitous mude, he should vote for his 
proposition.  rtediss 

Mr. Mongum regretted such eensibility on the part of 
senators He could see no occasion for it He consid- 
ered it an inadvertance on the part of the committee,not 
amounting to disrespect to the senate. 

Mr. Westcott deprecated delay and opposed recom- 
mitment. He was for acting on the bill at once. 

Mr. Benton’s motion to recommit was decided by 
yeasand nays. Yeus none—nays 50. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Berrien’s amend- 
ment. 


Mr. Webster said that. upon the proposition for giv- 
ing land bounties to officers, whether of the regular 
army or for vwlunteer corps, he entirely concurred with 
the honorable senator from S. Carolina who last addres- 
sed the senate. ‘The distinction to which the senator 
had alluded he took to be weil tounded. The object 
wasto present inducements tu soldiers to enter the 
ranks of the army or of the volunteer corps; and it had 
been fuund in our service heretofore, it was found now, 
and it was likely to be found hereafter,as it was in other 
services, that something iu the way of bounties to in- 
duce enlistmen's for any considerable period of service 
was essentially necessary. Some gentlemen in the gen- 
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ate would r evilect how high !and bounties and money 
bounties Were proposed to be carried towards the close | 
of the last war with England. His recollection was, | 
that a money bounty of considerably more than a hun. | 
dred dollars was authorized by congress before the close | 
of that war to be given to private soldiers, the half of it | 
to be paid down, and the remaining half when the re 
cruit joined his regiment or the corps to which he was | 
destined. And, while he was up, he would merely say, | 
to spare the necessity ot hearing from him again on this | 
subject, that while he dit not thik it wise to offer boun- | 
ties to Officers of any grade, at the same time he thought 
that, if it were intended. as he presumed it was, tu fill 
those regimenis promptly, speedily, the inducements to | 
enlist held owt by this bull were not sulliicient—clearly, | 
decidedly not sufficient. A 
And one word on the subject of these restraints upon | 
alienation, which in the view taken by the honoralle 
chairman of tue committee on military aftairs, might | 
perhaps be very proper. ‘i‘he honorable chairman looked 
upon Las a present made to working mea, who would 
go and cultivate the lands thus given to them in the wes- 
lern county. He took it for granted, however, that they 
were not now engaged in considering the best mode of 
cultivating che western lands or of inducing men to settle 
Upon them. ‘The point at which they were aiming was, 
tu fili the army upon an urgent necessily, and ‘hey were 
teeking to propose sometiig in the way of inducements 
Which was best calculated to attain that object. Did | 
any genteman doubt that, in the case of a young man 
about entering into the service, an offer made to him 
outright of his land, whatever it was, by a certificate at 
the end of his service which he could dispose of, which 


that such a bounty would produce a more ready eulist- 
Ment than io tell him that he should receive a certificate 
which he could not dispuse of or use otherwise than by 
Ging and living upon his !and? Suppose he were a 
Mechanic, whose business was in cities or 1 the interior | 
of the older states. Let the recompense for his services 
besuch as he can tura to account; this would be the | 
most eff-ctual means of obtainiug enlistments. Without | 
Marging therefore, upon this point, he would merely 


ned hai he was averse [0 linpose restraints upon aliena- 
ons, 





lhe question was then put on the amendment, and tle 
Yeas and nays beidg taken, were as follows; 

YEAS.—Meessrs. Allen, Badger, Berrien, Breese, 
Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, 
orwin, Dayton Hannegan, Jarnagin, Johnson, of La. 
vhnso, of Md., Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
telps, Rusk, Simmons, Sturgeon, Westcott, and 
vud bridge--26, 
NAYS.—Messrs. -A rcher, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 


humas Ciayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dix, Evans, Fair- 

me Greene, Houston, Huntington, Niles, Pearce, Se- 
N . ry 

St, Speight, ‘l'urney, Upham, Webster, and Yulee— 


4 he Presiding Officer voted in the negative. 

0 the amendment was rejected. 
ude Corwin proposed to ainend the bill, by giving the 
~ 8 and volunteers land warrants instead of land, 

at they might dispose of them at pleasure. 

' Rusk, offered an amendment to Mr. Corwin’s 
nendinent. 
“ebate took place in which Mr. Huntington, Rev’dy 


*hason, Mr, Woodbrige, and Mr. Benton partook. 





committee of the whole on the Oregon territory bill, 
(Mr. Cobb in the chair.) 








~ i en — a en 


Mr. Corwin moved to postpone the subject until to- 
morrow—negatived, yeas 22, nays 28. 

A motion was now made to adjourn, on which the 
yeas and nays were called and appeared ayes 32, nays 
18. The senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


ADDITIONAL ARMY BILL. 

Yeas anv Nays on the final passage of the addi- 
tional army bill in the house of representatives, 
January 11th, 1847: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
Atkinson. Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Jas. 
Black, Jas. A. Black. Blanchard, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brockenbrough, Broadhead, Milton Brown, Wm. 
G. Brown, Buffington,Wm. W. Campbell, J. H. Camp- 
bell, Carroll. Cathcart, J.G. Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, R. Chapman, Chase, Chipman. Clarke. 
Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Constable, Cottrell, Crozier, Cul 
lom, Cummins. Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett 
Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery. Doug- 
lass, Dunlap. Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Edwin H. Ew- 
ing, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, 
Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grover. Hamlin, Hampton, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hastirgs. Henley, Hil- 
lard, Hoge,]. £. Holmes, Hopkine, Hough, John W. 
Houston, Geo. S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hun- 
gerford, Jas. B. Hunt, Hunter, Chas. J Ingersoll, Jos. 
R. Ingersoll, Jenkine, James H. Johnson, Jos. Johnson, 
A. Johnson, G. W. Jones. S Jones, Kaufman, Kenne- 
dy, P. King, T. B. King, Lawrenee,Leake, Leffler, Leib, 
La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mc- 
Clean, McCielland, McClernand, McCrate, McDaniel, 
J.J. McDowell, Jas. McDowell, McHenry, McKay, J. 
P. Martin, B. Martin, Miller, Morris, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne. Pendleton, Perri'l, Perry, 
Petit, Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberta, J. A Rockwell. Saw- 
telle, Sawyer, Scammon, LH. Sima, Albert Smith, T. 
Smith, Robt. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 
St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, 
Jaines Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tib- 
batts, Toombs, Towns, Treadway, Trumbo, Went 
worth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot. Wood, 
Woodward, Woodworth, Young,and Yost—I71. 

NA YS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Collamer, Cran- 
ston, Culver, Delano. John H. Ewing, Foot, Giddings, 
Grinnell, Hale, E. B. Holmes. S. D. Hubbard. Hudson, 





| Washington Hunt, Daniel P. King. Le wie, MceGuughey, | 
| Melivaine, Marsh, Moseley, Ripley, Julins Rockwell, 


oot, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smuh, Caleb B. 
Smith, Benj. Thompson, T.den, Vance, Vinten, White, 
Winthrop, and Woodrnf—34. 

‘Tuorspay, Jan. 14. 


—JAN. 23, 1847—-CONGRESS. 


325 








ayes 70, nays 72. Many members not voting until 
os question should be taken by yeas and nays in the 
ouse. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the following proviso 
be added to the 14th section: 

‘And provided further, That the first delegate shall 
serve only for the congress for which he is elected.” 

Mr. Sawyer, moved to amend the 14th section by 
limiting the amount of mileage to any delegate to 
congress from the territory not to exceed $2.000,— 
and that the mileage of uny member to congress or 
41600. other than from Oregon, should not exceed 

The latter clause of this amendment was ruled 
out of order, as irrelevant. 

Mr. Brodhead, moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting $3,000 instead of $2,000—negatived. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rockwell, the 18th section was 
amended by adding ‘‘the 36th section” to “the 16th” 
section of land in each township, to be appropriated 
to purposes of education. 

Mr. Douglass, proposed as the 20th section of the 
bill, a provision requiring all officers appointed un- 
der the provisions of this or any bill adoptedgthis 
session, lo give security for public moneys that may 
be entrusted to them. Adopted. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill as 
amended. 

Mr. Douglass, demanded the previous question. 

Mr. Burt, of S.C., now renewed his motion to 
amend the bill as proposed in committee of the 
whole. The previous question on the amendment 
was called and sustained. The yeas and nays were 
as follows: 


Y EAS— Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barrin- 
er, Bedinger, Bell, Jas. A. Black, Bowden, Bowlin, 
oyd, Brockenbrough, M. Brown, Wm. G. Brown, 

Burt, J. G. Chapman, A. A. Chapman, R. Chapman, 
Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Cottrell, Crozier, Cullom, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, G.Davis, Dobbin, Dock- 
ery, Douglass,Gentry, Giles, Graham, Grider, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Hastings, Hilliard, I. E. Holmes, J. W. 
Houston, G. S. Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hunter, C. 








J. Ingersoll]. Jos. Johnson, A Johnson, G. W. Jones, S. 
Jones, T. B. King, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Long, Lump- 


‘kin, MeDaniel, Jas. McDowell, McHenry, McKay, 


B. Martin, Morse, Parish, Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pils- 


| bury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Seddon, Simpson, R. 
: Smith. Stanton, Stephens, Thomasson, Jacob 
The Speaker, |aid before the | son, Tibbatts, Towns, Treadway, Trumbo, Woodward, 
house communications stating the amount of public | 


money on deposit—the number of clerks employed | 


homp- 


and Y oung—82. 


NAYS—Messre Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 


in the post office department—the number of en | mun, Benton, Jus. Black. Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Brod- 


rolled wilitia—amount of money expended on the | 


Rock river in the upper Mississippi—number of per- 


_sons employed in the Indian department—clerks in 


the stste cepartment—expenditures through the 


the table and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Seaman, of N. York, reported a bill to pre-| 
vent the importation of paupers and criminals into | 


the United States. 
Mr. Douglass, of {i]., made an ineffectual attempt 
to obtain the use of the hall for a meeting of the 


| American Colonization Society on the 19th inst. 


Mr. Hilliard, of Ala., reported a bill dividing the 
state of Alabama into three judicial districts. The 


50. 
Ocegon territorial government bill. 
Oregon territory bill. 


vious question. 


Mr. Ashmun, moved to lay the resolution upon the | 
| citizens of the United States. 


table. 


Mr. Boyd, of Ky, offered a. 
resolution to close the debate upon the Oregon bill | 
at half past two o’elock this day, and moved the pre- | 
| 5th section, which went to restrict the right to hold 


heed, Biffington, W. W. Campbell, J. H. Campbell, 
varioll, Catheart, Collamer, Cranston, Cummins, De- 
lano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, 
Erdman, J. H Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Fries, Gar- 


‘pil 4 me vin, Giddings, Gordon, Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hamlin 
commissioner of public buildings, &e. All laid upon | fi orde . f ‘ 


Hampton, Harper. Henly, Hoge, E. B. Holmes, Hough, 
S D. Hubbard, Hudson. Hungerford, W. Hunt, J. B. 
Hunt, Jos. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, 
Kennedy, Danie] P. King, P. King, Leffler, Leib, Levin, 
Lewie, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, McClernand, 
Jos. J. McDowell, Mc‘taughey, MclIivaine, Marsh, 
Miller, Morris, Moseley, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Perrill, 
Pettit, Pollock. Ramsey. Rathbun, Ripley, Ritter, Juli- 
us Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, 


| Sawtelle, Sawyer, Sc:immon, Schenck, Seaman, Seve- 
; jrance, Truman Smith, A. Smith, Thos. Smith, C. B. 
bill gave rise to debate, and was passed under the | 


operations of the previous question—yeas 114, nays. 


Smith, Starkweath:r, S'ewart, St. Joha, Strohm, Sykes, 

B. Thompson, James Thompeon, Thurman, Tilden, 

Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wick, 

Sonelnes Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, and 
ost—113. 


The question was taken on ccneurring in the 
amendment offered by Mr. W. W. Campbell to the 


office, and the right of suffrage in the territory to 
His amendment was 


Mr. Schenck, called for the yeas and nays which | substituted in committee by an amendment offered 
were ordered. The motion to lay upon the table| by Mr. Douglass. 


was lost—ayes 86, nays 93. 


Mr. Vinton, asked for a separate vote on the 


The resolution was modified, so nas to read three | amendment he had offered in committee of the 


o’clock, and as modified was adopted. 


The house resolved itself into committee of the | 


whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins in the 


chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the! 
bill to establish a territorial government of Oregon, | 


The question before the committee was on agree. | 
ing to the amendment offered by Mr. Burt, viz: to | 


in the 7th line in section J2, the following: “Inas- | 


much as the whole of the said territory lies north of 
| 


36° 30’ north latitude, known as the line of the 


Missouri compromise.” 


[The speeches of Mr. Burt, Mr. Pettit, and others, | 


wiil be inserted hereafier, with other proceedings of | 
this day.] 


The house adjourned. | 
Fripay, Jan. 15. ‘The house again went into | 


whole. 

The other amendments to the bill were then seve- 
raliy concurred in, including the amendment to the 
5th section. 

The question now, was upon the passing of the 
bill. 

Mr. Leake, addressed the house in defence of 


Won, Bagby, Benton, Butler, Cilley, John M. Claytoa, | insert between the word ‘‘and” and the word “shall,” | southern interests and the preservation of the con- 


stitution inviolate. phan 
Mr. Douglass, after a few remarks depreciating 
the agitation of the slave question, called for the 
previous question, but withdrew it at the request of 
Mr. McClernand, who spoke his hour in reply to 
Mr. Burt, and against slavery. 
Mr. Rheit, and Mr. Thurman, continued the debate. 
At half past 7 o’clock the house adjourned. 
Saturpar, Jan. 16. The Oregon Territorial Juris- 


diction bill on its passage was announced as the first 


business. Mr. Hamblin, of Maine, addressed the 


The vote on Mr. Burt’s amendment was rejected— | house in reply to Mur. Burt, and the southern argu. 
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mepis.in relation to slavery end the Missouri com- Mr. Gordon thought the bill ought to remain as it|do them injustice? Would he refuse them adequate to ¢ 
promise. [For an abstract of his speech and of other| was; he presumed that the strongest advocate of the; pay? Would he say that $10 a month was too much? of | 
members, speeches, see the debate under the caption | existing war would not contend that it was more| Mr. McC. contended that $10 given to volunteers he f 
Qf,eiaNve, QURSTION:| nferitorious than the previous wars in which the| was only equal to $7 given to the regulars. The one then 
Mr. Thurman and Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, each} country had been engaged; dnd was there any war | left his business and committed his capital, whatever to w 
made some.observations. | = .. in which we had been involved where the soldier! it was, to the care of another; he incurred various port 
‘Mr. Bowden,\of Alabawma, defended the southern | got aland warrant for serving less than three months? | expenses which the regular soldier did not; he fur- the « 
side of the question in an eloquent speech. This bill gave it to the man who should have served | nished his own clothing, and had to pay forit three of re 
Te, oiMr.. Wilmot, Mr. Speaker, 1 do not design to say} that time, and it was the shortest period to be found | times the amount at which it was charged to the reg. as th 
tf « mes 4 on the statute book. ulars. They were made the victimsof the most this | 
» Ff 40 speaker. The gentleman has not got the floor, Mr. Rathbun knew it was a popular move at all| shameless extortion. Besides, the spirit and genius in la 
a t (Jaughter.), It isthe gentleman from Pennsylvania | times to augment the pay of the army; but Mr. R. | of republican institutions favored the employment of man. 
{ on his richt. thought it better to secure what we did promise, and | force rather than a standing army. What, too, was Mi 
a & idMr. James Thompson, of Pa. commenced by an ex-} to take care that our defenders got good quarters, | the comparative value of the services of these men, woul 
& fF amination of the arguments adduced by Mr. Rhett, of | good provisions, good nursing, and good treatment; | by the side of those in some of our civil offices who oper: 
; oe South ‘Garolina. and then, instead of inquiring about pay, all they | were so much better paid. As to the public lands, to ea 
if Mr. McDaniel, of Mo. next addressed the commit- | asked would be to be led against the enemy. Let} no better disposition could possibly be made of them. the 
, 7 f tee—and concluded by moving the previous question— | this be done and the house would not again be put} This would givethem to mer who had risked their sued 
& € which was seconded though twenty members were | to the blush by having an officer to tell them that the | blood for the common defence, and in_ their hands 17.00 
i if demanding the floor. The yeas and nays were called, | volunteers had received nothing in six months; that| the land would be rendered productive and increase the es 
| ££ wpon the pussage of the bill, and stood, ayes 133,| they were in rags and unable to pay for those little | in value, and thus the general good be advanced.— had 2 
i 7 nays 35. juxuries so necessary in case of sickness. Let us see | [Mr. McC. here indicated his intention of offering an under 
7 33 ecMonpar, Jan. 18. The bill to increase the pay of| to this, and take measures which should secure to| amendment, which he sent to the clerk’s cable, in all 
1 oe thea and Volunteers, and to allow them bounty | them their pay when it became due. which gave to each volunteer a quarter section of to be 
. Get lands, wastsken up. The bill was read. if the means of payment were first secured, Mr. | land subject to entry, and made his warrant not acres 
| oe (Mr.<Coke moved to amend the bill by strikinz out R. would go as far as any man; but he would not put | transferable. ] millio 
rr two and inserting $3 increase, so as to muke the pay | a stop to two and a half or three millions of revenue In conclusion, he would say to the gentleman from restric 
: i 6f privates $10 instead of $9 per month. Mr. Went-| by making inconsiderate donations from the public | New York (Mr. Rathbun) that a tax on tea and cof- ken fr 
ai a worth proposed $5 increase, which was negatived.— | land. These views he knew might be very unpopular: | fee would operate much more equally than a direct been t 
Ri + Mr.' Coke’s amendment was adopted. he could not help that; he had long entertained them, | tax. which must be according to representation, and all co 
i ae * Mr. Boyd moved to amend by striking out “until | avd should do his duty by plainly expressing | would thus press more heavily on the free than on tered. 
a fh he is honorably discharged,” and insert ‘or who has | them. : the slave states. Nov 
ie been honorably discharged before the expiration of | Mr. McClernand said the entleman from N. York | Puyrspay Jan. 19th. Increased pay and bounty lands ferenc 
‘i if threé “monihs, in consequence of wounds or other | had taken some very strange positions. He adinitied | 5 phe army and volunteers. On mo'ion of Mr. Stephen the ber 
if disabilities received in the service.” that we ought to raise the pay of these troops to ten | gaams, the house resolved to close the debate in Und 
ae - Mr. Gordon, objected to giving lands to persons | dollars, if the state of the treasury would admit of it: | committee of the whole, on the bill to increase racietyd 
ue i who had served Jess than three months. and if not, why would it no? Was it because of the | ine pay and grant bounties to non-commissioned of- dreds « 
a i Mr. Boyd thought the bill liberal enough as it is, | Course of those who wanted to amend this bill? No;| gcers and privates of the army and volunteers, at 2 to buy 
a ae te the amendment as giving all due rewards of service | but because the gentleman from N. York, and others | orejock this day. The house immediately went into petty g 
hie: f) 4o'the man who might have been in the field but a with him, had voted against laying the tax asked for| committee and took up the bill. my whi 
ee Be sitigle day. The bill required of him three things— | by the treasury on tea and coffee: it was he who had| Mr. Bell of Ky. M. Starkweather of Ohio, and Mr. be fille 
2 ae first, that he should have volunteered to serve six | 0rought this inability on the treasury. _ | Boyd of Ky., debated the bill; Messrs. Thomasson, certific: 
fn. ee months; second, that he should have served three| Mr. Rathbun admitted that he had voted against) sqrkweather, Graham, of N.C. and Mr. Stewart, of forms ¢ 
ae ‘months; and, ‘third, that he should have obtained an | the tax on tea and coffee, and, so long as he enjoyed| py each seut up amendments to the bill. diers, 
aie honorable discharge. Could any country be asked to | ‘he honor of a seat on that floor, he should continue | The committee then rose, reported, and was dis- rants tf 
ay go beyond that? He thought the bill very liberal in | to vole against any such tax. When taxes should be charged from further consideration of the bill. Ti ese \ 
ie its’‘provisions, and that the house had better stop | "ecommended which were available, and would not} Oy motion of Mr. Boyd, the bill wit hall the prope ene 
ea ‘where it now drew the line. act with inequality aud injustice, he was willing to| ..q amendments was then referred to a select com. haps fo. 
‘id ‘ Mr. R. Smith thought the patriotic intention ought | Vole for them. But this pressed unequally and ul-| mittee of nine. The committee consists of Messrs. holuers 
ee tobe rewarded. He was for the amendment and | fairly on the state he in part represented here. When Boyd, Vinton, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Gra- The s 
ete for.the most liberal grants. the chairman of the committee of ways ard means ham, McClernand, Benj. Thompson, Wilmot, and be carri 
ae — Mr. Wentworth was for the amendment. He want. | Should show some feasible mode of raising more re-| penton, of these 
‘ia ed the sick soldier taken care of, as well as his more | Venue, Mr. R. should be in favor of it: but when he} The house proceeded next to the consideration of of the re 
it fortunate associate who served his full term. He | Proposed taxes the great bulk of which would ave) . question whether the print 5,000 copies of a re- broker 
I A was for rewarding the intention. to be paid by the lavoring population of New York port made to the house list session, by C. J. Inger- heriged t 
aid Mr. Chipman proposed to modify the amendment | 4d its vicinity, and such a@ tax alone was proposed | 51) relative to the Mexican war—Mr. I. addressed and for 
ae so as to read “‘who shall have been honorably dis- | ‘© preveut resort -o any other, he should vote as he| ihe house on the subject and urged that it be printed, once he 
ebarged for disabilities incurred in the service.” had voted. Mr. Rathbun, thought the money for printing so = hat 
Mr. Jacob Thompson moved to atnend the amend- Mr. McClernand could not see how Mr. R. had im-| many copies of a report made a year ago had better Me panes 
ment so as to read “who has served out his time and| proved the evidence of his consistency. Ile said,| be employed in carrying on the war. We were at a ag 
be entitled to an honorable discharge.” He after- | when the chairman of the committee of ways and|war—and wanted our resources to insure its suc- : course 
wards modified his motion so as to read ‘‘who should | :.eans should recommend a feasible mode of raising| cess. At the time the report was made it would ce mace 
then be honorably discharged, or may have been | revenue, he should go for it. Why, had not the pre-| have been well enough to have had it printed,—but ese was 
sooner honorably discharged.” sident recommended a tax on tea and coffee? Hej surely it was too late now to bring up and print a Niger 
Mr. Pollock opposed this amendment in the most| had. Had he told the house that a considerable!stale report, of a year old. The people now want Ng 
decided manner. He thought the bill was right a3/ amount of revenue might be obtained from such a|no abstract question, war was declared,—and it fe . Al 
it stood, but the amendment would be productive of \tax? He had. And that it was necessary in order| ought to be prosecuted with vigor. — in th 
‘total uncertainty. Who was to be the judge whether | to the obtaining of a loan? He had. ‘Then, if the; Mr. Ingersoll, thought that President Polk had Me. Bo 
the soldier was entitled to his discharge or nov? The | gentleman had been willing to provide means to pay | gone further than he ought to bave done to avoid a 0 offer a: 
|proper person to decide that point was the officer| the troops, he doubtless would have voted for 1.—| war with Mexico. He went on to oppose all the psnry the ¢ 
under whom he had served. If he was entitled to | The gentleman then hed rather aggravated his incon- | operations against Mexico, even to what Gen. Kear- peresenaty 
-be discharged, no doubt the officer would give him | sistency. Butthe gentleman said a tax on tea and | ny and commodore Sloat had done;—(some expres | = Saw by 
-his discharge. Certainly 1t would never do to send | coffee would operate unequally. Why, did tie gen—|sions of surprise) ‘1 mean almost all they have _ ot 
ate 40 the officer of the land office to settle that point — | tleman believe there was a mother in all this fand | done.” ; F Mr. fic 
1 ee “How could he tel) whether the man was entitled to an | who would not pay a little more for her tea, orever| Mr. I. having exhausted his hour on the subject of _ of iis 
ti honorable discharge or nol? The result, in practice, | give it up altogether, for the sake of getting prowpt| printing his report, the house went into committee Nake distis 
ee Cj -would be that the meritorious man would often be | and punctuai pay to herson who had left her to fight | of the whole and took up, me soldie: 
. deprived of his land bounty, while the least deserving | his country’s battles? ‘There was notone. Our wo-| The Indian appropriation bill. The bill was read A ers U 
ie would succeed and get it. |men had too much patriotism not to be willing to! whereupon— 4 i. ' Cu 
pe i Mr. Ewing, of Tennessee, said that the amendment , undergo any privations that the service of the country} Mr. Culver of N. Y. moved that the committee rise. me gore 
es. i presented a case that ought certainly to be provided | calledior. Mr.McC. was not thus inconsistent. He | This was opposed-—a party struggle ensued. The + €,) wha 
Be tor by law. The amendment would provide for two | had voted for the tax, and was ready to vote for any | majority appeared determined to allow no delay,— e. 
se | ie cases; the one for the men who should have served | oiler that might be necessary to raise the requisite | and yet were enabled to keep a quorum In the house. Mr. Vin 
4 ae for three months, though he enlisted for six, and the |amountof revenue. The geutleman had voted to Mr. Houslon proposed a resolution to close the od On Sale De; 
ne OE other where he was prevented from serving by having | give the president fifty thousand volunteers, and | bate in five minutes. ‘This the whigs resisted. The MM thes of the 
ae been tsken sick. Surely, after a man had patrioti- | threw on him the whole responsibility of conducting | five minutes were exhausted in counting votes. The MF ment wou 
ty eally volunteered, abandoned home and friends, and | the war, yet be shrank himself from the petty re—| committee rose, Dut again found no quorum. eerily ithe 
4 gone toa foreign country to encounter danger and sponsibility of voting a tax on tea aud coffee. This} A call of the house was made—and then— Usually ave 
death, yet there, instead of meeting the enemy and | certainly was a peculiar sort of patriotism. If the| By yeas 68 nays 52, the house adjourned. Mihtons of 
having an opportunity to show his fidelity to the | gentleman were willing to take in his place any thing Cid of it; 
honor of his country and earnjog some reputation | like the responsibility Le had thrown upon the presi- DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. HM lau been 
for himself, edt down by the fever of the | dent in his place, he would be ready to vote all the} Afonday Jan. 18th on an amendment to the army bil *atranis 
camp, or some fatal disease incident to the climate, | supplies necessary for this war. . . RS enue wu 
and might be discharged, honorably, on the ground of Mir. McC. admitted that our volunteers were ac- COERTIES 9S I eT oak Come, 
disability, he was as fairly entitied to the bounty in| tuated by far higher and nobler motives than a base BOUNTY bAAP2e vi. + hell his res, 
the Gill as he who had escaped sickness, and was | regard to gain. ‘They were impelled byanoble sense} Mr. Vinton rose that he might explain oe When ihe y 
able to serve out his three months, or who fell in | of patriotism, by a zeal to redress their country’s | believed would be the inevitable effect of this . a Mee it the 
battle. This amendment embraced both cases, and | wrong, and in part, too, by that spirit of adventure | the credit of the country. If it should be left, now be satisticu 
Mr. E. considsiee (hea as in all respects equally | which so strongly marked the character of our coun-| ever, in its shape as reported, it would prpseed i ~y Tus 
merit us. ltrymen. But weu'd the gentleman on this account| vote. He believed if the house could but be broug Digan, 
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to consider seriously the practical effects of some 
of the amendments which had been proposed 
he felt assured they never would consent to adopt 
them We had hitherto had two principal sources 
to which to look for the annual revenue for the sup 
port of government; one of these was the customs, 
the other the public lands. ‘There was no branch 
of revenue so certain, so safely to be calculated on, 
asthat from the sales of the public lands. Now 
this bill proposed to issue to the volunteers a bounty 
in la-d amounting in value two hundred to each 


an. 

ae Jacob Thomas, reminded Mr. Vinton that he 
would now explain to the house how this bill would 
operate in practice. The government issued serip 
to each volunteer to the value of $200 Supposing 
the war to end the present year, it would have is 
sued about 50000 such pieces of scrip. We had 
17.000 regulars now enlisted; and we had authorized 
the enlistnent of 10,000 regular troops. Then we 
had about 26,000 solnnteers mustered into service 
under the 'aw of the las session, which would make 
in all between fitty and sixty thousand certificates 
tobe issued. This would cover eight millions ot 
acres of Jand, which a! $1,25, would amount to ten 
millions of doliars. The scrip was tu be without 
restriction as to ils avsignment, and it was to be ta 
ken from any land open to entry, or any which had 
been ten years in market. his serip, then, wouid 
all come to the land offices to pay for land en- 
tered. 

Now, Mr. V. would go on to show the great dif: 
ference between the provisions of this bill and of 
the bounty law of the last war. 

Under this bill, the wkof the President’s signa- 
ture would scarce ve dry before hundreds and hun- 
dreds of wen would start for the army tu be ready 
to buy up the-e warrants from the soldiers. Every 
petty grocery, every sutler’s shop, all round the ar- 
my Where the soldiers were accustomed to go, would 
be filled with agents waiting eagerly to buy up these 
certificates. ‘lo say nothing of all the various 
forms of fraud which would be practised on the sol- 
diers, they would, in a fair way, buy up all the war. 
rants they could lay their bands on? What nexi?-— 
T: ese warrants tor 160 acres of land would sell at 
Various prices—-ome $100, some $50, some per- 
haps for $150, out all at a rate far under what the 
holders could get forthem at the land «ffices. 

The warrants thus procured would immediately 
be carried off to the various land offices, and in each | 
of these offices there would be, either in the person 
of the register or receiver himself, or some other, a 


a 





same amount! in Arkassas, (these all oeing then ter- 
ritories only.) 

These warrants, therefore, conld not touch the 
the sales of land within any of the States, nor in 
any other territories themselves beyond the limit; 
designated by law. We had it in our power to d» 
the same thing now; we might lay these warrants 
in Wisconsin or in Oregon within a speerfie district 
t» be surveved for thot purpose. Then the tissue 
of the warrants would not interfere with the sale of 
the public lands. But as the bill now stood, the 
warrants might he laid any where, for they would 
be received as money. 


But there was another conaderation of the most 
serions Moment, and that was the effect of this bil! 
in its practical operation on the public credit. If thrs 
war proceeded, we should have to rely on that credit 
to a large extent. A bill was coming up authorizing 
a loan of twenty-three millions, or the issue of treas 
ure notes tothat amount. To strengthen the public 
eredit and induce capitalists to lend their money to 
the government, that hill pledzed the punlic lands of 
the government as security for the payment. The 
proceeds of those lands were set apart to meet the 
interest of the Joan first, and then by degrees to pay 
off the principal. As this brannh of revenue was 
more certain than anv other, it vas equal to the ap 
pointment of an anouty to the amount of two and a 
half or three millions of dollars. This would be 
amply suffi ient to sustain the public credit—to pay 
the interestas it should accrue and gradually to re- 
duce the debtitself. The joan was to run for twen 
ty years; but, long before that time, the public lanes 
would have paid off every dollar. But should this 
bill go into effect, he questioned if we should get the 
loan at all without giving other security. 

Mr. V. said his chief parpose had heen to call the 
house tothis view of the case. He entreated gen- 
tleinen well to consider the nearing of this bill upon 
the public credit, to which resort must be had if tne 
War was lo go on. 


If the friends of the administration, who had the 
reins here in their hands, were willing to pass this 
bill without amendments, Mr. V. was prepared to 
vole for it; and while it would be certainly and ob 
viously better for the government and for the credit | 
oi the country, he believed it would be better for the 
soldier him-elf. If the amendments proposed should 


when the patent did issue those con i.tions coutd int 
ve Imposed upon the patentee, he aasenting? To be 
sure, the land could not be made forever inalienable; 
ety iy not a just law become binding upon 

im? 

Mr. Vinton replied that the general government 
having surrendered both right of jurisdiction and 
right of soil. the land necessarily became subject to 
the local jurisdiction of the state, and all provisions 
conditions contrary to that would be necessarily 
void Suppose congress should declare that land 
should go to a man’s widow instead of his heirs. 
‘f the state law directed a different conrse of de- 
scent the land must follow thestate law. 

Mr. McClernand asked how, under a contract be- 
tween the new states and the general government, 
the government could prevent the state from selling 
the land for taxes? 


Mr. Vinton said he had been just going to put that 
same question. No government restriction would 
go for any thing. A question would be raised whe- 
ther the title under the scrip would be good: the 
speculators would avail themselves of this to depre- 
ciate the value of it in the hands of the poor soldier, 
get his scrip for a song, and then come here and get 
remedial law, and put the difference in their pock- 
ets. He knew that, on the face of the bill, these re- 
strictions looked as ifthey would be very beneficial 
to the soldier; but on that subject history was the 
best test of truth. The bounty law of 1812 had been 
carefully guarded, and yet the soldiers sold all their 
scrip. Thetranusfer, to be sure, was declared to be 
ruil, and the speculators took the scrip under that 
risk, aud hence got far below par—in some cases as 
low astwenty dollars; then they came to congress 
and got all the restrictions remov-d, and sold the 
land for its full value. That would be just the course 
of things again. ‘Tnerefore Mr. V. was opposed to 
imposing restrictions of any sort. Let the solder get 
for his warrant all he could. Sell it he would.-= 
Restrictions all amounted to nothing, because con- 
gress never could be got to hold on to them. The 
land brokers knew that perfectly, and they got 
the land, in the mean while, tor next to nothing.— 


| Thus the soliier lost, the govern.vent lost, and no- 


body gained but the speculator. 
For these reasons, Mr. V. was in favor of leaving 
ihe warrants without restriction, and for confining 





be adopted, the result would be a greater and more 
widespread scene of speculation than the country | 
had ever witnessed before. He thought, however, 
it would be better to pass a law giving stock cer- | 





broker who dealt in these certificates. When a 
farmer entered the jand office to enter government | 
land for a farm for himself or bis son, be would at! 
once he touched on the elbow and called aside, and 
told that he could gel the same amount of land for a 
less price, and a warraut » vould be suld to him on 
terms agreed on between him and the broker, and 
of course the cash entry se had intended would vot 
be made. Shuuld this bill pass as now propose ., 
these warrauts would so meet the demand tor gov- 
ernment land that thal:Ource of revenue would suun 
be entirely dried up, ‘This ioust be the certain re- 
gull. Ali the land revenue would come into the of- 
fices in the shape of these warrants. 

Mc. Boyd were rose to say that it was his purpose 

10 offer an amendwent to the bill which should im- | 
pose the Same resiriclions in the transfer of these 
certificates as were provided in an amendment which 
he saw by the papers had been proposed at the oth- 
er end of the capitol, 
_Mr. Ficklin suggested to Mr. Boyd some modifica- 
lion of His awendment, which the regorter could not 
Very distinctly hear; be understoud vue to be to give 
the soldier or bis widow an interest in the land, to 
COhlivnue during their lives. 

Mr. Cummins ticre also stated his purpose to offer 
WM amendmest tu the Oil, (in the tora of a suusti- | 


ne) which was read at length at the cierk’s ta- 
le, 





Mr. Vinton res. med. As these warrants would be 
On Sale Deiow par (hey would supersede the cash en- 
Ines ul the puvlic lana, and in (his way the govern 
Ment would juse ior the space of three or four years 
Weert, the whvle of the land revenue, which had 
UWually averaged belween two ane a half and three! 
Miltons of duiiars perannum. There would be the 
Cid of it; and it ihe war srould continue till a 
hau beeu hecessary (oO issue One hundred thousand 
‘atrants instead fifty tuousand, this source of 


revenue would ve dried up tur six or seven years to 
Come, 


itis result had been iureseen ‘uring the last war 
When ihe vouuty warrants were provided, and to 
Meet itthe uct provided that ine warrants should 
be satistied out of a pecuttar jocality, and nowhere 
tle = ‘Two mithons of'acres were to ve taken im 
Mitigan, twO mulions mure 10 Liunois, aud the 





ispeculation in stock? 


lificates, bearing an interest of six per cent., lor the 
same amvunt as the svidier could get for bis land | 
warrant. Jt would be just as well for the soldier, | 
for in neither case would he himself settle the 
land. 


The scrip would almost all go to speculators. 
Mr. Boyd. What isto prevent the same sort of | 


Mr. Vinton replied, it would be prevented by the | 
fact that the certificate of stock would be just as good | 
as a bank bill; and who ever beard of a person’s sel- 
ling a good bank nole for less than itsamounl? Mr, 
V. said that ii the house would consent to that plan, | 
it wou'd, in the first plice, save the land revenue;— | 


| 2d. it would save us a million of dollars; 3d, it would | 
{ 


maintain the public credit. 


As to the amendment proposed by the gentleinan | 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Boyd) restricting the sale of | 
the scrip, if it was the same as that which had been 
offered in the senate,it made the warrants not as 
signable at all before the patent issued, nor for five 
years afterwards; and then it went on to designate in 
detail the rules of evidence, &c. in the transfer.— 
On this Mr. said that, in his opinion, the house had 
hv power to impose such a restriction. Ithad no 
authority to designate what should ve the course | 
pursued in the transfer, or what should be the tenure | 
of it. Ifthe land must be located in a territury,then in | 
indeed congress might do it: but not as to land in any | 
of the ststes There, the moment government parted | 
with the title, the laud must toliow the state laws o: 
transfer and descent, and the state laws of evidence | 
must govern in all cases. In respect to government | 
land within any ol the states, the general govern- 
ment bad parted with the right of jurisdiction to the 
stale authority; all it retained was the right of soil, 
when this passed to the soldier, the relation of the 
geveral goverument to the land ceased—il was at an 
end. The state courts must settle all questions re- 
spectiug it accordmg to state laws. If. indeed, the | 
state le_islalure chuse lo weg uiesce in restrictions 
imposed by Congress, it was ati very well; but if they 
determined Otherwise, all iegistation on the part ot 
ihe house would be of no eflect. 

Mr. Burt suggested the mquiry whether, if the 
government preseribed the conditions va whieh the 
lund shuuld ve held veture any patent was issued, 








them to a specific district of land, or else for the 
issue Of stork. It was true, that if these warrants 
were to be located in a limited district, the warrants 
would sink in price; and ifthe bill was left asit stood, 
the price would be better. But then they would 


‘dry up the land revenue and prevent our getting a 


loan. 

He regarded the bill as imperfect; yet,if no amend- 
meits Were put upon it, it would receive his vote.— 
He hoped, however, the whole subject would be 
thoroughly examined; and that, if possible, this bill 
would be put in such a shape that, while its provis- 
ions were acceptable to the soldier, it should not 
become the means of drying up the land revenue of 
government, and operating injuriously on the na- 
tional eredit. 

Mr. Cummins went at large into a speech, which 
occupied nearly his allottes hour, in explanation of 
the suostitute be had proposed to the bill, and in re- 
ply to “Ir. Vinton on certain points of his argument, 


in which Mr. C. differed from him. 


Tie comiuittee rose, and the chairman reported 
progress. 
‘The house then adjourned. 
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DEBATE IN THE SENATE, JANUARY 14, 1847. 


Mr Diz rose and said: 

Mr. President: The bill under consideration was 
introduced in accordance with the recommendation 
contained in the President's special message of the 
4th instant. ‘The reasons for asking the app intment 
ot a general to command all our military forces in 
Mexico were briefly explained in that message.— 
Having ttroduced the bill as a member of the com- 
mittee on military affairs, | deem it due to the senate 
and to the subject to state the considerations by 
which | have been governed in giving the measure 
my support. Our military operations in Mexico have 
neretofore been carried on in detached commands, on 
very extended lines, and in the execntion of enter- 
prises not only totally distinct from each other, but 
ul geographical distances so remote as to preclude 
anything like combination between the forces res- 
pectively employed in them. These enterprises have 
ali been successful. Santa Fe and Chihuahua have 
neen overrun and occupied by the military forces un- 
der Generali Kearny; the Californias by Colonel Fre- 
mont and our naval torces in the Pacific; New Leon 
aud part of Tamaulipas by Gen. Taylor; aod Duran- 
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go by General Wool and General Worth. The 


and usages, looking to organization in its narrowest 
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whole of northern and central Mexico, as far south | sense. When Napoleon was in command of the ar-| cies which may arise in the occupation of an enemy? men 
as the mouth of the Rio Grande and the 26th paral- | my of Italy after his first successes, the executive di- | territory—and, let me add, with as little disturbares thee 
} lof latitude, is virtually in, our possession. The| rectory determined to associate with him General | as possible to the local authorities and the ordinar mpeg 
exican authority may by this occupation be consi- | Kellerman, one of the best commanders of that day. | administration of justice—his station becomes one or y xy? 
dered eatinct in this extensive district, constituting, | Napoleon remonstrated against it in a letter written | the highest delicacy and importance. If a new grade mee 
if we include Sonora and Sinoloa on the eastern | in his usual terse and vigorous style; and he conclud- | is to be created, | repeat, the title of lieutenant ge- Soni 
shore of the gulf of California, from which I believe | ed by saying, that one bad general was better thanjneral will be admitted to be proper in a strictly mj. at 
H- the Mexican forees are withdrawn, about two-thirds | two good ones. Sir, there is great force and truth in| litary sense, and it is descriptive of the relation jp : ay b 
; of the entire territory of the Mexican republic and | the proposition. He intended to intimate that every | which the commander of the armies in Mexico wijj a 
i about one-tenth of its population. The land forces, | military body should have a distinct head; and cer- | stand to the President as commander-in chief of the Oe me 
% which these acquisitions have been made, are ra- | tainly the observation is eminently applicable to cas-| armies of the United States under the constitution — sessior 
if pidly concentrating upon the southern line of the | es in which the numerical forces are greatly dispro-| The proposed creation of a new grade in the army Re ub 
i subjugated territory. Their operation: are to be, in| portioned to the rank of the officer commanding them. | higher than any now known to the service, does not pia 
7 7 some degree, combined, instead of being carried on | For these reasons, if there were no others, | should | contemplate the creation or delegation of any new I will: 
Ff in separate divisions. General officers, who have | be in favor of the President’s recommendation to ap- | authority to the officer who may be appointed to it. ] proce 
af heretofore operated independently, are to come to- | point an officer of higher rank to command our ar-| He will possess no other powers excepting those now pte 
. ) getter and to act with each other in the accomplish: | mies in Mexico. possessed by military commanders. The act creating impair 
a Ff ment of common objects. At least four of these ge-| Thus far | have spoken of the proposed measure as the office limits its duration to the war with Mexico, Mr. 
. nerals have the same rank, that of major general, the | connected with sound principles of military organi It is proposed to be created for the extraordinary This 
i highest rank in the service; and precedence among | 2a:jon and command. I desire now tu et ip cha emergency in which the country is placed, and wil ty of M 
aie ae them in their respective arms is, therefore, to be de- | considerations of a different nature oe milit cease with it. V4 to 
ae termined by date of commission. In subordinate : eS oa co I east ‘ 
ie 7 Guan he winds ol eetiian cuontions of ree commanders in Mexico are operating in an enemy’s 1 desire it to be distinctly understood that the to be fi 
3 6 ¢ dends is inevitable. end eedanet, Suds : hele ved country of vast extent. They are overrunning pro- | measure is proposed with a view to the vigorous pro. but kep 
, Ee ehbnd | ‘teenvenionse But’ to ofa th r ey ht an the | Vincess reducing cities and towns, and providing for | secution of the war, and in this view only I support narchis 
of ehief comédend weer otedts aatnaraus fo ny eee pri the security of the subjugated territories under the | It. If we were to have a war of posts, or a long and spirit oO! 
gt now to be combined, and in such extensive op fatictie cules of international law, and according to the usag- | moderate war, the office would be unnecessary, and a 
ti ; dsedwtw be rarried ta; to be diteerided @ if tor m/e of civilized States. ‘These are high prerogatives, | I should not give it my support. On this point | ue. attentiy 
i ority of commission anéndt by sacert a of a the incidents of war, having their authority in con | sire to say a few words more. I concur fully in the disposec 
boa inc 6d bev tie lenet exceed! 44 / sealiia ere re | ventional rules beyond the civil constitution and mu | sentiments expressed by the senator from Kentucky tu the re 
i a in setiledce ne oy Nat ingly a ee a e, not yes J nicipal laws of our own country. Itis very desira- [Mr. Crittenden] at a late session of the senale, with It is the 
; ib very circumstance nal. oot — wo at : ne ble that the depositary of these high and extraordin- | regard to a vigorous prosecution of the war. I see commer 
; aallidighd wenious edtion:. wed Saat yen ver { i ary powers should not only carry with him the re-| noalternative but to advance with a competent force, question 
Po sie *Pettateatioan OF plans of cain “we pre as toe ° | quisite military talents, but that he should also pos- and compel Mexico to make peace. Least of all dence 81 
; feat when recite pene by ee a we wre ne ©- | sess the experience and the civil qualifications indis- | would 1 approve the policy which has been referred ed as de 
|e per co-operation on the hs othe eat: mm pie par pensable to enable him to meet his responsibilities | 0 on this floor, of inaintaining our present line of Mexicat 
ai his tiineiiiaanie I wi Pe . = a: gp rote eh 'oh intelligently and discreetly. Not only his own gov-| possession, and waiting for peace to come to us. | bute to | 
B if prety stats sail owe pa «te % a e tru , Ol ernment, but all civilized nations have an interest in| see in such a policy no beneficial results. On the Fe ol | 
: oF do thet Of othée countries. f bel re tee gles Ary the maintenance of rules designed to mitigate the as- | contrary, I see in it nothing but evil and mischief — uis Pot 
4 o welt aattled ovidiod in résdect ig Witnre’e say, ety perities of warfare by applying to the conduct of war | 1 believe it would be a line of war, assassination, and deterasin 
nie. he and especial! A hatadek a ‘ tio rt ake i ve) (be principles of humanity and justice. Errors in the | tapine, which neither party would have the ability us with ; 
ei Cthmantier Lota if po sible ‘as ae rat the c ” application of these rules may involve bis own gov- | to put down. It is only a restoration of peace, rest- we are d 
tat iy to the oth \ Aa ssible, be superior in grade | ernment in embarrassment and reproach. These] ing upon the solemn sanctions of a treaty, that can liberal te 
fi 4 e other general officers serving under him. The | considerations, I am aware, apply rather to the qua-| engage either party to treat the perpetrators of out 9 cle with 
Pee ge considerations, by which the correctness of this prin- | jifications of the man than to the rank he may happen| rage with the severily necessary to suppress it.— erless; bu 
Han te = is supported, are perfectly compatible with the | (9 hold. Ladvertto them only for the purpose of| Draw a line across the Mexican territory, and place their con 
Te i > rae aden and honor in the persons holding | indicating the in:portance of the position occupied by | your soldiery there to guard it, and you will be ex. J Policy on 
al i por! inate commands. m is strictly a question of | the commander of our armies in Mexico, and the | posed to the danger, so weil described by the senator nefit to M 
Meat | organization. We may concede to all the propriety of extending to the President the broadest from Kentucky, oi having your own divided forces lostitutior 
i | purest devotion and disinterestedness; and yet, in the | field for selection. In the message of the President] attacked by the combined furces of the enemy at any durable f 
ie | organization of military bodies, and in the preparation | jt is recommended that authority be given to appoint| point which he may select. Besides, sir, take such 1 wills 
A # ' of plans of campaign, we should be wauling in ordi- | 4 commanding general for our military forces in Mex-| a line, and let our present hostile relations to Mexi- rent char 
fF | i nary prudence if we were not guided by those gene- ico, without specifying any rank. The committee, | Co continue, and you give to individual acts of depre- dered as | 
le if: ral principles, which are calculated to render our ar- in reporting the bill, propose to confer on him the dation, in so.ne degree, the sanction of law. You find at in | 
} ie rangements proof, as far as human arrangements can} rank of lieutenant general—the grade in other servi-| convert a war of comtaunities intoa war of individe- Mexicana 
a be against all hazard of failure in their execution.— | ces next above that of major general, which is the| als, without responsibility, and without restraint, Mexican 
ae If there is a particular form of organization better highest in ours. The grade was created in 1798,| while the hostile feeling between the two countries 1846, but 
ais suited than any other to give efficiency to the move- during our dissensions with the French republic, by | will constantly grow inure embittered by the repetir Be San Ly 
1 ments of military forces, it is the part of wisdom 10! on act authorizing the President to raise a provision- tion of acts of violence. Pe.ce aloae, uniting the ejercito,’? 
if adopt i!; nor should we be content with a less effici-| 4; army. The office was conferred, by the unani- | Sovereign power of both countries in the maintenance fmm °°4ucted 
f ft ent form, even though we have the fullest confidence | mous vote of the Senate, on General Washington, of order, can terminate a state of things disastrous to arelerenc 
1g in the patriotism and zeal of those who are to take | and was accepted by him, but with the express stipu- both, and at war with all the interests of humanity. hol only a 
a. part in the contemplated enterprises. Sir, 1 have) jation that he should not be called into service unti}| 1 have said that I see no hope but in a vigorous pro- lhe fo) 
7, entire faith in the devotedness and gallantry of the} the exigency for which the office was created—an secution of the war. 1 believe with proper energy it here read. 
olficers of our army, aud of the volunteers; and nO| jnyasion of the United States by France—should ac- | may be brought toa close. The opposition which 
one shall surpass me here in attribuling io them the | tually occur. He did not believe it would occur; he has been made to us in Mexico has, | believe, come All that 
praise, and awarding to them the justice to which | was not deceived in this belief; and he never entered! wholly from the army. ‘There has been no uprising athe mos 
they are eutitled. 1 consider the proposed measure | on the discharge of his duties, excepting so far as to of the people, as there would be with us if our soil and it repr 
enuirely cousistent with the interests of both arms of} give advice with regard to the organization of the| were to be invaded by a foreign power. There are abinet of | 
the service, which are deeply concerned, (hough not) army. Abouta year after this grade was created;| two reasons why it isso. Our military operations M°vernmen 
so deeply us the interests of the country, in giving to! and a few months before he died, another act was| have been carried on chiefly in a sparsely populaied ted to are: 
the military body, of which they are a part, the | passed, authorizing the appointment of a commander | country, and the great body of the Mexicans are neat Mprecelully, 
most judicious and efficient organization. Looking | of the army, with the title of “general of the armies| ly disarmed. 1 have a paper before me, published in fm* 4fmy wu 
to the numerical forces to be moved in combination, of the United States,’ and thereupon abolishing the} the city of Mexico, containing an article from Zaca Br erai Pa 
they will far exceed any number ever commanded in | office of lieutenant general. 1 have not beea able to | tecas, showing a most extraordinary fact. If sena POuDL that | 
this country—and | believe | may say in any other, | find that the appointment was ever made, aud by a| tors will look at their maps, they will find the de ith the Ai 
except from accident or some temporary necessily | return from the War Department in 1800, General | partment of Zacatecas, southwest of New Leon, of ‘The bes 
—by a major general, the highest grade in our ser- | Washington was reported as lieutenant general, dead. which Monterey is the chief town, southeast of Du 28 how w 
Vice. | According to the analogies of other services, the rank | rango, and northwest of San Luis Potosi—tlying, ina A bever 
The proper command of an officer of that rank is | of general is higher than that of lieutenant general. word, in the very centre of the territory of 7 om gov. 
a division. A major general and general of division | 1 have not thought it material to inquire into the ob- And yet the frontiers of the department and those fate tae 
are convertible terms. A division consists of two ject of the second act; but it may have been designed Durango are subject to the constant incursions 9 ee uSias: 
brigades; a brigade consists of two regiments in the | to confer on him a rank as nearly approaching that | bands of savages irom 20, JU, ou to 200 in number. nd eee t 
reguiar service, and three in the volunteers. ‘The | w hich he bore in the revolutionary war (that of gene- Let me read an extract from this article: Het tery 
command of a major general, therefore, is from four | ral and commander-in chief) as was consistent with Mr. D. read the extracts. ‘Ihe length of the se line the 
to six thousand men. The force to be employed in | the constitution of the United States, which declares} veral extracts preclude us from giving them. m ir en, shi 
Mexico, if our operations are to be carried on with ‘the President to be commander-in-chief of the armies The game paper contains an account of a fig woo! 
proper vigor, should not fail short of twenty-five or | of the United States. lo other services, the rank of | with the Indians, in Durango, on the 18th of Cow is 0 Acc 
thirty thousand fighting men in the field. 1t now ex- | lieutenant general is, | believe, a part, and an essen- ber, in which eleven Mexicans were killed and twe red Sf pac 
ceeds twenty thousand. It is sullicient for four full | tial part, of the military organization. In France it} ty-four wounded. Phe scene of these Indian depte Paty yl 
divisions. ‘Co permit it to be commanded by a ma- | was formerly conferred on the chiefs of provinces, dations is two hundred miles in advance of our a ie army 
jor general, having no precedence over his associates | and the individuals holding it were invested with ci-| at Monterey, nearly midway between Saltillo, 0 a reign and | 
excepting by the date of his commission, is as incon- | vil as weil as military functions. In modern times, I rango, and Santa Anna’s headquarters, at San m one extr 
sistent with military principles as it would be to or- | believe, it has become purely a military title, and it Potusi. It is an extraordinary tact, as indicating ill OS art 
we ganize a regiment with three or four majors, and confers a rank intermediate between that of major defenceless condition of the great body of the “tT Bey be 
4: i without a colonel; or, in other words, wilhouta head. | general, which is below, and general, which is above | cans, and from “the excessive scarcity of arms, © Ty 
a t ; It is far too large a force to be commanded either by | it. As the grade next to that of major general, it militia could only be partially employed. rhe Pe Spe at | 
nae fo @ major general or a general having no higher rank|seems the proper title, ifa higher grade is to be| ple it would seem, are dependent for their prote ardents gan 
oa, than others serving u.der bom: Such an arrange-|created. On the other hand, though the office of | on the army; and when this is withdrawn, they the Yemb Phe 
Se ménl ie tulaily niu.sstent with milters principles | commander of the military forces in Mexico will be! again exposed to outrage and depredation frou er, ab 
‘| are 
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most insignificant bands of savages. 1 will now call 
the attention of the senate lo two articles of great 
interest and importance as connected with the histo. 
ry of the contest in which we are engaged with Mex- 
ico, and a3 casting some light upon the course which 
jt may be incumbent on us to pursue. [ have two 
Mexican papers, published in the city of Mexico 
about the middle of November, and containing what 
may be regarded as the manifestoes of the two great 
arties in that country, put forth in anticipation of 
the meeting of the extraordinary congress now in 
session. he first is the Moniior Republivano, (the 
Republican Monitor,) of the 14th of November, 1846, 
containing, under its editorial head, an article which 
| will read from the Spanish, and in translating it, as 
] proceed, I shall endeavor to follow it with literal 
accuracy, for any deviation from the original would 
impair ils strength: 
Mc. D. read further extracts. 
This, sir, is the declaration of the republican par- 
ty of Mexico, and 1 cannot, by any words of mine, 
add to its force or eloquence. This party I suppose 
to be far the most numerous and the most patriotic, 
but kept down by the army, the clergy, and the mo- 
narchists. Though their manifesto breathes a noble 
spirit of patriotism, and denounces us as invaders of 
the Mexican soil, 1 think it will not be difficult for an 
attentive reader to perceive that they are strongly 
disposed to peace, and that they see nothing but evil 
tu the republic from the military rvle of Santa Anna. 
It is the party with which our negotiations ere 
cowmenced for an amicable settlement of the Texas 
question. We have, I fear, lost much of ils confi- 
dence since the war commenced. We are consider- 
ed as determined to dismember the republic. The 
Mexican papers are full of a plan which they altri- 
bute to us, Of dividing their territory at the 23rd de- 
gree of Jatitude, the parallel of Tampico and San 
uis Potosi; aud while they suppose this to be our 
determination, it is natural that they should speak of 
us with asperity. But let itbe once understood that 
we are disposed to settle our differences o1 just and 
liberal terms, and | believe there would be no obsta- 
cle with thew to a pacificalion. They are now pow- 
erless; bul it may be tlrat, in the progress of the war, 
their condition may be reversed, and that by a wise 
policy on our part, political results of the highest be- 
nefit to Mexico may be secured, and her repubdiican 
institutions may be established on a more solid and 
durable foundation. 
1 will now read to the Senate a paper of a dilfs- 
rent character—a paper which may be fairly consi: 
dered ag the wmanitesio of Santa Auna himself. 1 
fad it in the “Diario del Gobierno de la Republica 
Mexicana” (the journal of the government of the 
Mexican republic) of Sunday, the 22ad November, 
1846, but the article is copied from a paper pri.ted 
aiSan Luis Potosi, and entitled ‘‘La opinion del 
ejercito,’’ (the opinion of the army,) and doubliess 
couducted under his supervision. lndeed, it contains 
arelerence to his opinions, which may be regarded 
hot only as authentic, but semi-oflicial: 
The following are partof the extvacts Mr. D. 
here read. 
San Luis Potosi, November 13th. 

All that has now happened, the perivdical press, 
tthe most sure organ of public opinion, foretold; 
and it reproved severely the conduct observed by the 
abinet of that period tor admitting ap envoy of the 
povernment of the United Siates, who came empow- 
ted to arrange our differences with the Anglo Saxon 
eacelully. his same opinioa was mauilesled by 
be army of operations, which, under Lhe orders ol 
theral Paredes, was in this capital; aud there is uo 
MUD! thal ite nation repudiates an accommudation 
ith the American goveruwent, 
“The best proof which can be given of this fact is, 
alnow when we enjoy liberty, tal the nation sces | 
self governed by the eonstituuuon of 1824, and that | 


tuthusiasm to offer their services to make war upon 
f unjust invader. Jn all parts they are contending 
Nd disputing ihe preference to march, aud abxious- 
y aWait the day vi baltic to avenge the blood of their 
relhren, sted ou the fields oi Paio Altu, Resaca, aud | 
OMterey, 

“No accommopaTion, ery the people: No mea- 
8S of pacification, while these rapacious ivaders 
Main ia our territory. 
our army and of the pecple, of our iLLUSTRIOUS 
HEP, and these will be aisu the feelings o1 the so- 
eign extraordinary Congress, provided its deli- 
os are governed by obedience lo the popular 
As | have already said, this article is from a paper 
lished at San Luis Potosi, and it may be regarded 
ie organ of Santa Anna, and as speaking his sen- 
nls. ‘The article was put forth on the 13th of 
"ember, about three weeks before the congress 








met. 
deliberations of congress. 
cussion. 


It leaves no field for dis 
‘No accommodation” is the command o 


Santa Anna, at the head of 15,000 or 20,000 men.— 
That, as war will continue 
him in command of the army, he is unwilling to ier- 
It would certainly seem so; and yet this 
bold language may be a mere stroke of diplomacy.— 
While assuming an attitude of uncompromising hos- 
tility to us, and before his countrymen, it may be 
But there is 


What are we to infer? 


minate it? 


that he is secretly in favor of peace. 
enough, it appears to me, in both manifestos to coun 


sel us to continue our preparations, and to pursue the 
war with vigor, standing ready to terminate the con- 


test on just and liberal terms, whenever Mexico shal 
listew to our overtures. 


} have but one word more to say in support of 
The President has asked the appointment | 
of a commander of the armies in Mexico, with an 
increased rank. He believes it to be essential to the 
proper organization and movement of the army.— 
He believes the success of our military operations 
Sir, when the public honor and 
reputation are at stake, I am willing to extend to the 


the bill. 


may depend on it. 


Executive, on whom rests the whole respon-ibility 


of bringing the war to an honorable termination, any 
If we deny him the 


reasonable aid he requires. 
means he asks, and there shall be any failure in the 


enterprises set on foot, the responsibility will rest, 


not on him, but on us. While [am never in favor ol 
enlarging unduly the sphere of Executive patronage 
or power, I am in favor of extending to the Presi- 
dent, within the sphere of his existing powers, the 
fullest command of means. It is a necessary inci- 
dent to the conduct of war to invest him, in this res- 
pect, with a large discretion. 
evil, we must give him our confidence. 


think he ought. But it is quite clear that he cannot 
without hope for a successiul execution of his plans. 


With these impressions, | shall vote for the men and 
means which may be asked to carry on the war with 
1 shall vote for such an organization of the 
army as is deemed necessary to give it the grealest 


vigor. 


efficiency, so long as [ see no salutary principle vio- 
Jated. The honorable senator from Kentucky, [ Mr. 
Crittenden,] expressed the same determivation in 
respect to men and means at a late meeting of the 
senate. 
that honorable senator better thun myseli; and | sin- 
cerely wish the confidence in the Executive, which 
this determination implies, could consistently with 
his views of duty, be carried a little farther—that 
while giving to the Executive ail the men and money 
asked for, he could also vote for such an organization 
of ihe army as is deemed necessary to a vigorous 
prosecution of the war; for means and men avail lit- 
tle without the energy—moral and physical—of an 
efficient organization. For myself, 1 perceive noti- 
ing objectionabie in the measure proposed. On the 
contrary, I can readily conceive it to be essential to 
the successful prosecution of our military operations 
in Mexico. | believe it to be necessary to a proper 
organization of the army; and | sustain it with cheer- 
fulness, as a measure which is deemed necessary by 
the acministration to sustain the honor of the coun- 
iry and to insure the success oi its arms. 
January 15. 
MR. BADGER’S SPEECH. 

Mr. Badger thev rose and said that the best return, 
he believed, he could make to the senate for ils kind- 
ness in adjourning yesterday in order lo give him an 
opportunity to say what he had to say to-day, would 
be to proceed at once to the statement of those rea 
sons which seemed to him to pre-ent an insuperable 
objection to the granting of that which the Presient 
of the United States asked of them, and which the 





bill upon the table proposed tu grant. 
The proposal (said Mr. B.) is to appoint a com- 


United States. If this bill, Mr. President, shall pass 
into a law, the proposed high office to be created by 
it must be filled either by the present general co.n- 
manding the army, or by some junior officer of the 
army, or by some citizen to be taken from the walks 
of private life. In the first case, sir, 1 think it must 
be manifest, on a very little reflection, that the meas- 
ure must prove entirely useless. ‘The major general 


about him; his command extends over the whole 
district or department which the President of ihe 
United States has assigned or may assign to him; and 


It seems, on its face, designed to forestal the 


Be it for good or for 
It is always 
possible an Executive may not respond to it as we 


Sir, no one appreciates the patriotism of 











ficer with the title of lieutensnt general, the same 
- | large and extensive authority. The President of the 
f| United States may confine the present senior major 
general of the army to a particular district, to a nar- 
row command, or to a small body of troops; so can 
he confine the same officer elevated to the grade of 
lieutenant general; for, by the express provision of 
the constitution, by the inevitable necessity of the 
case, by whatever title he may be called, major gen- 
eral or lieutenant general, he is at last under the 
absolute control or direction of the President him- 
-| self, who is the sole constitutional commander. in- 
chief. By changing, therefore, the designation of 
major general to leutenant general, you do not en- 
1} large his authority; for the chief command of the 
whole army is incident to no general, whatever his 
grade may be, unless »hen that army is collected 
and acting as one body; and, when so collected and 
acling together, the chief command is incident to the 
senior officer, whether called lieutenant or major 
general. Nor is the capacity of the officer to dis- 
charge with effect, to carry into successful results 
the duties assigned to him, tn the smallest degree in- 
creased by a change of title or an elevation to a high- 
er grade. The authority must come from the Pres- 
ident of the United States. The capacity to carry 
into execution the duties assiged to him must depend 
upon the forces belonging to his command, upon the 
force opposed to him, and upon his personal qualifi- 
cations—his genius to contrive, his skill to combine, 
and his energy to execule whatever enterprise the 
crisis of affairs may require. It seems to me, then, 
that nothing can be founded upon gslighter grounds 
than the opinion, if it prevail at all, that the officer 
who is now the senior major general will be in any re- 
spect better enabled to discharge, with honor to 
himself and advantage lo the country, the duties as- 
signed him, by the simple operation of striking out 
major ganeral from his commission, and inserting 
licutenant general. But, sir, if the officer who is to 
fill this high place is not to be the present comman- 
ding general of the army, but some junior officer 
elevated over his head, I] admit that this measure 
then ceases to be useless; it becomes mischievous; it 
loses its character of harmlessness, it is true, but it 
assumes one of gross injustice. It is, then, made the 
occasion for offering an open insult to a gallant offi- 
cer whose life has been devoted to the service of his 
country; whose blood has been shed on her battle- 
fields; whose deeds of arms, during what has not in- 
aptly been called the second war of independence, 
elicited eugoly from President Madison, thanks from 
‘congress, and entusiastic admiration from the 
| whole people—a man whose generous humanity,high 
| military qualities, ond brilliant courage have earned 
for him, not only in this country, but throughout Eu- 
rope, an honorable reputation, and who has contrib- 
uted to elevate the American name. And if, instead 
vfa junior officer from among that band of noble 
spirits who jead our arms, some one is tu be taken 
from civil life. tien, sir, involved in the same insult 
| with their chief, we find all those gallant officerst 
| who fought at Palo Alto, at Resaca, at Fort Brown, 
|and at Monterey—oflicers whose intrepidity is the 
| theme of every tongue, the pride of every heart— 
| officers who have shown themselves deserving of the 
(highest honors and who have been, some of them 
atleast, elevated by your brevets—officers of whom 
it is nottoo much to say that they possess all the 
high qualities which have ennob:ed either officers 
or soldiers in any service in the world Sir, such 
unjust returns for noble services must inflict a pang 
of shame on nobie and gallant and patriotic hearts— 
a return which no necessity can justify, and which 
‘in my Judgment, would stand as a foul blot upon the 
| escutcheon of this great Republic. Sir, would this 
| insult stop here? No, sir. It would inflict a pang 
|upon the nerve’s that vibrate in every noble heart; 
| and, my word for it, if such a law as this be passed; 











I has a government of ils Own, since it is eminently manding general, who, when commissioned as lieu-! if a civilian be advanced over the heads of all those 
‘pular, CiuiZens of ali classes present themselves full | tenant general, shall commend all the armies of the gallant spirits in our army to the chief command, 


| not only would the brave officers and soldiers of our 
|army, buteven the very sutlers and followers of the 
/camp, feel their checks tingle With indignation and 
| shame at the affront offered to that body and its head, 
| of which they were the humble retainers. Sir, there 
| is not an instance in the history of this country which 
/can serve as a precedent; there is not an instance 
| which can justify such a thing. Its true, sir, that 


These are the sentiments! now commanding the atiny commands all the forces | in 1798, when the country, possessing far inferior 


capacities for snilitary defences, was threatened with 
_an inevitable war with the proudest and bravest and 
| most powerful nation of that day—it is true that on 


a lieutenant general, though his title may be loftier,| that occasion the office of lieutenant general was es- 


can do no more: 


The President cf the United! tablished, and Washington was called under that 


States may assign to the present commanding ma-| designation to take command of all the armies of the 


of the war, and he may assign, though he 1s not! 
bound to assign, to a licutenaut general, to this of-' 


jor general of the army the whole, entire, and | country. But, sir, it was Washington who was cal- 
absolute control under him of the milttary operations 


‘led to take the command; it was for Washington 
that that rank was established. Washington was 
then in retirement, which he loved—enjoying the 
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ease and solace of domestic life, which he had earn- 
ed for hinself by long and gloricus toil, Washing 
ton wa- called to th: t command bys the people by the 
army itseli—calied to take the charge and direction 
of those great > ilitary officers. And, if he return: d 
upon the stage of active life, fhe fett the spot in 
which he hoped to pass without interruption the few 
remaining days of his hfe, surely it was ue to him; 
it was due to that singular position of eminen: e and 
glory which he had vrcupied in this country Yes, 
sir, it was vue to him, who,as he had been first in 
war, was alsu first in peace; it was due to his char- 





‘against 
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Mexico, though not exactly the contemptible enemy 

which she was once supposed to be, because we 
have the best authority for thinking now that the 
idea of a six week’s contest has passed away from 
the minds even of those who are most apt to indulge 
in fietions of the imagination; for, on yesterday, we 
had it announced that we are now, though warring 
a despicable foe, only at the beginning 
of this war. But still, although it is true that Mex- 
ico is not the conter ptible foe which she has been 
represented to be—although she is showing that a 
nation roused for the purpose of protecting them. 





acter, to his pre-eminence throughout the whole 
breadth of this land; it was due to the proud posi- 


tion which he oceupied in the civilized world; yes!) to be compared with ours, and that, as an enemy, 


it was due to him, when, at the call of his country, 
he surrendered ease and comfort, to appear once 
more upon the field of arms, that he should do it 
with a title corresponding in some degree with his 
Vas! and superior merits. 

Sir, the state of things is now changed. We have 
no Washington. We cannot, if we look throughout 
the © bole country, find in retirement a man on whose 
he.d a wation’s blessings have, with entire u animity 
been showered es op him We cann t look abroad 
and fine some ove man » hose name is graiely cher- 
ished as having been once the saviour of bis country, 
and to \ bem alitock again to divcharge this benev 
olent flice of potiiotisus a second tine for then.— 
We have e winent aid coud men; we have them in pub- 
lic and ia private tite; wehave them in the uitiiary 
and im the civil service of the country; we have 
thei belonging (oOo all pores inks «hich the people 
@fe diviieu; bul, sir, among them all, there is vol 
ONE sinwse vaie oan, th tu: protanation, be sp ken 
in Coibparison with the name ol W .stungton. Sir, 
the creation ot that + fice in 1795 was a personal tri- 
bute oF yratesul admiation and respect on the part 
vt this country to Washington. It was founded on 
wolives petsvnal tu him. No man supposed at that 
day. us suine stem t. suppose al this, that Wash- 


ington, atthe head of the armies of his country, with | 


the thie «fhirjer yereral, could pot have been as 
effix ket tas i he Bere w hundred titles—as if he wore 
@ii the tities which European device could he ap pon 
hun. 


The idea that Washington couli derive any . dvan- 
lage, uny tnental force, any power of Concentration, 
aby Be. tus, why greater ekiii ib the management ol 
the oflaits of his country; oF that it would add an. 
thingy to ihe ipdumnable spirit by which he was en 
abied, i success or in adversity, to be aiways the 
faut; that he Couid derive in any degree ail ur any 
of these allributes frow the circumstance ol bearing 
a bigher tlie, entered not, | am persuaded, mto the 
IMsgimmation ofany human bemg. It was known 


that Washington, with the titie of major general, | 


could have vischarged ali the duties tat were pla- 
ced in his hands—ay, with an interior tithe; because 
the po er to discharge them depended on his per- 
sunai qualities, and the force placed at bis command. 
The ttie in that case was just; it was deserved by 
hin., but by no olher man Aw] wrong in saying 


that this appomtment sprung trom motives personas | 


tou Wasingion? Why, look al the subsequent trauns- 
actions vl this government. Nearly haii a century 
has passed away since this office of heutenani gener- 
al existed among us. We wave during that period 


been engaged in war with the thea most powerful | 


nation of Kurope-——perbaps | might say, without ex- 
aggeration, Ol the worlu At one time; if my oem- 
uly serves me, We bad in the field net less than eight 
Mhaje Ph pe tie iais— prihaps 1 am mistaken, however; 


if so, supe senatur san seloe Pght—yet | beheve | 
no one evel thought ol Uppoiling sume general ib- 


chiel, on whom should be vestewed the higt-svuuu- 
ing We pusing Utle OF Heutenunl general. 
What reason uces the President ussigh in his m s- 


Goge whereicre this colle sliould be estubiisheur— | 


Why, sit, fel one jsibal we caltyl g on a war wailis 
Mexico wih winged Geopsseg dorsargd volunteers. 
Was nol thal the casein the war of 1ol2?) For ano- 


ther, tiat ihe turce Which we buw employ is daige.) Phot must depend on his prrsobal quaities and the | them with atientiop abu with 


W a> Bap rune @ fess ivi- 


Was it pot jaipe ab lolw 
How 


Midabie ice that weak and ciippicu Mexico? 
slands the case Lerween us? 
the cull, our war with Begiatid war almost enticly 
acClensive war. She thom ber great Matuth e 
po er, was enavled to throw her truvps inte oul 
cuoubplry, ad we wele cecupicd In repeiling them, 
which we uid ruUccessiully, thuiiks lu the Kellautspir- 
it of the Cflicets abd iben CuLpusing our ality, Bul 
how t tkuen? 9 We atealmostin the hearlol diex 


Why, sit, Gu shore, on | 


selves from an invadiig enemy may be strong if uni. 
ted—yet still every one must know her power is not 


she 1s not worthy to be compared with the great na- 
| tion to which we were opposed in 1812. 
| But,in reference to the reasons which induced 
the senator from Kentucky and myself, as members 
| of the military committee of the senate, to be oppo- 
ised to the bill, the same objections which I then en- 
tertained stil remain in full foree. I listened at- 
‘tentively yesterday to what fell from the honorable 
‘senator from New York. for the purpose of seeing 
whether, in reality, there was some just reason for 
| the passage of this measure, which, concealed from 
imy own observation, might be brought forward 
cand explained before me by the ingenuity of the hon 
orable senator; but, sir, after the most attentive con- 
sideration of what had fallen from the senator, | not 
only failed to have any objection | entertained re 
woved, bul some suggestion of the honorable sena- 
‘lor have brought ‘orward te my mind new and over 
/powerng and msuperable objections to what is now 
prepesed to be done. The honorable senator has 
‘mentioned as one of the reasons why this measure 
should be adopted, that the number of troops—as 
‘in wnother connexion | have alrevdy observed—that 
the number mw our service in the late war with Eng 
land, was greater than the number of troops should 
require a commander of the rank now proposed, so 
er us that reason ts concerned, it existed in a much 
higher degree at tuat day. And, sir, if there were 
any wagie in the pame of heutenant general, io vir 
tue of which the spirits of our own troops would be 
‘iuvigorated and those of our enemy be diminished; 
if we required such magical assistance at all, was 
itnot required during the dark period of the com- 
‘mnmer cement ofthe war with great Britain? How 
then did it happen that this remedy for evil was not 
thoughtof by Madison, and by the parties of that 
(day? How did it bappen that when the danger was 
|yreater, and when patriotism was as greatas it is 
‘now, it there be virtue in the remedy now proposed 
that it was not thought of then? But the gentleman 
_speuks of this measure being required in accordance 
witi the regular «silitary organization of an army; 
that the propercommand of a major general was 
from 3,500 to 4,000 men; and that something was 
‘due tot. e arrangements which had formerly prevail- 
/ed umong other nations—that something was due to 
prove any thing, if we are to have an eye to conform- 
irg our military arrangements to the established cus- 


/toms of foreign powers, we must have several tieu- 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


‘tenant generals; and when we have several, permit 
me tos. y, there will exist precisely the same neces- 


nee 


Vonteres —is it to be believed that these two men 
will vield les« willing obedience or cordial co opera. 
tion to the hero of Lundy's Lane, because he bear, 
the simple designation of major general? Sir, what 
does this imply? It imphes that these officers ar, 
deficient in taat elevated spirit of intelligence, tha 
renee devotion to their country which should be. 
ong to them, and which would induce them gladly to 
follow gallant leading, under what name soever the 
leader might be called. But if we suppose that there 
exists any sucl feeling of jealousy in the minds of 
these distinguished otficers, or their other associates 
are we toextinguish that feeling by taking a man 
from civil life and putting him over their heads, anq 
entrusting to inexperienced hands the duties of g 
skilful military commander? Sir, think you there jg 
one of that brave corps of officers who would fee! 
himself dishonored by obedience to a known ang 
skilful officer, ana who would yet willingly submit 
and cordialiy co operate witha citizen, taken from 
private life, and with one long step piaced Over the 
heads of those who for half # century have been ep. 
gaged in the country’s service. Sir, my word for it, 
you could not adopt a measure more Calculated ig 
break the spirit of your troops, more calculated to 
destroy the high and noble, the gallant and daring 
spirit which rushes into danger as to a banquet, than 
to teach by your practice the doctrine that the honor 
of an officer is not secure trom degradation. Sir, 
soldiers will yield to valor and mtelligence displayed 
informer service; their couficence is unliaiuted in 
him who comes to them as a commander covered 
with glorious scars, and covered by « ecorations won 
by briliiant sersices from the gratitude of tis coun. 
try. Sit, they care little tor the name he bears; itis 
the imMper-onation ol the hero that they regard, in the 
person of the gailant and true suldier who ts Capable 
of Jeacing them into danger. and demanding of th a 
any sacrifices. Whai! Teach the officers of your 
army that, alter they shall have seporated themselves 
trom their homes, from the wives of their bosoms 
and the chiliren of their atlections—atier they hare 
gone into these hideous wilds, under the Durting sun 
of that fatai Clinate—afier they have exposed them 
stives to hazards a d to death in every form, that 
their well-earned lame, that the Just meed of ther 
services, shail in a mowent be swept away and dit 
regardev. Is this the treatment which you propose 
towards these gallant men? 

Sir, as | have said, if it is the mere intention of 
this bili to enable the presideat to conler the title 
upon the present comm nding general, it is idle, itis 
useless; he will regard it as no compiiavent. The 
title of major general which he bears has been gained 
regularly in the service of his country, and 1s the 
just price of his noble, gallant, and disinterested 
services for more than a thir. of acentuy. Sir,if 
the title be given t. him it would pos-ess bo chara; 
if indeed it were possibie—if, in the dim and unread 
future, it should be the design of Providence, bya 
course of unheard of miractes, thal he should seach 
an eminence equal t» that of the saviour oF his ¢ Ul 
try—i he should beco e¢ tu be considered by the 
people of his country worthy to bear the title of 


dered tohim asatuken of his country’s approve 
tion, as the vest reward short or the rewards which 





silty for inventing and establishing some other supe- 


‘rior ip rank in ourservice, under whom the lienten- | 


ant general may render efficient se. vice to the coun 
‘try. For | believe it will be found, when you have 
three or four officers of that grade, that the eclat at- 
tending that rank will pass away, and another and 
higher grade will be looked for as eagerly as the 
fist. 


Bul another reason why such an officer is required, 
wcc. ding to the hon, senator, is un account of the 
diflusien of our troops; hence the necessity of naving 
some eye of suthcient elevation to comm nd the 
whole. Sir, so lar @s this is concerned, the lieulenant 
general will, by force of Nis mere title, possess uo 
greater pomer of vision, bo greater skili or vigor of 
execution, than he would possess under another tlle. 


power committed to bin. Lt he have the qualities, 
the itlie ts Uscless—and af he hove thems nol, the 
title Will be more ‘hon usesess; for i wali only make 
i .becilily apd deleat more Comlemptibse, as uasting 
iowith a high-souncing, promising ule. Phe third 
reason, if recollect currectly the views expressed 
by the honorable senator, is, that this office ts neces 
| sary im order lu prevent some jealousy or reluciance 
) lu subordination; lor the senatur seemed lo suppose, 


Wwhie he cid fuji credit to the pallant spirit of the 


Cu; Ihe Ul ol HO Lobeigh sUsdier pulules cur suis|.tliicers of the Lniied States, that they might tecl 
; & i | ’ ) S 


OU Ug Uliural abuts ule WHOL Gielurbes, We a 


sullerin, He evils iwthiclka upon us by a foreign toe 
How does it happen,|) celeved Uist cur nove Laylor, that our gallant 


Within the ituctis of cur land. 


then, that what was oul tuuught to be hecessaiy bp 


Joi, again-ta preat Power, should be consiveree ce ieu the hero of the t..o0 Dalties uf the Kio Grande, 
Hecessas) WOW ugamel the Legubvoring Repubse vi | aud he who way wilh jusiuess be called the here vl 


> ‘ Tp wf . ip 
}suue reluctance tu act in suvordimation to ao officer | mg Oavds OF bandit were Cugaged 1 sflicting 


| holdmy bo higher rack than th gscives. Is it io be 


| Worth—is it to be believed that he who ts aptly 


belung to anuther world—under these circumslal 
Ces, so tendered, he might consider it an object 0 
honurable distinction, Out, sir, now going there 0 
take command of the army, be would regard it 4500 
distinction; and, sir, let me assure the honurable s& 
nator trom New York thal, uniess | am greatly d 
ceived, he misunderstands, and the president, il Mh 
gentleman discioses rightly the views of the pret 
Gent, he wmisunuder-tatus Lhe feelings uf that gailatl 
band of officers, if he supp ses that they would? 
Willing, by Unis uucertany path, tite deviuuds Curse 
tu turp the Hank of a hovle CUummataihg general, ail 
alluw avuther lo De pul over bia. 


The honoratvie sevatur irom N. York read cerlall 
passages irom sexicun pubucalivns. I listened @ 
nlerest. 1 was gralil 
led Uthat the honoravic sevaiur should have bur 
| short time occupied the senate with the iravelail 
which he was Kind envugh lo give us of the seul! 
ments eXtsiing iu Mexico, aud the views the) euler” 
)latned im regard lo this wat; vul, lor uy suul, oN 
was totally unable lo See, wills cVery Cispusitic# 
di-cuver, Whial (here Was in Lhuse extracts iu eee 
tii tie slightest vegree the werlls vl the meas 
vow under the cousideration of the senate. 
some of these extracts we learn that, in situall 
where ove would scarcely tiave expected tuew, @ 





rious mjury Upod ihe cauins of the peasen yy 


that the persons of travellers were not sale. 
eutenant general will scarcely exiend his pre 
liun uver travellers wo may ve assatied, Of 
dweilings vi peasauls which may be mivlusi? 
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Another extract informs us of the sentiments of the 
reat body of the Mexican people, and [| dare say it 

reflect them truly. If they are truly represent 

J must be permitted to say that the sentiments 
they. entertain are poble and patriotic. 1 believe 
when it was read there was but one feeling—that of 
admiration for the men who avowed such sentiments, 
impressing Us with a. belief that we are contenuing 

inst a noble foe, one worthy of our steel. The 
gonnexion of this matter, however, with the appoint- 
ment of a lieutenant general. I was totally unable to 
comprehend, but, as 1 have atready said, and endea- 
yored to show, the efficient prosecution of the war 
depends, not at all upon the title of the commander, 
but upon his personal qualifications. The honorable 
senator also read to us, from another paper, the sen 
timents supposed to be entertained by Santa Anna, 
by the priests of Mexico, and the aristocracy who 
adhere to them, if they are the aristocracy Well 
sir, 1 discover in these two papers one difference— 
the difference is this: that whereas the body of the 
people call us a wicked nation, Santa Anna calls 
us a perfidious one. But, whatever difference of 
opinion there may be in regard to ourselves, there 
js but one sentiment in regard to the war—a de- 
termination to provide for the defence and the pro- 
tection of their country, and a refusal to treat while 
our troops occupy any portion of her territory. 1 
confess, however, that when I heard the paper read, 
avd learned from the honorable senator that it was 
no doubt a paper which spoke the views of Santa 
Aona and those who were prompted by his influence; 
when I thought of it—when I recollected, sir, by 
whose agency Santa Anna was enable to thrust him- 
self upon the arena, when | recollected that he went 
there in consequence of orders from the president 
that our squadron should be asleep when he passed; 
wien I recollected the hopes which were entertained 
from the circumstance of his re-entering Mexico, 
and the wretched return he made for the favor he 
had received, | confess it struck me that the trans- 
action would fully justify a vote of want of confi- 
dence of this senate in one, and perhaps in both, of 
the parties in that transaction. But, Mr. President, 
there was a disclosure which came from the hono- 
rable senator from New York, in a reference made 
by him, that | confess alarmed me in some degree. 
The views which 1] had taken up previously to the 
introduction of this measure, were founded on the 
different possible modes that might be resoried to for 
filling this office after we have created it; but | learn 
from the honorable senator from New York that no 
such state of uncertainty exists, and that the very 
purpose on the part of the president in asking us for 
the creation of the office is, that a civilian, a polili- 
cian, May receive the appointment; that some man 
should be selected to fill, as tbe honorable senator 
says, a strictly military appointment, who is never- 
theless expected to discharge the duties appertaining 
toa civil appointinent—an officer whose principal 
duties are expected to be those which do not belong 
Oamilitary man. ‘T’his, sir, was the disclosure made 
by the honorable gentleman; and he also made a re- 
erence—he referred to the fact of the existence of 
kulenant generals in France, and very justly ob- 
erved that they seemed to have some peculiar pow- 
sand authority, to occupy some peculiar relation 
Olue Country, distinct from that of a military com. 
Mander. 

Mr. Dix. If the honorable senator will allow me— 

Mr. Badger. Certainly. 

Mr. Diz. 1 must have been misunderstood by the 
honorable senator. My remark «vs, that these olfi- 
e's, though possessing military power, yet, In provid- 
ng lor exigancies which might arise, were prepared 
Pexercise civil functions. Theirs wasa post of she 
highest delicacy and iuiportance. 


Mr. Badger. 1 have listened to the explanation of 
he honorable senator, and it really seems to me that 
he only diierence between us is that he has shadow- 
d out the result, and I have merely alluded to the 
actof ihe existence of such an office as stated by 
im. The difference is like that which I rememver 
aving remarked when | was a schoolboy; the word 
Hegotium” being understood, and not expressed — 

































































































































°W, permit me to say that the explanation does not 
bail disarm the subject of itsterrors. ‘Ihe gallant 
euerals of France were referred to, who occupicu 
euliar relations to the country, different from those 
4mere military officer; aud we are informed that 
sSalrpiesa. chieltain, under the ttle of tieutenant 
es 8 €Xpected, at a juncture of delicacy which 
“4 are, lo act in the capacity of a statesman.— 
game Sir; fet we call back the attention to what 
, were periormed by those officers on the expi- 
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morable days in July, 1830. Now, sir, if this is the 
purpose of the present measure, | am opposed to it 
on higher and stronger grounds than at first. A mi. 
litary commander of this new rank was objectionable 
to me at first, yet it was endurable; but if it be in- 
tended to enable the president of the U. States to look 
abroad through this extended union and select the 
successor who is to come after him, sir, I sav I feel 
alarmed; I feel that something more is at stake than 
the ordinary contingencies of a Mexican war. If 
there be a military man who has an opportunity of 
showing his skill in arms, of saving his country in a 
great emergency, |, for one, have no objection to re- 
ward him by the highest gift of power and means 
which this count:y can bestow; but I must object, if 
the purpose of this commission be not purely milita- 
ry; if it be not the design to appoint simply a com- 
mander for the army; if we are to have other import. 
ant and delicate powers entrusted to him, and he is | 
to occupy the relation to the appointing power which 
the lieutenant generals did in France at the time of 
expiring dynasties, sir, it raises objections moun- 
tain high. It 1s but the the first step for perpetuating, 
by passing into other hands, the powers of the chief 
magistracy. 

Mr. President, I have heard it said elsewhere that 








of a higher grade which enabled an officer to direct | 
the military operations of a regiment in the army | 
with ability and success, are not all the qualifications 
necessary for a commander-in-chief in a laage and | 
exiensive war; that the power of combination, that | 
genius and skill in executing, may be wanting in him; 
and a man serving in a limited command may be | 
equal to any emergency. 
tical bearing Las it on this question? 


army. Is ita reason why the officers in our army) 
who have always proved themselves equal to what 


heriting them of their proper reward, of those ho- 


bestowing them on one who has not passed through 
the trials which have made them what they are?— 
‘True, sir, they may fail: he who has shown himself 


abie to direct the operations of a vast campaign, or 
to lead an army of 50,000; but at least, if he can 
command 10,000, he has attained some degree of | 
wilitary skill. And as Provideoce has nut conferred | 
Ov us the power of lovking into men, we can only) 
judge of whata man is able todo by what he has. 
done; and when a ian shows that his powers in-| 
crease in proportion to the demands made upon him, | 
itis a pretty safe guaranty that he will not be found | 
wanting in any emergeney. But when we go into | 
the civil world, what means, what guaranty of suc: | 
cess in selecting have we? For aught | know, or for | 
aught youu know, Mr. Presideit, there may be on 
this floor, within the sound of my voice, among the 
«@ubers of this senate, some talf a dozen hidden | 
Napoleons or Aljexanders; but, if so, Providence has | 
concealed from us the knowledge of the fact; and | 
what are we to do? Shall we call in the aid of phre- 
nology, and have the qualities of men determined by | 
the bumps upon the skull? 


Sir, it is true, in selecting the highest officer from 
among those who are already known to us by their 


luifil our expectations; bul, if he have succeeded 
heretofore in the command which has been entrusted 


Providence has placed within our reach. By rea- 
soning irom the past to the future, you arrive at a 
probable deduction, and, if you should be deceived 
you are free from ail self-reproach; you have used 
all the means for making a wise judgment which 


jortune, and not a crime. 
janquish such aids, and go forth upon chance and | 


well asa blunder; and, if you succeed, you are in- | 


them upon those who least deserve thew. 


pause where they are. ‘There is but one instance tn 
vur bistory in which this office has been conferred. 
The occasion of conferring it stands alone; gor there 
has been but one Washington. He on whom the 
office was conterred stands alone in this most hono- 
rable and eminent singularity; and 1, for one, am 
Clear that we should let that case remain a solitary 
oie; that we should let no succeeding one of a similar 
kind succeed il; thal we shouid jet that office and:the 


Is it a reason | 
why there should be such an offierr as this in our foliows: 


| ments of infantry authorized to be raised 


miliary services, the man of our choice may fail to | femen, and be provided with a rocket and 


to him, you have all the res! certainty which a wise | 


God has given you, and miscarriage will be a mis- | the army of the United States during 
But if you voluntarily re- | War with Viexico, or shall 


specuiation, and you fail, the failure is a crime as | OF De honorably discharged before its 


debied not to reason, bul to Fortune, who, tn her | belunging to the United States 
capricious distributiun of favors, sometimes bestows | $0 privace entry. 


Sir, in every view which | have been able to take | upon the death of the person entitled there 
myseli, as well as in those brought forward to my | It Is 18sued, snail ve issued to the heirs at law 
mind by the observations of the honorable senator | Person vy the laws of tie stuie in whicy he resided 
from New York, it seems to me the senate had better) When he eniered the service.” 


time, unless sone overruling necessity require that 
we should de:art from this course, or unless so ne 
kind and good Providence should send us a « cond 
Washington to who. such en office may with pro- 
priety be presented) But without this necessity , in 
a state of things in which the offi-e would be useless 
or thischievous, according to the disp isition made of 
it, 1 do hope, sir, that the senate will not yield to the 
only real reason which i have heard for establishing 
it—a reason which was glanced at by the honorable 
senator from N. York—that the president desires it. 
Sir, | do not understa;d this as a rule of action on 
this floor. I desire no office frou the president. [| 
stand here as a representative, in common with the 
honorable senator before me, of a state of this union. 
] stand here to exercise my own independent judg 
ment, and, while 1 am perfectly willing to concede 
to the president the full ability to carry on the war 
(a subject, by the way, which [ do not propose now 
to enter upon, but upon which | hope before the ses- 
sion closes to have an opportunity briefly to make my 
opinions known)—while | am willing to do every 
thing that is reasouabie and proper, yet, judging for 
myseli as to what is right, and acting upon my own 
responsivility; and believing this to be wroug—iook- 
ing upon it as either a weak and inefficient or a 


a mere capacity for military command, not only the | weak and unjust measure, according to the manner 
inferior powers of a Martinet, but even those powers | in which the power is used by the president—1, fur 


one, can never give my vote toconlera power which 
cannot be safe and may be mischievous. 

Mr. Badger having conciuded— 

The dili «as reported to the senate; and, the ques- 
tion being upon ordering it to be engrossee— 

Mr. Mangum moved that it be tad upon (he table; 
and, for the purpose of testing the sense of the se- 


I grant it; but what prac- | nate, he asked for the yeas aud ways. 


They were ordereu; and, Deng taken, ro-ulte. as 


YEAS— ‘iessrs. Archer, Bavger, Berrie 


Md . : ’ Builer, 
Cainoun, Cittey, Phouias Uiayton, Joh ow 


- Ciay ton, 


was demanded from them—is it a reason for disin- Cui win, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Gicene, 


Huntington, Jaruagin, Jonoson, of La Jonusun of 


nors to + hich they sre emimently entitled, and for!) Mu. Mangum, Miiier, siorenead, Peace, Pacips, 


Si Movs, Uptiacn, VW ebsicr, VV oudbi idze, atid Yuiee 
—23. 
NAYS— Messrs. Alin, Ashley, Ate ‘ison, Ather- 


abie to command 10,000 men may prove utterly un- ton, Bagby, Breese, Bright, Cass, Cu ime:s, Dis kin- 


BO, Dix, Fuirtielu, Haunegan, tivustur. Niic 3, Ru-k, 
Sevier, Speigit, Sturgeon, Turvey, aud Weseuii—2], 
So the bill was taid upon the tavie. Auj -urued. 





BOUNTY LANDS fO VOLUNTEERS. 
SENATE, JAN. 14, 1847. 
Debate in the U. 5S. Senate, on Mr. Cameron’s 
amendment to the bill autnorising an additional 


force, &c., granting bounty lands to volunteers. 
Mr. Benton, frou the committee on military af- 


| fairs, had reported the bill to raise for a limited time 


an additional military force, and for other 


: urposes 
with an amendment. purp ’ 


Mr B. said he was desired by 


_ the committee to ask the immediate consideration of 


the same. 
The amendment proposed was as follows: to come 
in at the end of the first section. 


“Provided, also, lhatone or more of the regi- 


by this 
Section may, atthe discretion of the president, be 
organized and equipped as voltiguers and as foot ri- 


: mountain 
| howitzer battery.” 


| Mr. Cameron moved to amend the bill b 
ting: 

‘And be it further enacted, That the secretary of 
the treasury be virected to issue a warraut for u half 
section of land to every non-commissioned officer 
musician, and private who shali h.ve volunteered 
and served for twelve months, or whu shall 


y inser- 


serve in 
the present 
volunteer or enlist to 
war and shali die in the service 
lermination; 
warrant ty De jocated upon any land 


thal may ve sudject 


serve during the 


the said land 


“And be it further enacted, That such wartant, 


lu before 
of such 


Mr. Benton noped the honorable senator would 
offer his Proposition al sume other time, and not re- 
lard the passage of this viil by offering it now. 

Wir. Cameron considered the subDject of the aimend- 
mentnot atali exiriusic, but, on the contrary, en- 
tirely appropriate to the bill. He was desiruus ‘that 
those of our feliow-citizens who intended jom the 
army might know what they had wo expect. The 
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sessed abundance of lands, he thought®no better dis- 
position could be made of a portion of them than in 
rewurding the bravery and patriotism of the soldiers. 
He did not believe that any one could seriously ob- 
ject to a proposition so manifestly just, and he was 
sures it would meet a hearty response on all sides of 
the chamber, 

Mr. Benton remarked that this was a bill which 
had passed through the House of Representatives for 
the express purpose of raising an additional force 
which it was requisite should be immediately 
employed in the prosecution of the present war.— 
The proposition of the senator was one whieh 
would require mature deliberation in order to 
make iteffective, and should therefore form a sepa- 
rate and distinct enactment. 

Mr. Westcott suggested that it would be better to 
make the quantity of land to be granted to each sol- 
dier a quarter seciion instead of a half section. 

Mc Cameron consented to adopt the modification 
suggested 

Mr. Cameron observed that his great object in this 
matter was to give land to the private soldiers, and 
he was willing that itshould be confinedto them 


ATIONA 


intention, which was to grant the Jand to the sol- 






therefore, in order that all (hose who concurred with 
him in his views upon this subject might have an 
opportunity to act together, it would be better not to 
adopt this proposition at present. The error to 
which he had alluded, if it were an error, was with 
him a very material objection to its adoption. 

Mr. Cass suggested to the senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, that he had omitted a very important class.— 
He believed the amendment did not embrace the 
heirs of those who died in service. They ought to 
he the sharers if a bounty were given. And anoth 
er thing struck him as being irregular. It occurred 
tohim that the secretary of war would be the pro- 
per officer to issue these warrants. 

Mr. Cameron was willing to make any alteration 
which senators might desire so as to carry out his 


diers 

Mr. 4rchersaid that, in a matter of this impor- 
tance, where so large a quantity of the public do- 
main was to be granted, he held that somewhat more 
attention ought to be given to the manner in which 
the grant should be made. It appeared to him to be 
a subject for distinct and grave deliberatioa, as much 





and to the non-commissioned officers. 

Mr. Benton said that, if the honorable senator | 
would not withdraw his proposition, he had only to, 
remind the senate that, in every act passed by con-| 
gress granting land for any purpose, a provisiun was | 
usually inserted to guard against such lands faliing | 
into the hands of speculators, and yet here was a 
naked proposition for granting land without one 
solitary provision for such purpose. He considered 
the amendment now presented, therefore, as equiva- 


se as the bill itself which it was proposed to amend. 
He thought it would be better, therefore, for the 
honorable senator to refer the subject to a commit- 
tee, with instructions to report upon it. 

Mr. Allen said that he did not suppose that it was 
the desire of the mover of this proposition to put 
any member of that body in a false position before 
the country upon a question so important. He took 
it for granted that the senator had moved it mainly 





lent to an act, on the part of congress, making a pre- 


sent of nine-tenths or perhaps of ninety-hundreths | fact that what had already passed since the amend- 
of all the land proposed tobe given under this} ment had been read, indicated the immature consid- 


amendment to speculators. He was tetaliy averse 
to such a proceeding. He desired ihat the necessa- 
ry guards should accompany the enactment. 

Mr. Cameron said he would be very happy that 
the senator would putas many guards upon it 
as he pleased, in order to keep the lands out of the 
hands of speculators, butas to any such danger as 
the senator seemed to apprehend, be had no fears. — 
It might be supposed, with equal justice, that spec- 
ulaturs would possess themselvesof the clothing of 
the army furnished them by the government. He 
took it for granted that the ranks of the army would 
be filled by men of sense, men who knew enough to 
take care of their own interests. He saw in the 
streets to-day a poor fellow, who had been serving 
in the army and fighting the battles of his country, 
and who had been disabled in battle, reduced to the 
necessity of asking alms. If that man had a quar- 
ter section of land given him he would be beyond 
the necessity of appealing to the charitable to re- 
lieve his wants. He hoped the amendment would 
be adopted, and, if senators believed that guards 
were necessary, they might be added. 

Mr. Phelps said he certainly had no objection to 
any proper provision that might be proposed to en- 
courage enlistments in the army; but he could not 
perceive the propriety of giving to the officers of the 
regular army, already in service, the gratuity cou: 
templated by this provision. It seemed to hii alto- 
gether uncalled for, and altogether without prece 
dent; for, if he understood the proposition, it was to 
bestow the gratuity upon all the officers of the army 
without distinction. Although he was prepared to 
go for any inducement to the citizensof this coun- 
try toenter into the military service, he was not 
exactly prepared for a proposition to bestow the 


gratuity on those already in the service. There was. 


another difficulty: the amendment proposed to be- 


stow the gratuity upon all who might voiuoteer.— 


Now, if he was correctly informed, a vast number 
throughout the country had volunteered whose ser- 
vices were not accepted. Betore he could vote in 
favor of such a grant, it would be necessary that it 
should be contined to those who actually eutered 
the service. He thought the proposition required 
amendment in this particular. 


Mr. Criltenden desired, before the vote was taken, 
to say a single word. He felt constrained to express 
his opposition to this amendment in its present form. 
He was satisfied that it would be extremely injudi- 
cious toadopt it. Under it, the secretary of war 


would be required to grant a warrant to each mau | 


for a quarter section of land to be located wherever 
he pleased. Or did the honorable senator intend 


that the secretary should indicate each lucation?— | 
The terms of the grant under this amendment were | 
altogether too large for any practical purpose of le-| 
All this should be made the subject of | 
Again ; this! 


gisiation. oul made 
very precise and restrictive legislation. 
amendment, according to his hearing, must be un- 
derstood as meaning that no Soldier was to have his 
bounty except those who were honorably dischargeu 
before the terminationof the war. He thought, 


with the view of promulgating his own particular 
views upon this subject, and he judged so from the 


eration which the mover of the amendment had be - 
stowed upon his own offspring. Three times already 
had his friend from Pennsylvania, without a word of 
explanation, accepted modifications; and he would 
name another difficulty, which he had no doubt 
would elicitfrom the honorable senator as ready a 
consent to amend as the others had done. It was, 
|that his proposition did not include a solitary man 
whoserved thus far. It included those who should 
enlist hereafter, but not those who had already serv 
ed. The honorable senator, he was sure, did not 
| wish to exclude those men; therefore, he would at 
| once see the necessity of enlarging his proposition. — 
| He did not believd there was a disposition on the 
| part of the senate tu evade this question. He did not 
lbelicve there was any such parsimonious spirit in 
| that body as to induce them to withhold the most 
| liberal donation of land to the men engaged in the 
‘service of their country. He was ready to vote, 
|and he had no doubt ithe entire body would vote, 
|large and liberal grants for those who had served 
‘one year, ag well those who had served during the 
| war. There could be no doubt as to the disposition 
|of every senator to make liberal donations to the 
|soldiers. Wherefore, then, he asked, was this pro- 
| position, in its unmatured shape, sought to be attach- 
fed tothis bili? It was not a bill to rai-e volunteers; 
|it was a bill to recruit the regular army. He would 
say to his friend from Pennsylvania that as large a 
quantity as any senator on that floor was willing to 
yote for asa reward to the meritorious soldiers en- 
gaged in this war, just so large a quantity would he 
| vole for: He was one of those who believed that, 
|as between the government and citizen, great liber- 
_ality should be observed, more especially as regar- 
_ded the uncultivated soil of this country. He knew 
of no better use that could be made of the public 
domain than to reward the brave and patriotic men 
whobad volunteered to serve in this war. He had 
himself submitted a proposition to that effect—a 
"proposition extending toa targe class not included 
in that now offered by his iriend from Pennsylvania. 
And here be was reminded that another difficulty in 
'the senator’s proposition. Was the same appropri- 
‘ation to be given to those who served during the 
| whole war as to those who served only during a part? 
| Instead of having a system, as they must necessarily 
‘have, in order to carry out properly the purpose of 
-a donation of this kind, they had but a vaked propo- 
sition presented. It seemed tohim, therefore, that 
it was allogether too imperfect. Let the senator 
_designate his plan with more precision, and 
| form asymmetrical system, and he should have his 
| support. 
Mr Cameron said that he did not pretend to that ma- 
turity of judgment in matters of this kind which the 
honorable senator trom Ohio possessed; but he did 
pretend to know what he was about as a senator 
representing one of the states of this Union. The 
remarks of the honorable senator, he thought, were 
aS immature and out of place as the senator had de- 
clared his propusition to be. ‘The honorable senator 
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to characterize his propusition as andigeste, 

of order jes. “Sree ee 
Mr. Allen. The senator will allow me tou corre t 
a mistake into which he has fallen. I did not ~ 
it wes out of order, but | say, asa part and parce| 
of a system for prosecuting this war, itis oyt of 
place. 1 donot speak of it with any want of re 
spect tothe senator, out I speak of it in regard to 
iis connexion with the prosecution of the war, 
Mr. Cameron said he would not allow any senator 
to make use of the terms out of order and oyt of 
place in reference to what he saw fit to Propose. He 
was desirous of having a harmonious vote on this 
subject, and he was willing, therefore, to adopt such 
modifications as would serve to make the amend. 
ment which he had proposed entirely acceptable to 
every senator, [t was important that the soldiers 
in entering upon service, should know what emoly- 
ment they had toexpect. He was afraid that, unless 
they adopted some such provision in connexion with 
this bill, men would not enlist so readily as seemed 
to be supposed. 

Mr. Badger said he was very decidedly in favor of 
the general proposition to granta bounty to the 
soldiers, and he was inclined also to think that an 
amendment to that effect appended to this bill would 
not be out of place. Atthe same time it must be 
very evident, he believed, not that the honorable 
senator’s amendment was crude and undigested, (for 
he wouldjnot use that exceptionable phrase,) but that 
it required modifications certainly, and that it could 
not properly, in its present state be discussed and 
determined. He was anxious to vote for such 
proposition, provided it should receive a proper 
modification. 


Mr. Phelps said he agreed with the sen itor from North 
Carolina that this proposiiion would probably receive the 
favorable cunsidcratiun of the senate, but he saw no 
necessity fur arresting the passage of the bill for the pur. 
pose of incorpurating this amendment. ‘lhe proposition 
of the senator from Pennsylvania was not confined to 
the troops to be raised under the authority of this act. 
It contemplated an inducement to all to enter into the 
service of the United States. He could not see tte ne- 
cessi'y of attaching it to this bill. ‘lhe senator could at. 
tain his ubject by calling the attentiua cf the committee 
on military affairs to this subject, and that co.nmittee 
might report a distinct and independent act upon it. 

Mr. Sevier said it was sume time si:ce he had exam- 
ined into the system in regard to bounty lands, but he 
happened tu live in that section of the country where a 
large section of those lands had been assigned. He 
knew, therefore, the effect of the system; large tracts of 
country were sull unsetitled—in fact, the best portion of 
the state was unsettled in consequence. While he wagin 
favor of the general propusition submitted by tne senator 
from Pennsylvania, his impression was that the amend- 
ment was not sufficiently zuarded; nor was he prepared 
tu propose the proper modifications without first exam- 
ining the olu laws upon the subject. Ee would venture 
tu say that the soldiers of the jast war did not, on an 
average, vet ten duilars each fur the patent grants— 
These bounty lands were altogether deceptive; more g 
would be done to the soldier by giving him fifty dollars 
than by making him a grant of land, especially when it 
was proposed to restrict the location of this bounty land 
tu such as had been for a number of years in the market 
and nv one hai bid tor it. ‘This was not all; the amend: 
ment had reference to those who served in the war Wil 
Mexico, while there were numbers of troops from his 
vin state serving in garrisous upon the fronuer, pro 
tecting the settlements against the Indians, and they 
were entirely owiited. He huped his honorable friend 
would agree to allow this matter to be passed by for the 
present, and be brought in separately properly guarded, 
and he would be ready to vote for it, otherwise he could 
not: let it embrace all the troops iu the service of the 
United States. 


Mr. John M. Clayton said he should sustain this 
amendment. While vraduation bills and pre-emptioi 
biils and other projects for giving away and breaking up 
the public domain were in vogue; while the land Was 
goig, he preerred tu see it given to the citizen suldie 
and the regular soldiers of the United States army, 
preferred giving the lands to the soldiers as an induce 
ment to fight the batiles of the country, rather than give 
them to the paupers of Europe. It was true the prop 
sition of the honurable senator was not so perfect as 1 
could desire, but it was the nearest approximation wl 
object which they voth had in view. He had no# 
prehension that the lauds would fall into the hands | 
speculaturs and brokers, whenever any claims had t 
discussed the same objections had been urged. 
anxiety had always been expressed on behalt of in 
for whom the bounties were designed. He could reat! 
understand that under the other system of giving 4¥% 
lands, speculators might derive as great benefits 48° 
grantees themselves. 
land should be given to the soldiers. 


Mr. Breese said he did not propose to discuss the f 
licy of giving these bounties His impression W® 
favor ob ikem: He believed that the grantees ha 
benefited; that many of them had eettled upon te 
lands and cultivated them, and become indepe? 
farmers. But, as the senator from Pennsylvania - | 
determined tv press this matter to a vote, he mu 
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eal eee lands to the soldiers who had served 
fare ho should hereafter serve; and he was in favor 
on "f making similar grants to the heirs of those who 
i died in the service. ‘The senate did not meet this 
" ing with the expectation of discussing this proposi- 
Ot nd moreover, it was necessary that the bill should 
toMy sed. The senator from Delaware had declared 
a Pine referred granting it to settlers; but was he not 
— re ihet by their pre-emption system the country had 
oo settled and the treasury filled year after year?— 
nis was not a system of waste, but a system by 
hich the revenues of the country had been benefited. 
This proposition, however, required that a system should 
be established to carry itout. He should therefore vote 


j {. : ‘ 
ar, Chalmers said he approved entirely of the princi- 


Je, but he telt constrained, for the same reason as that 
Pe oned by the senator from Arkansas, to vote against 
the present proposition, unless it should be made to in- 
clude all the volunteers engaged in the Mexican war.— 
or this reason, he should move ‘o amend the amend- 
ment by inserting the words “twelve months or during 
ther. Badger said he was desirous that the plan em- 
praced in the proposition of the senator from Pennsylva 
nia should be matured and annexed to this billin such a 
manner as not to run the hazard of producing inconveni- 
ence; and, inasmuchas it seemed to him thata little re- 
fection would enable them to make such amendments as 
would probably meet the approbation of all, and to remove 
the objections which appeared to be a stumbling block, 
he would move that the bill be laid upon the table, with 
the understanding that it be called up to morrow. If 
his proposition could be made to include all those who 
ought to be the objects of the bounty of this yovernment, 
he was himself perfectly willing to vote for it as a part of 
this bill, and to leave to subsequent arrangement to guard 
against fraud. 


Mr. Corwin said he felt somewhat solicitous that this 
measure, in some form or uther, at some time o: other, 
should be passed into a law; and he thought that, if 
gentlemen would give it some attention, they would find 
it not so very imperfect: they would find that it steered 
clear entirely of all those formidable objections, in re- 
gard to the system of bounty lands, as developed in 
practice heretofore. ‘The reason why those particular 
sections of the country where those bounty lands were 
to be located had been overlooked, could not possibly 
apply to the lands now proposed to be granted by the 
senator from Pennsylvania. ‘I‘he lands in those particu- 
lar instances, and in ali the laws he believed which 
were passed for the enlistment of the soldiers in the war 
of 1812, were located ina particular place; the result 
was, that no one who did not choose to make that place 
his residence would purchase them. ‘The price sunk, 
therefore, to about twenty dollars for each grant. This 
arose from the system of location adopted by the go- 
vernment. But this was not the case here. These were 
0 be located in any place where there were lands subject 
to private entry, and that would comprehend a district 
large enough to furnish a wide range for choice. The 
esultof the passage of this amendment, then, would 
be simply this: that every soldier who should be honor- 
ably discharged, or having served during the war, or 
olunteered for twelve months, would at the end of his 
tm of service, be entitled to so much scrip as would 
purchase one hundred and sixty acres of land. It was 
Proposition to grant to every soldier who actually serv- 
d, and to the heirs of every soldier who died in service, 
n amount equal to $200, which should pass current in 
ny land office for the purchase of land, instead of pay- 
ig them in advance; it was paying him at the end of 
nis service thisamount. He himself would have no he- 
tation in voting for such a proposition. A soldier’s 
tvice was the hardest that any patriot could be called 
pon to perform, and he thought that they were entitled 
) receive at the hands of the government this much at 
ast. He did not like procrastinating this subject until 
nis bill should be passed. He saw no objection to its 
being incorporated init. Would the passage of that bill 
vne bring the men intu the field? The army was not 
ali full. Would that supply the deficiency?’ Why, if 
he thing were suggested in any other place, it would 
e called a palpable absurdity. If this bill were to 
ass,t0 what family of legislation would it belong?— 
twas the very bill to which such a provision as that 


ty by the senator from Pennsylvania properly be 
) ge A 


Mr. Crittenden said he thought if they were to grant 
"ip it would pass the power of the senator from Ohio, 
'. Corwin,) to tell him how much land his two hun- 
ted dollar scrip would buy under the felicitous operation 
the graduation bill. He was desirous of giving a 
unty to soldiers who perilled their lives for their coun- 
but he wanted to know exactly what he was giving, 
{tt any rate what he promised to give. He would tell 
ee aator from Delaware that he would much rather 
Ba disposition of this land in favor of our soldiers 
a0 subject it to the disposition which seemed likely to 

+ made of it, and which the policy of gentlemen here 
i Pressing upon them every day; but gentlemen say, 
.{) Slve the soldiers these lands they are spprehen 
© that they will squander them away, as in 1815, for 
®. ten, or twenty dollars. Why were they so exceed 
By Sensitive and apprehensive that the soldier might 
oa his own hundred and sixty acres as they 
~~ emselves doing with the whole public domain?— 
‘whe ret dea in selling at a price compared with that 
Sn 1 they Were reducing the public lands, would get 
ety dollars for his grants in the years 1816, 1818, 
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scarcely envugh to repair his old clothes, much less to 
buy a suit. This is what he would do if he goes on 
graduating and reducing his lands as you propose to do 
with yours. But he apprehended that the soldier would 
do much better with his land; and he was glad, there. 
fore, of an opportunity of making a meritorious disposi- 
tion of it, for he thought it would be a meritorious act in 
favor of the soldiers and he was rot only willing to 
grant lands, but scrip to be received in payment for 
lands. But his objection to this amendment was, that it 
was impossible now to digest all its details; tor it was 
very evident that an amendment of this important na 
ture, thus hastily offered, could not without very great 
difficulty be properly digested and prepared. It, there 
fore, occurred to him that in place of attempting to make 
a specific provision now upon the subject, they ought 
simply to make a pledge that they would hereafter 
make such provision This proceeding, while it would 
bind them, woulu leave ample time for liberal legisla 
tion. 

Mr. Benton said that he was altogether epposed to an 
extension of the credit sysiem; he was opposed to pro 
mising to give land at some future day. The proposition 
of the senator from Kentucky was weither more nor less 
than a promise to pay at some future time, without fixing 
that time It was a new and vast extension of the cre- 
dit system. ‘This question was already in the hands of 
acommittee. It might be also in the hands of several 
committees in the other house, thouvh he was not in the 
habit of noticing what was going on there. He knew 
of one committee which had charge of the subject now, 
and he apprehended that a provision for giving lands in 
Suture would be to discharge all those committees from 
any further action upon the subject; so that, instead of 
acting upon the proposition at all, or having it brought in 
at an early day, with a prospect of being matured, the 
whole matter would be indefinitely postponed. He 
hoped the amendment, if not withdrawn, would be re- 
jected, and that the bill will be proceeded with. It had 
already been several times delayed. It was now the 
precise moment to bring it forward, and at such a mo- 
ment it must be encumbered with a proposition having 
reference to a grant of public lands, and bringing us into 
a discussion of the graduation system and the pre-emp- 
tion laws. 

The Vice President, (a messaze from the President of 
the United States waiting to be delivered.) Will the 
honorable senator suspend his remarks for a moment? 

Mr. Benton. Yes, sir; forever, as far as this matier is 
concerned. [The message was here received.] 

Mr. Sevier observed that there was a great deal of talk 
about our finances and the embarrassment of the trea 
sury, and inthe midst of this crisis there was a proposi 
tion to take from the government one of its principal 
sources of revenue; rll git whose benefit? For the be 
nefit of the soldier. Why, he thought the soldier would 
get along much better by adding two or three dollars a 
month to his pay. It would be difficult to tell, if all the 
volunteers were to be embraced in this provision, what 


from Missouri very properly said, they were giving a 
pledge the extent of which they conld not foresee, and 
that before the war was fairly begun. He thought at least 
a proposition of this kind ought to be submitted to the 
consideration of a committee. 


Mr. Badger said he was extremely sorry to hear from 
the senator from Arkansas, whose opportunities for be- 
ing well informed upon these topics was exceedingly 


He had hoped that we should by this time have received 
assurances from some gentleman on that side that the 
war was near its conclusion. Bnt the announcement of 
the honorable senator that it was only beginning was, 
he thought, conclusive that this amendment ought to 
pase, and be incorporated in the bill. If the war had 
just begun, and they found themselves under the neces 

sity for calling upun our patriotic citizens to enlist, not 
merely for a certain period, but during the existence of 
the war, the termination of which could not be discern- 
ed in the dim and distant future; if, while turning to our 
patriotic citizens, and calling on them to enlist, to leave 
the comforts of home, and to incur the hazards of battle, 
not for a short period, but for a war which, after the 
lapse of a year, has but ju:t begun, was it not important 
that they should hold out to them inducements for sur- 
rendering to their country their persons, their happiness, 
their lives? A still clearer and more satisfactory reason 
why this bill should not pass without being accompanied 
by the distinct and unequivocal pledve of a bounty to the 
soldiers who are called on to make all those painful sa- 
crifices was afforded by the senator himself. He was no! 
for separating the provision of a bounty from a bill in 
which the soldiers were called on to enlist. 

If such was to be the character of the war, he was 
ready to vote an increase of the pay and land besides.— 
He was not for calling upon our citizens for sacrifices, 
without rendering them the fullest indemnity. Believing, 
therefore, that a full opportunity ought to be afforded for 
the arrangement of the details, he renewed his motion 
that the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Upon this motion Mr. Sevier demanded the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and, being taken, resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Builer, 
Cilley, J. M. Clayton, Thos. Clayton, Corwin. Criten- 


Johnson, of La., Johnson, of Mid.. Mangum, Miller, 





» What would he getin the years of 1848, 1849, 


and Woodbridge—25. 


and 1850 for his one hundred and sixt acres? Why. | 


the amount of the grant would be; and, as the.senator | 


good, that we were yet at the beginning of this war.— | 


den, Evans, Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, 


Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Westcott, | 
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NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
tony Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright. Calhoun. Came-on, 
Cass, Chalmers. Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Lewis, Niles, 


a. Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee— 








STATES OF THE UNION. 








VirGinta aND New Hampsuire.—Slavery.—Resolu- 
tions of the New Hampshire legislature were communie 
cated to the  ouse of delegates of Virginia, by Governor 
Smith; on Monday, to whom they had been communi- 
cated by the Governor of New Hampshire. ‘hey related 
to the subject of slavery—urged congress to prohibit any 
further extension of slavery in the territory of the United 
States, and to use every means in its power towards the 
ultimate abolition of the institution. The legislature 
promptly and unanimously adopted a resolution request- 
ing the governor of Virginia to return “forthwith” said 
| resolutions tu the governor of New Hampshire. 

















Matine.—Congressional election.— Official.—Returns 
_of the election in September last, as ascertained by the 
| governor and council was as follows: 

District. Whig. Loco. Abolition. Scattering. 

1 3 531 5,430 1,101 84 

2 3,881 4,606 1,381 755 

3 5,687 3,487 1,788 24 

4 5,645 5,089 871 714 

5 3,473 4,249 1,557 1,105 

6 3,707 4,900 1,962 227 

7 3,740 5,033 574 336 
29,864 32,794 9,234 3,245 

The treasurer of Maine has subscribed one hundred 


and fifty thousand dollars of the 5,000,000 Joan for carry- 
ing on the war with Mexico. 





PENNSyLvaNIaA.—The Message of Gov. Shunk was 
transmitted to the legislature on the 5th inst. We copy 
from the Philadelphia U.S. Gazette the following synop- 
sis of its contents: 

The total debt of the state is $40,789,577 00. It ap- 
pears that with exertions the February interest can be 
paid, but some new enactments are required to make the 
finances easier. 

Governor Shunk refers to the apprehensions Which 
some people have, thatthe Central Railroad will injure 
the public works, and expresses his belief that it will ase 
sist in augmenting their tolls. 

A steady increase of the balance 1n favor of the trea- 
sury is noticeable, and it will soon amount to a consider- 
able sum. 

The governor recommends an alteration in the consti- 
tution, so as to form a permanent and constantly increase 
Ing sinking fund for the surplus revenue. 
| Some al'eration of the tax law is recommended, to 
| make it equalize its operation. 

We caniiot tell exacily whether the message is for or 
| against the tariff of 1846; it is evidently in tavor of the 
| sub-treasury. 

| ‘The system of individual liability of stockholders of 
| banks is approved. 

‘The proceedings of the canal board are laude, and it 
is added that for three years, not a case of defalcation 
| has occurred among their agenis 
It is recommended that congress be asked to improve 
| the navigation of the Ohio. 

The industry and care of the auditor general, and state 
treasurer, are praised. 

Some further legislation is required relative to the geo- 
logical survey. 

Complaints are made of the unnecessary legislation 
upon private bills, many of which are not called for at the 
secretary's office. 

‘The governor protests against the increased amount 
of legislative ‘divorce bills,” and hints that he will not 
be su free to sign them hereafier. He speaks well and 
firmly on this point. 

A just compliment is paid to the Philadelphia Society 
for alleviating the miseries of prisons, and he recom- 
mends that the legislature grant their request, to make 
provisions for further information as to crimes, punish- 
ments, the condition of criminals, and the cost of suse 
taining them. 

The report of the superintendent will show the onward 
course of the public schools. 

Respecting the Pennsylvania railroad, which is de- 
signed to connect Philadelphia and Pittsburg, the mes- 
sage says— 

‘Some apprehensions have been expressed, that the 
construction of the great Central Railroad, between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburg, may be the means of dimin- 
ishing the income from the improvements of the state.— 
In thisI do not concur; on the contrary, I entertain the 
opinion, that the increased commerce which it will in- 
vite between our greateastern and western empcriums, 
and the regions which connect them, will not only add 
tothe revenue of the Columbia railway, but will great! 
increase the productiveness of all our public works. Such 
I believe, has been the experience of New York; and 
such, I doubt not. will, in a very few years, be that of 
our own commonwealth.” 

A letter writer from Philadelphia states that “the mes- 
sage of the governor to the legislature, regards it as pro 
bable that a small loan will be required, in anticipation 
of ie revenue to meet the payment of the interest due 
iin February on the state debt.” 
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Pittsburg —The City election, tovk place on the 6th 
instaxt. Lhe whigs carried every ward. The new 
license law, was carried by a majurity of twelve hun- 
dred. 


Pennsylvania coal trade.—comparative supplies in 
1845 and 1846. The ‘al quantity of coal sent to mar- 
ket from the anthracite mines, Pennsylvania, in 1845, 
and 1846, has been as follows. 








1846. 1845. 

Lehigh mines tons 522.297 425,150 
Schuylkill* 1,222,418 1.983,796 
Wyomingt 166.923 178.401 
Lackawana 32:1,020 266,072 
Pine Grove 91,216 47,923 
Shamoken no return 10,000 

Total supply 2 372.874 2,015,342 


$07,532 tonsa. 


Increase in 1346 over 1845 
390,005 tons. 


Inerease in 1845 over 1844 
*To Nov. 1. tl'o Dec. 24. 





MaryLanp —Special election to fill vacancies in the 
house of delegacs sere held las week. 

In Anne Arundel county —Dr. James S. Owens late 
tr orurer os t eS aie (lace) »as elected by a majority of 
29 vines over Win. Teil laude, Ksq., iO supply the va- 
cancy occasioned by the appowimeat of Joun Jonusoa 
to be cha cellor. The vote siood for Owings, 937—for 
Clande, 9038 

In Frederick county. —Jamnes Stevens, hsq. » (* hig) 
Wes lecieu to suppiy ine place ot Mr. Daub decea-ed. 
The vore siood Steven , 1,3819—Siic, (ad. loc») 1,037; 
So der 132. Mr Steve:s’:sajority over both 147 





Virginia —U. S Senator.— The iegisiature on the 15tu 
instamt, proceeded to ciect a senator to represent the 
stute for six years fro. the 4th of March, 1947, at which 
tme Mr Archer’s term expires. Mr. Archer was voted 
for by the whigs on the first ballot. Governor Smith 
was the reguiar uominee of the administration party, 
but R. M. ‘I’. Hunte:, Esq, had a sufficiency of adhe- 
rents to preventan election On the fifth ballot, Mr. 
Huater r-crived 23 administration votes, and the whigs 
voting for him, he was elected. 





Mississipp1.—- Special election—Mr Ellett, the loco 
Nouinee ws elecicd tv supply the vacancy in congress 
from this state. 


anneal 


Lovisrana.— The Legislature met in New Orleans on 
the Ila inst. IT the senate, Mr. Landry, the Lieut. 
Governor, took the chair, and iu the house Mr. Farran, 
(W.) was elected speaker. 

‘The goveruoi’s message was sent in the same day. A 
large portion of this documeutis devoted to the conside-. 
raiion of the Mexican war, the cause which produced it, 
and the part which Louisiana bore in furnishing troops 
for the tield. 

Kenrvucky.—Finances.—Gvernor Owsley of Ken- 
tucky, congratulates 1 his message to the legislature, 
the people, on the sausfactory condition of the treasury 
ai the ciose of the past fiscai year. Afier meeting all 
liabiluies, :here remained a blance of $20,503, and if 
the esipnates be correc!. there will be ou the llth of 
October next. $19,093 33) Phe receipts tor 1845, iavlud- 
jog a surplu~ of the previous year, aimeunied to $123,510 
35. I'he estimated reveipts for the present fiscal year 
will probably be $333,991 15. A revision of the system 
of collection of taxes ts recu.n neaded, the one in force 
betsy manifestly defective. 

State debt.—He» pints our that since the state had em- 
barned da Laternal improve nenis, the debt of tie staie 
haJ been materially diminished. Phere still remained 
avainat the stat: aw inieviedness of 4,409 156, besides 
$250,000, the interest of waiciis ptyabie by tae North. 
ern Bank of Keniucky, together amounting to $4,659 - 
456. . 

The precise condition - this debt is as follows: 

Payments made during last year. 

To the Bank of lL cuisaiie $30,000 
In redemption of six year bonds 50,00u 
In redemption of certificates or scrip of the 








Northern Bank of Kentucky 630 
Total amount of payments $84,430 
New jiabilities were created— ) 
By 6 per cent. thirty year bunds sold in ex- 
change and fur the redempiivn of six year 
bonus $15,000 
By receipt of money of Craddock fund 3,000 
Amount of new liabilities $18,000 


This lauer sum, deducted from the aggregate amount 
of payments, leaves a balance of $63 430, which con- 
stitutes tie actual diminu‘ion of the atate debt in the 
year just ended; and when taken from that debt, shows 
the entire funded debt of the state at present to be $4,596,- 
026. ye" 

This debt is composed of the following items— 

5 percent. bonds, redeemable «t the pleasure 
of the state, at any time within six years 
after the expiration of the charter of the 


Northern Bank of Kentucky . $250 000 | 
5 per cent. bonds, payable 35 years after 

dite 105. v00 
5 per cent. bonds, payable 30 years after 

date = 450,000 


6 per cent. bonds, payable 30 years after 
ay r ie a “ ner 258000 
per cent. bonds, payable six years after 
date "i 49,600 
6 per cent. bonds (for repair of railroad) 





payable 6 years after date 84,000 
Railroad and internal improvement scrip is- 
sued by the Northern Bank of Kentucky, 
aud redeemable by the state 426 
Money received of Craddock fund 3,000 
Total amount of debt $4,596,026 


But, the state is in possession of means by which part 
of this debt may be paid without burthening the people 
with taxation. The state now holds, as she then held, 
in her own name— 


6,000 shares of stock in the Bank of Ken- 

tucky $700,000 
2,500 shares of stock in the Northern Bank 

of Keutucky 250.000 


: Ang in the name of the commissivners of tie sinking 
und— 
400 shares of stock in the Northern Bank of 





Keniucky $40,000 
406 shares of stock in the Bank of Louis- 
ville 40,600 
2,399 shares of stock in the Bank of Ken- 
tucky 239,900 
Total amount of bank stock $1,280,500 


This sur, deducted from the araount of debt. as stated 
eaves 13,325,526, which may be considered as the «c- 
‘ual burthen uf debt. 

During the past year not only has the interest on this 
been promptly wh but the commissioners of the sinking 
ju id have paid of it $63,430. 

Tie various improvements of the state are not only 
said to sustain themselves, but to contribute also to the 
sinking fund. 


Education.—The condition of the common schoo! sys- 
tem is referred to,and the great room for improvement 
pointed out. As yet for this great cause, Kentucky has 
done but little more than place a law in her statute book 
which has never been carried into effect, and almost 
justified, says the governor, the reproach that a system 
of education cannot flourish in a slave state. The go- 
vernor advises for this great purpose, the appropriation 
of muney and the adoption of the New York system as 
a model. Normal sehvols for the education of teachers 
are recommended, not to be established immediately, 
but to be keptin view—the colleges of the state being in 
the interim used instead. An amelioration of the penal 
code, as far as regards slaves, is recommended, it having 
been held that they were not entitled to the benefit of 
clergy, and consequenily death retained as the punish 
ment for many crimes, unnecessarily. 





Missouri.— Zhe legisluture, assembled at Jefferson, 
on the 16thult. Lieut. Governor Young entered upon 
his duties as president of the senate, and C. F. Jackson, 
Esq., was elected speaker of the house. 


A special msssauge.—The legislature having adopted 
resolutions requesimg the governor to furnish them with 
cerialn items of executive expenditure, his excellency 
transmitted a document in reply, which the St. Louis 
New Era pronounces reniaribly tart and bitter, and 
presents the iviluwing extract as a specimen of its tem- 
per: 

‘*In the next place, with due respect to the nonora- 
ble mover, the answer, is, that the expenses of the exe- 
cutive were various, Numerous, ‘tuo tedious to mention;’ 
his breakfast, his dinner, or his tea, when he had time 
and appelile to eatit; ai apple or an orange, a lemonade 
or a sp nge Cuke, a piece of cheese or a cracker, a glass 
of brandy or some old rye, when, from hard travel, 
uiuch faugue, and great wart of sleep, he was too un- 
well to take more substantial fuod, or else, from rapid 
travelling, had nu time to stop and get it; the blacking 
of bis bovis, or brushing the dust out of his coat, or 
hiring a servastto hasten his dinner, instead of forcing 
him to eat through a series of regular courses; hack hire 
aid omnibus hire, porterage and drayage; stage fare, 
| railroad fare, steambvai fare on the lakes, gults, rivers, 
and bays; al! these, and various other ‘items,’ multi- 
pled many times over, making, perhaps, thousands in 
the trip of six thousand miles, make up the ‘items’ of 
expense to the executive—a lung list, hard to get, and 
hard to give.” 


A railroad from St. Louis to Indiannapolis is project- 
ed.— ihe advantages of such a read are obviwus; i! 
would cut off the large angle formed by the Ohio and 
Mississippi, ana greatly shorten the route from St. Louis 
east. A large and enthusiastic meeting has been held 
; at St. Louis in favor of it. 


S:. Louis.—Improvements.—It is estimated in the St. 
Louis Union that thirty-six huodred good and substantia! 
buildings have been erected in that city within the last 
\wo years. 





Micuicgan.—Congressional election.—Official atate 














ment: 
Loco. Whig. Abolition. Scattering. 
Ist District 7.877 6,442 777 33 
(2d Disirict 9,515 8.678 1,127 31 
,3d Dis nict 6.492 5, 754 931 21 
23,854 20,904 2.885 96 


ee 


The aggregate congressional vote of the state : 


_ ~ . 47,769 

The aggregate whig, abolition and scattering 
vote is 23,885 
The aggregate loco vote is 23,884 
——eee 


. a ; ] 
Showing an actual majority against the locos of one 
vote. 
Loco vote over whig vote 2,980. 
[Detroit Adv, 


Improvements.—The rapid growth of the commerce 
of Michiga: is well set forth by sia‘istical statements jn 
the Rochester Advertiser of a recent date. In 1819 the 
shipping owned in the state ameunted to but 600 tong; 
in 1846 it was 26,928, and gave employment to 1,800 
seamen. The exports up to 1836 consisted almost en. 
tirely of turs and amounted to $400,000—alt other arti. 
cles reaching only to $75,000. In 1840 the exports 
amounted to $1,305,860; in 1846 they reached $4,647,. 
608. ‘The wheat crop of lasi year is estimated at 9,000,. 
000 bushels. 


Marrage contracts.—The Ypsilanti Sentinel states, 
thatin the single county of Washtenaw, twenty-two 
cases of divorce have been decreed. 


lowa.—Election.— At last we have an abstract of the 
official voréof Iowa at the late election for state officers 
and members of congress. It has been furnished by 
Jesse Williams, secretary of the territory: 





For Governor—Ansel Briggs, (L.) 6,689 
Thomas McKuight, (W.) 6,528 
For Congress—Sheppherd Leffler, (L.) 6,830 
S C. Hastings, (L.) 6,744 
G. C. C. Mitchell, (W) 6,379 
Jos. H. Hedrick. (W.) 6,425 
Por Secretary—F. Curler, Jr., (L.) 6,714 
J. H. Cowles, (W.) 6,418 
For Auditor Jos. T. Fales, (L.) 6,744 
Eastin Morris, (W.) 6,394 
For Treasurer— Mogan Reno, (L.) 6.819 
E. T. Smith, (W ) 6,365 


(St. Louis New Era. 


Iowa bribery case —This matter was still in the hands 
of the select commitiee, at the latest dates from Iowa 
city. All parties manifest a wish to sift the affair tho- 
roughly. ‘The lowa Reporter, loco, recounts the charge, 
and avowing inability to do the cross examination mrtg 
says “that for an ex parte, vindictive, and quibbling in- 
vestigation, it surpasses any thing ever witnessed or read 
of.” 


EE CLR RE EY NE A I 
CANADA AND THE CANADIANS IN 1846, 
By Sir Richard H. Bannycastle—2 Vols. Colburn. 








From the brief review of this publication, which 
we find in the December number of the (London) 
Atheneum, we presume these volumes must equal 
any thing the British press has paraded in vitupera- 
tion of our country and its institutions, for the grati- 
fication of a morbid appetite. 

The very inlimate acquaintance with, and imparti- 
ality and correct judgment inrelation to the matter 
upon which Sir Richard Bonnycastle writes, may 
be judged of in this country, by the following ex- 
tracts: 

We judge thus, when we find the Athenxum 
warning its readers against the wholesale condem- 
nation of Brother Johnathan, and his .:oings, in which 
this writer indulges and adding that ‘tour transatlan- 
tic kinswan bas faults enough—and more than he 
likes to hear; but the traveller is manifestly pre)" 
diced and grossly unjust who describes him as de 
void of all good feeling,—universally ignorant, !0- 
solent and unprincipled.” 


“Sir Richard Bonnycastle gives us a piece of in 
formation which our “foregone conclusions” at home 
may scarcely have prepared us to receive;—viz. that 
the Irish make the most loyal, the Scotch the most 
disaffected, of colonists. The fatter, he says, afé 
generally in favour of “annexation” to the monster 
republic—the former opposed to it. The reason for 
the first half of this proposition is, however, easilJ 
explained. It is notorious that throughout the 
Union the Irish, especially the Roman Caibvllt 
Irish, are disliked, insulted shunned or oppres* 
ed. There is noexaggeration in the following: | 

“But, if it be possible that one peculiar portio? 
of the old countrymen are more dishked or despis 
than another in any country under the sun, connec: 
ted by such ties as the United States are with Bri 
lain, there can be no doubt that the condition ol ihe 
Jews under King Jobn, as far as hatred and uses 
pressed contumelious feeling goes, was preferable l0 
the feeling which native Americans, of the ull 
loco foco or ultra federal bread, entertain towards 
the Jabouring catholic Irish,and would, if they cou! 
with safety, vent upon them im dreadiul visitation 





They would exterminate them, if they dared.” 
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“Jt unhappily istrue, ho ever, that the Ameri- 
can Irish have brought this universal! odium upon 
themselves: 

“A body of these hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, Who,when not excited, are the «most inno- 
cent and harmless people in the world—easily led, 
but never 10 be driven—get employed on a canal or 
great public work; and,no sooner do they settle 
down, upon wages which must appear hke a dream 
to them, than.some old feud between Cork and Con- 
naught, some ancient quarrel of the Capulets and 
Montagues of low lite, is recollected, or a chant of 
the Boyné water is heard, and to it they go _pell: 
mel, cracking one another’s heads and disturbing a 

acetul neighbourhood with their insane broils. Or, 
sbould a devil, in the shape of an adviser, appear 
among.them, and persuade these excitable folks that 
they may obtain higher wages by forcing their own 
terms, bludgeons and bullets are resorted to, in order 
tocomp! compliance, and incendiarism and murder 
follow, until a military force is called out to quell 
the riot.” 


“But, however just the odium, it is full of danger 
in its consequences tu the Republic: 

“In the event of a war, the Catholic Irish to a 
man—aud whata formidable body is it in Canada 
and the United States!—. ill be on the side of En 
gland. O’Cunnell has prophesied rightly there, tor 
it is not in human nature to furget the wrongs which 
the Catholics have sutfered toi the past ten years in 
acountry proiessing universal freedom and tuleta- 
tion. The Americans of the better classes with 
whom Ihave conversed ad wit this, but the distike 
of the lnish is rooted and general among all the na- 
tive race; and they fear as well a+ mistrust them, be- 
cause, in many of the Jargest cittes, New York for 
one, the Irish predominate.” 

“These men, wiih the coloured population of the 
South, form, in the heart of the American Union, a 
cause of imminent peri for the great Repuodlic im the 
event of a war with England.” 


Some of the extracts from the publication evince 
tact, talentand taste—ithough we judze that much 
ol ks witis of vVarnkee origin. 
give a few extracts: — 


Ano_p Van WINKLE OF THE MUHAWK FLATS is) his father being Scuoieh, iisimother Irish 


thus nit off: 

“Tremember being told a curious sto.y of the 
Dutch, who have their bomesteads on the Mohawk 
Flats, the rici est pasture land im New York. These 
simple cOlunisis, preserving their ancient habits, 
pipes, breeches, and phlegm, looked with astonish- 
ment atthe progress of their Yunkee neighbours, 
aud predicted that so mucu haste and action wuuld 
soon expend itself. At last came surveyors and en- 





We ase templed to | hod only last spring seen, ai 


{ 





tic form; the immense and graceful weeping elm; 
enormous poplars, whose magnitude must he seen to 
be conceived; lindens equally vast; walnut trees of 
immense size; the beautiful birch and the wild cherry 
large enough to make tables and furniture of. Oh! 
the gloom and the glory of these forests, and the 
deep reflection that, since they were first created by 
the Divine fiat, civilized men has never desecral. d 
them with his unsparing devastations; that a peculiar 
race,born for these solitudes,once dwelt amidst their 
shades, living as Nature’s woodland children, until a 
more sublile being than the serpent of Kden - rep: 
amongst them, and with his glittering novelties anu 
dangerous »eauly, caused their (otal annihilation!-— 
I see, in spirit, the red hunter, tofty, fearless, and 
stern, stalking m his painted nudity, and displaying 
a form which Apollo snight have envied, a:niist the 
everlasting and silent woods; I see, in spirit, the 
bearded strauger from the rising su, with his deadiy 
ar.s and his more de dly fireewoter, conversing 
with his savage fellow, and dispiaying tre envied 
weaith of gorgeous beads and gaudy clothing.” 
Well might Southey have said, tn boundless solitides 
like these, 


Go tou and seek the house of prayer, 
I to tue Woodland will repair, 
A..d find religion there.” 

NATURE AND CIVILIZATION —The influence of the 
abodes depict d avu ©, upon tue huge mind, ans 
the impressions which a oatuce of the solituies ex- 
perieuces upon witnessing the contrast, may ve illus. 
trated by au interesting account which is given in a 
French Roman Catholic periodical published at Mow 
treal, from whicn we extract: 

* There arrived in Montreal. on Wednesday last, a 
young man, about tweuty years ol age, whio had 
come down from Hudson’s Bay without having du- 
ring his long journey, stopped in any town, village 
or civilized seitiement; su that he stu -Dled int 
Montreal with as iittie idea of a town or of civil 
zation as if he had tallen from the uwon; ior he nal 
lived on the noritern shores of tne Day, an: had 
seldom visited tive tur irading esiabvilsnmenis. He 
Aboditioi, Messieurs 
Moreau aud Durouguet, the Roman Cathie Viissten 
aries. tle was born of Ruowau Catholic parents — 
But he 
had never jeit ibe wouds, nor tie jile in Loe Wilds; 
aud had never seen a priest beiore lasi spring. Hou 


this young mao on finding himself thus suddenly cast 
into the midst of this large town, as one wouid 
throw a bale of iurs! 
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those which,in our existing state, we find so incom- 
parable. We must here close our reflections, for 
fear of falling into paradoxes «ifficult to be avoided 
in qcestions of this nature. This young man has 
departed »ithout regret, and has gone to the town- 
sip of Raudon, where he has relations. here he 
will again find forests. and will be able to breathe 
freely, withont fearing that the lofty dwetlings of 
the city will intercept his view of the blue sky and 
the bright sun which he loves.” 


Recruitine—Sir Richard, in the work above al- 
luded to, furnishes an account of the manner in 
which recruits were obtained for the Royal Artil- 
lery, which reminds us very vividly of our old famous 
recruiting officer, of Baitimore, Captain Cuesron, 
‘hom we well remeber to have personified tw the 
life and character here given, when recruiting for 
soldiers to accompany General Wayne's army, after 
st. Clair’. defeat: 

“the recruiting sergeant was in those day-~ dres- 
-ed much wore finer than any field marsha: of this 
degenerate, roilway era; it fact, the Horse G, rds 
sbways turned cul to the sergeaut mayor of the Roy- 
ub vdpint r, Academy of Wools tei, when that fune- 
ionary sent periodicalty to the Golden Cross, Char- 
bug Ci uss, lu recelV¥e and e€scurt the young geulle- 
inen Cadets from Marlow College, who were aban. 
doug the red coat and driilost the foot soltier to 
pecome neaphyt sinothe art and inystery of great 
guonery aud sappiog. ‘Phe way they reccunted was 
thus,’ sai t-e Dowbardier:-—*The gallant sergeant, 
vedizened in copper lace frou the crown of his head 
lo the sole of hits loot, and with as sagger whien no 
modern drum major has ever presumed to allemopt, 
udaressed to a crowd of country Dumpkins, -Dow't 
‘Iisteu to thase gentle .en in red, their sarvice ts one 
which bo one whe has Drams will ever think of— 
footing Lover the universal word; tie ) lave usualy 





quet only, an! 
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| (hal Mortat su olte 
strange must have been ihe emotions iu the Or-ast of ltiemen, at the imperial city ol 
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He expressed his feelings at | See a vailvon? 


lillery, you 


Deen © iled Oy us the thativuts. Piiey uses tne wus- 

have hands ithe teet, and feet tike 
vind ine, gentlemen, the royai Peg 
Is@ Survicee \ hie no 
need ve ashamed oF We fights with 
real powder and Oath, ine Maifoois tights with bird 
shoi. We knows the perry-ierry of the circuaiier- 
ence of a round shut, Did sou ever see a mortar? 
Did you ever see a shell? I will answer for it you 
wever did, except the policary mortut, and the shell 
renders neces-ary. Now, gen- 
Woviwich, im the 
Royal Arsenal, you may, if you join the Royal Ar- 
ay see shells in ezrnest. Did you ever 

Yes! inen the shells tiere are big- 


gehtiemen 


the time as partaking more ol stupor than of admi- ‘yer than balivuns, and are the iargest bolluw shot 


ration. When he hav recovered trom the confusion 


/of nis ideas consequent upon the vovelity of his situ- 


gineers, those odious disturbers of antiquity and | aiion, he sought the Bishop’s residence, according to 


quietrural enjoyments: they pointed their spirit lev- 
els,—they stretched their chains across the tair fields 





ed deeply. 
jected across his acres: he would not have minded a 
canal. He had survived tne wars of the Indians; he 
had forgotten Sir William Johnson and his neigh 
bouring Castic; he had gone through he rebethon vl 
Washington Withoul veing despuiledjanu had, fiwally, 
ashe thought, settied de uin the iovely valley of 
the meaudermmg Mohawk, a a flat ver. like what 
his ancestors represented io liu a> the pictured re- 
ality of Sieys or Scheldtiana. He had suwked and 
duzed through ali this excitement, and was just De- 
S'Ouing Lo unversiand English. ‘Tue American cha 
efeCler was aQuve fin Comprehension He remem- 





























Beal piandiather was a Dut tinau, who had ascen 
ued the Britist throne, aud tad prociaimeu Protes 
‘408m and Orunge boven as the law of the culonuies. 
© SUN thougit George the Third tis ruler; aud ne 
trkuew tuat George Vasiingin bad, Comweil- 
lke, Ousted the wmouarch trom tis tar patrimony, 
DD pretence that tea was nul laxavle trausellatle 
ally. The rai road came! and fire and iren rushed 
rough the happy valley. ‘I'he patriarchs tilted up 
eit hands and ter pipes in utler dismay. Ten 
housand duyvels!” exciatmed one old Van Winkie; 
Val is dis?—at ts tuo peu! King Jorjre is tuigot 
mMsel. LT snvuid vot vonder we osliati,” Wave a 
eePublic Hext was the universal respouse [rum ausidsi 
dense cioud of tuvaces vapour.” 


































































THe AMERICAN FORRESTS AND THEIR INHABITANTS, 
© sketched bu ihe tile: 

know of nothing in this world capable of exci. 
OB emotions ul wonder and adoration wore directly, 
ato iravel alowe through its turesis. Pines, in 
Ng t.eir huary lop» Deyoud man’s VisiuD, unless he 
Sines his head su far vackwards as to be painful 
his Organization, with trunks woich require faih 

Of live to span them; oake, of the must gigan- 





















bereu George tne Phird with respect, because Nis | 





the iustructions of bis father; and at length bound 


‘himseif more at ease; tur, understanding hie siigu 





of the quiet slumbering valley of these smoking lar pusition, those he tuere met wilh assisted him to 
Dutchmen. ‘The very cows looked bewildered, aad | cufiect his scattered theugtts. In answer to the 


Mynheer, takin, his meerschaum from his lips, sigh | questivos uddressed tu hin (ve speaks Englisi, and 
Phey told him thata raitroad ..as pro-| cay read and wrile, he replied that he could vot cou 


seutty live in such a piace; tuat the nuise deafened 
him, while the crowds of people, running tm all c1- 
rections, agitated and astunis ed tim ip a manuer he 
coulu not explain. He experienced a seusation ot 
sutfucatiun on Muding Nimseil euclosed, as i ere, 
iu streets of lofty houses; he saw and admired noth 
iby, Velng EVery momentin dread ot lousi g him 
sell inthe tavyrinth vi streets, more difficult tor 


hit to recoguize than the scarcely -aiarked pathways | 


of bis mative forests. He was uvt curtuus tu see 
any thing and felto ly the desire to fly at once. and 
again lo Ureathe treeiy, away trom what he teil tu 
be the restramts of civilization. He 
ihe Catuecral, where he saw the pictures, Wie puin- 
lings on the rvol, and ali the oruaments of the 
church—they were explained .v him; and he prayed 
belure the high allar, & that otjine Huty Virgin. He 
velieved ali the jstructi. us of the church, and -as 
sufficientiy iniormed to receive vaplisin. Daring tis 
visis lu tie Church the organ was piayed, aud an ex- 
planation was given to himof its harmony. In the 
midst of these to him surprising aovelities, he was 
asked what was the preduminant sensation in his 
mind?—he auswered lear, and that his other feelings 
he was unable tu expiam. ‘This simple child of wva- 
ture, Ne natvele ui whore language, emotions and 
habits, Su sliulgly Cuntrasted with the surrvundiug 
artificial civilization, affurued a singular study to 
those present. However, humiliating to our sell- 
jove, the conduct of this young man abundantly 
proved that the civil zation of which we are so proud, 
our buildings, our wealth, our industry, all our ac- 
tivity and wuise, do nul Gil with the aumiration we 
expect thuse who afe bruught up far frou vur opu 
lentciues and our attificiai manucrs. Nature, 


these lumense $ iitud 3, lu toese priathtve tiauiecrs, 


was, then, Charms unkuows tu us, ko ue preieired bo 


} 
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|; lue Way we uses 


Come along wilh me,imy Boys, au 
| shail have a coat like 
| 


was taken lo | 


ever made—the Fieuch tas nothing tike tbewm. Aad 
them! We fresin-w out of tha 
mortars lato the enemy’s towns, aud stuffs them full 
ol red sugers. Well, they bursis, an. out comes the 
fisiivulsopeus the gates, and lets the Ruyat Arunery 
in; abd then every man fils bis sack with silver aad 
wold, and , Precious slubes, aller a leetle -crimmuaging. 
every one ot you 
mine, wich was made ou of 
| ihe plunder; and you shall have a horse to ride, and 
acairiage Oehind i; aud you shail see the ylorious 
chy of Woolwich, where the streets are paved with 
penny loaves, and diiuk is to be had tor asking.’ So 
Lis with bine-ieutus of the Ciuigrutits to Cauada in 
linese eultgntened days; su itis with the emigrants 
biaua old Kugiand, and trum truuvied frelaud, lw the 
free and astunishing Union of the states vf Awerica, 
abd Pf Xas, thet Conjomt lumivary of the nuw go- 
abead w rido: the West” 

ine ixinn AveTiongerR oF Rum.—As a specimen 
of the ja etiuus humor elt which Sir Ricuard in- 
_leitard> fis gaul; in vrder lu make bis pudsteauion to 
|Join isuli’s taste, take the lullow tug: 
| thee wasatunny teliow, an litsn auctioneer, at 
| Kugotuwn, avin Yeuls agu called Paudy Moran, 
| 
| 





Wirow all the worlu, pitest and pafsut, ustulsterc aud 
twelliedisi, suldier aud sailur, (nker aud tailor, weut 
to bear when be wuuuted Mis rusiruim. He was sel- 
| iby the guods of a Quattetmaster geneial Who was 
leaving the piece. At Jast he came tu the cellar and 
therum. “Now, gentiemen, says M ran, 1] advise 
you to buy Wis rus, Ts 6d a galion. Going! going! 
| Gentlemen, I w.s ounce a sujer--don’t laugh, you of- 
| ficers there, lor | was—and a sinjeant into the bar- 
gain. Ft was’ut au the Trish mitttue—vad luck to you 
littenant, tor laughing iu that way, it wii) spoil the 
ruu! i Was the tip-top vi we sirjeants of ihe regi- 
jment—long iile tou! Yes, 1 was the quarter.uaster- 
siijeant, ane badwt Ll the sarving oui of the rations; 
aid didu’t ] kuow what guod ration rum was; and 
aid’nt tl belpmyseif to the prime of at! Weil, then, 
geulirinen and imaie —I] wane, Lord save yces, ladies 
aud gpillietisu—il @ Qquarieimaster-slij aus in the are 
iy hau BYvd iuus, what lie ud vil du yuu think a 
Gua@ilchimarier pebic rol get? ihe rum rose to fisteen 
| SHisitugs per galivw as tue ners Did.” 








<cecneecammnntlicncennipcm tavern ton ers tia tacit sania ae aA 
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FOREIGN.—By the Rochester, and the Pioneer, 
packet sh:ps, we have intelligence from London to the 
7th December, only three days later than by the steamer 
two weeks since. 

Cotton was advancing, and market excited. The 
sales at Liverpool, week ending’ 4th December, amoun- 
ted to 78,020 bales, of which 46,6000 were on specula- 
tion at } to 3d. advance. 

Corn, Flour, Grain and provision markets—without 
material change. 

IRELAND.—Accounts present fearful details of ‘died 
of starvation.”—“died of utter destitution,”—‘died for 
want of food”—Help humanity help. Where are the 
friends of Ireland? 





The slave question in congress. The tendency towards 
this topic has been manifested ov almost every subject 
discussed for the last three weeks in the house of rep- 
resentatives. ‘The most direct debate as yet, was-upon 
Mr. Burt's motion to amend the Oregon ierritorial bill, 
by a clause extending the Missouri compromise line ol 
36° 50’ tothe Pacific ‘The proceedings of the house on 
that motion, exhibited a decided majority hostile to the 
admission of more territory into the Union without pre- 
viousiy excluding slavery therefrom. The yeas and 
nayson Mr Burt's motion, and a notice of the debate, 
will be found in this number; several of the prominent 
speeches on the occasion will be inserted in our neXt. 
This question is the ail absorbing one of the session.— 
Old party distinctions—war measures and peace ineas- 
ures—president making, and tariff making, all are influ- 
enced by the new line of parties which this question 
chalks out. In debate on the army bill, the question 
was broughtin by an amendment proposing to tntro- 
duce the famous !Vilmot proviso. [t faded fursheer want 


of relevancy. 





Tne Apprrionan Army Biti.—was debated in the 
senate on ‘Thursday and Friday, by several cf the ablest 
spe: keis—no’, as to its final passage—on that nearly all 
agree—but mainly as to whether the additional force 
shall be regulars or volunteers, on which senators are 
divided in opinion without regard to parties—as well as 
on other details of the bill. Mr. Benton is for regulars; 
Gen. Houston proposes to amend the bill by substitu. 
ting volun eers— Without deciding, the senate adjourned 
on Friday night till Monday morning, with a view of 
allowing the military comunitiee to agree upon souimne 
plan. 





‘“(Navat Preparations” —The New Orleans Pica- 
yune of the 13th states that orders were issued by 
the Navy Department on the 4¢h inst., for the pur- 
chase without delay of four brigs or schooners to be 
converted into bomb vessels to carry each a gun ten 
feet in length and ten inches calibre, alterations to 
that effect to be made wtth the utmost despatch. A 
ship of 500 tons is to be procured right away to carry 
munitions and stores for the bomb vessels. The Ban- 
gor and the Aurora steamers have been purchased, 
and alterations are making in them, tofit them for 
the’service; names changed to Scourge and Scorpion. 





Vireinta U.S. Senator The legisia ure on Wednes 
day last ballotied five times withou effecting a choice, on 
‘Thursday James IM. Mason E-q was elected (9th ballot) 
—to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Pen 
nybacker, Mr. MeDowell received mostof the admin- 
istration voles. 
mers (whig)—but finally united with the conservative ad- 
ministrationist, in favor of Mr. Mason. 





Dirricutties with Brazit. An unpleasant af- 
fair has taken place between our minister at Brazil, 
Mr. Wise, and the Brazilian government. Without 
being able from the publications that have appeared 
on the subject, to discover the real state of facts, 
with a due degree of certainty, we prefer deferring 
a statement until something more definite is ascer- 
tained. In the meantime, however, this much seems 
without doubt. 

Two of the seamen of the U. S. sloop of-war Sa- 
ratoga, on shore at Rio, in a state of intoxication, 
committed improprieties or got into a riot, and were 
arrested and about to be confined. Their officer, 
Lieut. Davis, made some demonstrations towards 
releasing them, and was taken and confined also.— 
They were detained for some days. 

Mr. Wise interposed and demanded their release, 


accompanying the demand with the assurance thatif| ly if, as it is rumored, the charges brought by Mr. | 
it was not complied with by a specified time, he | Ficklin, of Illinois, and Thompson, of Mississippi, | 


should order the Saratoga and Columbus, then in 
port, to fire upon the town, 

Whilst the Brazilian authorities were in the act of 
deliberating upon this demand, itis stated that the 


United States squadron, having on board Col. Ste- | tion will, with unerring certainty, recoil upon the | 
venson’s California expedition, entered the port, ve- | calumniators. 
ry much to the alarm of the people of Rio, who sup- | 


posed it to be a concerted affair, and doubted the 
story of so many men being bound so far, for the 
object they professed. 

‘The government, after deliberation, released 
Lieut. Davis, but retained the two men, for the pur- 


‘he whigs at first voted for Mr. Sum- 
° | 


pose of undergoing an examination by the civil au- 
thorities. These were probably afterwards released 
also. 

The New York Herald says, it is said that the Bra- 
zilian government has demanded the recall of Mr. 
Wise. ‘On the grand festival of the baptism of the 
infant Princess Isabella, on which occasion business 
of every nature was suspended, the people through- 
out the city illuminated their houses, salutes were 
fired from the shipping in port, and demonstrations 
of joy were manifested in various ways, but during 
all this the house of Mr. Wise was the only one ob- 
scured in darkness The American vesselsof war 
evinced no disposition to participate—not a gun was 
fired.” 

A letter from Rio dated Nov. 16, 1846, after de- 
tailing the affair, says: ‘I since learn that all com- 
munication is now at an end with the Americans 
through our representative. Mr. Wise did not at- 
tend court onthe before mentioned day, and it is 
said that it was through his advice or orders that the 
frigate did not salute. The Brazilians consider them- 
selves highly insulted. I am told, however, that the 
emperor expected him at court, and intended to ex- 
tend all politeness towards him. If our government 
approve of the proceeding, (which I cannot for a 
moment suppose,) it would be greatly injurious to 
the business portion of the Americans residing in 
this country. The proceedings of our minister are 
strongly condemned by the American residents.” 


Tue CALIFORNIA EXPEDITION, was to leave Rio on 
the 28th November for the Pacific. The design of 
stopping at Valparaiso had been abandoned. Capt. 
Turner, of the California volunteers, came passen- 
ger inthe Reindeer, at New York, bearer of des- 
patches from Mr. Wise. He proceeded immediately 
(to Washington. Mr. Wise’s version of the affair 
should be in hand before making up an opinion. As 
| between ourselves and any foreign government we 
| are bound to presume our agents to be in the right 
| till after a fair hearing, the contrary is shown. 








PresiwenTIAL, 1848—The different aspirants and 
|their partizans in congress it is said by letter writers 
at Washington, seriously influence the questions now 
before that body. Without room for many of those 
| speculations, we insert the following from the cor 
| respondent of the Balt. Sun, (a decidedly administra- 
tion writer)—as a specimen : 
‘Every measure which may now be brought for— 
ward,—every demand made by the presideut,—every 
| bill introduced in either house by a member of con- 
'gress, will lead to slavery and anti-slavery discus- 
isions, in which the moral and statesmanlike views 
'of the question will be made to yield to the inordi- 
| nate desire for power, for in all these discussions no 
other issue is made than this: Which shall predomi- 
i nate, ‘the South or the North?” ‘From which sec- 
tion of the country shall the next president be taken, 
' from the slave or from the free states?” Shall Silas 
| Wright be brought forward, or John C. Cathoun, 
|General Cass, or Sam Houston? The Lieutenant 
|Generalship 1s supposed by many to be very inti- 
/mately connected with this question; for if Colonel 
| Benton is to be Lieutenant General, he and senator 
| Dix and Silas Wright will lead off the Northern and 





| Northwestern wing of the party—and, for this very 
' reason, the south will steaifastly oppose it. It is now 
pretty certain that a Calhoun man will be elected 
in the place of Mr. Pennybacker, in the same man- 
ner that Mr. Hunter was elected in the pluce of Mr. 
| Archer; which will make the democratic vote 
‘against the Lieutenant General, should he again be 
|galvanized, stand thus: Calhoun, Butler, Colquitt, 
| Lewis, Yulee, besides the twosenators from Vir- 
ginia; making in all 7. These, with the 24 whigs, 
| who will vote toa man against him, the friends of 
| Col. Benton will never overcome, and thus the mea- 
‘sure will be lost, unless skilfully brought forward in 
‘another form. This will be done before the next 4th 
‘of March, with what success remains to be seen.— 
[am even very creditably informed that Col. Benton 

will himself defend the creation of a Lieutenant 
| General, and state his reasons for doing so at full 
| length. They will, no doubt, be very interesting. 
/and command the attention of the country; especial- 


| 





against Scott and Taylor, should receive some new 
coloring, or be in some measure substantiated. But, 


| gentlemen had better take care how they make those 


charges; as, if they cannot prove them, the accusa 


But nous verrons. 

| While an attempt is thus made to force a new or- 
| ganization of the army on the country, Mr. Calhoun 
intends to wait for an opportunity of presenting his 
| proposition for peace, amity and a treaty of com 

}merce and navigation with Mexico. ‘le deprecates 
ithe war and its consequences; but thinks that peace 





may yet be concluded on terms mutually honorable 
and without depriving us of our legimate inheritance 
California. : 
If Mr. Calhoun’s plan succeeds in enlisting a ma. 
jority of congress in its favor, he will be the candi. 
date of the juste miteu party at the next presiden: 
tial election, and, perhaps, be elected inthe same 
manner that Hunter was returned senator from Vir. 
ginia. His friends, I can assure you, intend to run 
him at all hazards; urging that it is better that “halfa 
dozen first rate men should be brought forward 
than a compromise made in favor of a secondary one,” 
If the spring elections turn out against the admin. 
istration, the Calhoun men, in both houses, wij} 
hold the balance of power, and in that position, elect 
the policy which they deem proper. We shall then 
have a regularly organized juste milieu, and a con. 
sequent lopping off of the wings of parties.” 


The Washington correspondent of the Evenin 
Post, a leading administration paper of New York 
writes on the 5th inst : , 

“The proceedings of the House to-day will be 
looked to by the country with great interest. The 
remarks of Mr. King on the subject of the admis. 
sien of more slave states into the Union, is denoun- 
ced by the southern members as a concerted move. 
ment for the benefit of Mr. Wright, as the northern 
candidate for the presidency, and some of them even 
goso far as tosuy that the very bill yesterday pre. 
sented by Mr. King, and the exceedingly able and 
well written speech which he this morning read to 
the house, as an exposition of his motives in offer. 
ing it, were both prepared at Albany by the special 
and particular desire of Mr. Wright. No one ae. 
quainted with Mr. King will question his capacity to 
conduct such @ business as the management of the 
norihern side of the impending coutroversy, with 
judgment and skill.” 


REPORTED MOVEMENT IN FAVOR OF PEACE.—The 
Washington Union, makes the fuilowing allusions to 
a reported movement in congress for effecting a peace 
with Mexico: 

“A rumor has gone ferth thata resolution will be 
submitted to our own Congress to recall our troops, 
and take our position on the Rio Grande. !t isa 
mere rumor, and we trust, without the slightest 
foundation. We donot credit it, We cannot be- 
heve that any statesuian would dare to rise in his 
place, and submit a proposition which is to cast 
such a slur on the institutions of his country—which 
tells Mexico, or the nations of Europe, that our in- 
ternal feuds are so embarrassing, our government so 
cursed with imbecility, that the nation is too divided 
and too weak to avenge the wrongs, and assert the 
rightsof our country. Mr. Jefferson asserted in bis 
inaugural address, that ‘‘ihis is the strongest gov- 
ernment on earth.” We are satisfied that no poli- 
tician will hazard a proposilion which would prove 
it to be one of the weakest. Away then with such 
a suggestion! The rumor must be like the thousand 
and one other gossips of Washington, unfounded and 
false. We do not believe it.’ 

The subject is alluded to ina Washington letter 
published in the N. Y. Herald, thus: 

For some days past it has been whispered about 
that a distinguished senator from the south was re- 
solved at an early day to propose to the senate lo 
withdraw our armies from Mexico, for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. We want peace. 

2. We can acquire it by withdrawing our forces, 
military and naval, from the Jands and waters of 
Mexico. 

3. We can gain nothing by the continued prosect- 
tion of the war. 

4. The question of slave or free territory puts 
a bar of acquisition of Jand south of the Ri 
Bravo. 

5. And Mexico has no money, and the longer the 
war is continued ihe poorershe will become. 

6, We have, therefore nothing to gain from the 
prosecution of the war but peace, which we maj 
easily vbtain at once by the withdrawal of our for: 
ces. 

Such, we understand. is the proposition, but we 
rather suspect a majorily of congress would pre- 
fer fighting it at a dead expense. But we shall 
see. 





Lines oF SrEamERS.— The French _—— havé 
not yet determined on siarung a line oO steamers to be 
run from France to the Uniied Siates. ki is to be bo 
that our new line now being built, will save them ™t 
truuble. 

‘Lhe Bermuda Royal Gazette publishes the prospec 
ius of the West ludia U.S. Steamboat Company, Pl 
posing to establish a semi-monthly line of steamers i‘ 
arrive at New York su as to connect with the Liverp 
line. 
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